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AD.VJR T IS.E M E NT. 



J[ //-£ indulgence with which the public has 
received the Hiftory of Abeillard an4 Heloifa, 
induces me to venture on this fecond edition* 1 
have made no alterations in the work it/elf; becaufe 
the expediency of doing it was not rfuggefled evert 
by the critics. But I have prefixed an Introdu&ian 
of fome length , containing a general view of that 
part of the eleventh century , which had preceded the 
period 1 described, it will be given gratis to the 
purchafers of the firfl edition. The whole volume I 
now mean fhould be an Introdutlion to the hiftory 
«/ the fucceeding periods , which 1 purpofe , at 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

my leijure , to carry down to the beginning of the 
Jixieenth century. It compri/es three hundred and 
Jijiy years. Two large volumes , I hope, will contain 

th% whole, v>hkh Jhkll be publi/Jied feparatefy. 



THE 

PREFACE. 



J. HE HIJlory of the Lives of Abeillard and Heloijhi 
which I now offer to the public, has, in fome 
fenfe , been the work of many years* No one 
has ever read Mr. Pope's inimitable poem, 
without being inter efted in the fate of the lovers, 
whofe fad arid tender iiory, he, 1 as a poet, has 
told fo well. This intereft I felt , and I was 
prompted to inquire more into the real hiftbry of 
their lives. The firft annals of the church, I 
could meet with , foon gave me the information 
I wanted , and I found that the general impreffion 
made by the poet's tale was not to be relied on, 
Abeillard, I faw, had not one trait of the character , 
he had portrayed ; and thit Heloifa merited a 
much more favorable delineation. I alfo difcovered 
that they were great and confpicuous perfonages , 
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vi The PREFAC E. 

who had commanded ffie attention of the age, and 
whofe virtues their contemporaries even had been 
careful to celebrate, I then viewed the other 
characters , and the general events of the period , 
in which they lived, and they were interefting 
I faw , and momentous, Should I ever become 
an author , I thought ^ I would attempt the 
Hifiory of the Lives of Aheillard and Heloifa,* — 
My motives then are laudable. 

At a time , when truths of every kind are fo 
eagerly inveftigat^d, and thofe of hiftory in parti- 
cular, I have chofen a dark period; and if I can 
bring it before the public in any. form that may 
jaife attention , my defign will be fatisfied. J own , 
I have fome confidence in the impofing names of 
Abeillard and lieloifa, — The learned reader 
jnuft not expert to find any thing abfolutely new. 
Where was I to look for novelty in the records of 
the eleventh and twelfth centuries ? But as J have 
taken the liberty to form my own judgment on 
the characters and fa£is , I have defcribed , it may 
be that, fometinaes, \ fliall feem to fuggeft new 
ideas, or to'prefent an old obje£l in a new point 
of view. It will be well , if fome critics may not 
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Tte PREFACE, vii 

think it would have been better , I had adhered? 

more religioufly to fome opinions , which age 

feems to have fan&ioned. I would have don» it, 

could I have been prevailed on to believe that 

our anceftors were not men , open to prejudice 

and falfe impreflions. There are circumftances , 

avhen it * is rather advantageous to be placed at 

fome diftance from an object. Its light is not fo 

dazzling, the medium is lefs troubled, and the 

eye of the fpe£iator is more ferene and fteady.* 

What errors has not the cool fagacity of modern 

criticifm corrected in the too credulous annals 

of former times ? 

In writing the prefent hiftory I had then more 
in view , than the bare delineation of the two 
principal characters : but of thefe I have never 
loft fight It was impoflible , indeed , fo to draw 
the events of the period together , as to make 
them appear like branches from the leading obje£i ; 
for , in their,, origin , they were not conne&ed 
with it At any time, how little connexion has 
the life of a literary man , and much lefs that of 
a cloiftered rum , with the fehemes of politicians , 
and the feats of warriors? What links , the 
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r. 

then difunited date of mankind threw into the 
events ,*I tnjft, I have not broken; and perhaps 
Come harmony of parts, and unity of defign, may 
be difcovered, 

They who, from the title of my work, fliall 
$xpe£t the entertainment of a novel , will be 
difappointed. I profefs to, give a genuine hiftory j 
quid am I to blame, if Abeillard and Heloifa 
were not fo romantic, as the heroes of modern 
tales ; or if their lives were lefs -crowded with 
extraordinary and incredible adventures ? Heloifa , 
however, will fometimes, I think, be able to 
keep pace with the wildeft flights of fancy. — But 
the reader muft be unconfeionably unreafonable 
ill his expectations , Who , whatever be his caft 
of charter , fhall not find , in fuch a variety of 
matter , fomething to gratify his curiofjty. I 
have treated of love , religion , philofcphy, 
politics , and war. The crufades are great events > 
and the characters of diftiftguiflied men , but little v 
knp\yn to the generality of readers , are doubtlefs 
interefting objects. — My Inability to perfeft 
]fo various a plan I am not alhamed to own^ 
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and in this fentiment, I can call more conficU 
cntly for indulgence. 

A few years ago I tranflated, for my amufement, 
the letters of Abeillard and Heloifa , and that 
circumftance it was , which revived the idea , 
I mentioned to have before entertained , of 
writing their hiftory. The fources of information 
were, .1 knew, genuine and abundant, I drew 
them round me; and nothing remained but to 
xealiae my favorite project -~ The reader fibaU 
blow what thefe fources were. 

In r6*6, wa* published, for the firft time, *t 
Pari*, a complete edition of Abeillard's works. 
They had been collected with much care by 
Francis d'Amboife , a great favorite in the courts 
of Charles IX. and his brother Henry III. and 
who gradually was promoted to offices of high 
truft in the tote. From his childhood , he fays f , 
he had been always fond of looking into, old 
libraries, and turning over dufty manufcripts. 
In fome of thefe refearches he laid his hands on 
the letters of Abeillard and Heloifa $ he read 
them with much pleasure , and was induced to 

Prsef. Apolog. p. 2* 



x The P'REFA C E. 

jpurfue his inquiries. He found other works of 
the fame author; but they were ill-written, and 
not to be unravelled , without great labor. Nothing 
can withftand the indefatigable toil of a true 
antiquarian. Amboife procured other manufcripts: 
he collated them together, and finally produced 
one fair copy, which made ample compenfation , 
he fays , for all the labor he had taken. Even 
pofterity , he thinks , will be grateful to him , and 
know how to value the pleafure and the profit, 
they will derive from his researches. With how 
partial an eye, indeed, do' we contemplate our 
own, favorite purfuits? 

Not fatisfiedv with the dear copy he poflefled, 
Amboife ftill wifhed to enlarge it He applied to 
different monafteries, and he again fearched the 
libraries in Paris, and not without fuccefs. His 
friends applauded his zeal, and gave him their 
affiftance. His manufcripts fwelled to a large 
bulk , and he read , arranged , and fele&ed what 
pleafed him beft. The rifing fun , he fays , often 
found him at his talk. So far fortune had 
finiled upon. his labors , and he did not doubt 
but foon he lhould be able to prefent the public 
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with the rich jewel he poffeffed* But little w$a 
wanting to give it the laft finilh. Warm with 
the idea , he went over to the Paraclet. The 
abbefs, Madame de Rochefoucauld received him 
-\vi*h the greateft politenefs. He declared the 
motive of his journey : flie took him by the hand 
and led him to the tomb of Abeillard and 
Heloifa. Madame was his relation. Together they 
examined the library of the abbey j and flie 
fhowed him many hymns ,n and prayers , and 
homilies, written by their founder , which were 
ilill ufed in their church V- - Amboife then retur- 
ned to Paris , and prepared his work for the 
prefs. 

As the reputation of his author, he knew, hacj 
been much afperfed by fome contemporary 
writers, he wifted to remove the undeferved 
fligma , and to prefent him as- immaculate j as 
might be, before the eyes of a more difcerning 
age. With this view he wrote a long apologetic 
preface, which, he meant, fhould be prefixed to 
the work. In this preface, a compofition inelegant 
and affefted, Amboife labors much to fliow that* 

Praef. Apolog. p. 6. 
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AbeiUard was the greateft and beft man, and 
Heloifa the greateft and beft woman, whom the 
annals of human kind had recorded. He firft, 
very fairly , adduces the teftfmony of thofe j who 
had fpoken evil of them, whom he combats and 
tefutes. To thefe fucceeds a lift of their admifers. 
He dwells on their every word , and gives more 
weight to their expreflions ; and the refult is y 
what we were prepared to expeil from the pen of 
Amboife. — The compilation, however, contain* 
fome curious niatter , and may be read with 
pleafure. The antiquarian himfelf did not , I 
believe , live to fee his work before the public, 
for it was not printed till the year 1616 , and that, 
as the king's licence exprefles , by Nicholas 
Buon. , . 

The reader will find , in the courfe of the 
following hiftory , what this edition contains. The 
letters form , by much , the moft curious part, and 
at the head of thefe is the Hiftoria Calamitatum , 
or, the memoirs of his own life, which AbeiUard 
wrote to a friend , and which I often quote. It 
h indeed the only genuine repofitory , from 
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which many circumftances of his life can be 
drawn. 

To thefe memoirs y Andrew du Chefne , under 
the affe&ed appellation of Quercelanus , wrote 
illuftrative notes, which are fubjoined to Amboife's 
colle&ion. , They are very curious, and often 
throw great light on the fubjeft. — Du Chefne 
lived in the laft century ; and , from his great 
researches into the hiftory and antiquities of 
France , he has deferved to be ftyled the fathet 
of their hiftory- He and Amboife were friends* 
Some critics have afcribed the whole edition of 
the works of Abeillard to him j but without 
fufficient foundation. 

It is from the authors , quoted by Amboife in 
his preface, or by Du Chefne in his notes, that I 
have taken fome anecdotes, and many particular, 
circumftances, which, intentionally, I have neve* 
failed to acknowledge. I could have no motive 
for appearing ungrateful to my benefa&ors. 

Modern writers , who fpeak of Abeillard , have 
taken their materials from his memoirs , and I 
was furprifed , on many occafions , to find them 
fo inaccurate. His contemporaries treated him, 



xiv / The P RE F ACE.' 

as they were affe&ed by paflion , or intereft -, ofr 
partiality , or tfuth , and their opinioni hava 
been varioufly copied. But there is very little 
. to be coDe£led from the writers of the age* They 
were too intent on difplaying the martial prowefs 
of their mafters , or on recording the extravagant 
pretenfions of the Roman pontiffs, or on blazoning 
the miraculous achievements of their favorite 
faints , to attend to the comparatively uninterefting 
chara&ers of more private life. Otho Frifingenfis* 
Geoffrey , a monk of Clairvaux, Bernard of Citaux, 
atid Peter the venerable, abbot of* Cluni , are the 
writers who principally piention Abeillard. 

Bayle , among the moderns , a man of traft 
abilities, but which* he too often abufed to infult 
Religion and to injure virtue, in his Hijlorical 
and Critical Dictionary , has entered very diffusely 
0*1 the lives of Abeillard and Heloifa, Agreeably 
to his wonted practice he had read every thing* 
which hiftory had recorded of them, and all 
that he retails with the greateft profufion. In his 
notes he pours out his own obfervations , whi^ are 
fometime* hazarded, and his criticifms , which are 
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not always juft. Whatever his teeming memory 
could, on the occafion , fuggeft, he heaps toge- 
ther, and his prurient imagination runs to modern 
anecdotes and ancient fables , in queft of obfcenity * 
and vulgar imagery. Modefly had never a more 
determined adverfary to contend with. There is 
much, I know, to be learned from this man; 
but I would not look for pearls in a dunghill. 
On the prefent occafion , he has been of little 
life to me : the fa&s he relates , I could draw 
from their fource , and I could not copy his loofe 
digreffions, or his indecent allufions. — His ftri£lures 
on Heloifa are remarkably unjuft, and it is clear 
that he wilfully mifreprefented her chara&er. 
Expreffions in her letters , which malevolence 
may pervert , are to him demonftrations of her 
guilt, and the language of confidence and firicerity' 
is the fpeech of meretricious impudence., — As his 
own heart, probably, was infenfible to the impref- 
fions of virtue, and he could not pity diftrefs, 
I am not much furprifed at the indecency of his 
remarks, and the general flippancy of his pen; 
but that two clergymen of the church of England, 
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fhould have tranflated the moft exceptionable" 
pafTages of his dictionary , and fliould have added , 
by their tranflatiort , to their groflhefs , is not 
quite fo pardonable. — I am not fufficiently 
fevere either on Bayle or hi& tranflators. 

In Moreri, or rather in the volumihous work 
which goes under his name* the life of Abeillard 
is very accurately given , as to its principal 
incidents. Some miftakes there are , which might 
have been eafily corrected, by more attention to 
his own memoirs* — The more I have had 
Qccaflon to examine the works of others , the; 
more have I been convinced that hiftories* fuppofe<J 
the mod . authentic , are very little to be relief 
on. Characters mifreprefented , dates miftaken\, 
and fa£is miftated , are then mofl common, 
when we look for accuracy * precifion, and truth. 
The circumftance indeed is natural j for it is, on 
thefe occafions , that the hiflorian is moft fwayed by 
paffion, by party, by prejudice. When there is no 
motive to miflead hi$ judgment, or to bias his 
will, he will deviate lefs, unlefs his negligence or 
inattention be great : but in trifles , ( if the bufinefs 
of mankind can ever be fo denominated ), it matters 

little 
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little whether* truth orfalflipod preponderate* **^ 
What really arc ^.qualities to cotfftitute. tl>e 
bed hiftoriafl , is hard tp Jfey. . To require Jha* ftfe 
fliould be of too country % : i& seqjiiring & thjtng 
impoffible; .and to&y.that he lhould^JiaYe no 
religion,^ k puerile djmaB^. The jphttpfophmi 
unbeliever is generally intoteraift in hirpracUce., 
■ and always,. prejudiced in Ins ideas* .The race has 
• been tried ; as- .hiftofians. without; teeefs. . Till a 
'man canbe fokind withtait paffions * and then he 
Would be infipid ; wiritoat /prejudice , and then 
•fee would want intfereftj wi&Wt party , an^then 
•he -would not be read j we piuft be Satisfied ! 
with fuch hiftorians as tke common lot of humanity/ 
can fixpptyv, and. read thek writings* with the ( 
fame indulgence» as we do a romance» If they 
give us pleafiire. it will bfe well| and the moft 
ianguime Author feldom lbofes jfor a better reward j 
to his labors; I mean not this as any apology for 
my own work; for I profefs to be as accurate as 
I can, and as truthful as the cbara&er of my 
records will allow. 

in 17 qo , the lives of Abeillard and Heioife were 
{niblifted in two volumes, at Pari*. Dom Gervaife* 

VOL, 1 b 
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third abbot of la 'Tfappe ,. is the author.. He wrote 
tKertr dttring hi» confinement at Notre-dame des 
lieclus,' where hfe {perk «the tfifty.. laft- years of his 
life. At the recommendation of de- Ranee , firft 
% a*bBot -of'la Trappe, alrid"[Who; worn down by aix- 
•fferities, had furrendered his charger, Dom Gervaife 
-wa* ela&ecP €o the '~4f&pfirX7iht> ofljee* By nature 
: headftf ong ^ancbnrnpettroQs j bifcarre» in 'his humor , 
and fingiilai* Xw M«? % maxims, ( difpo&ticins ,' which 
the iriceffant labor ? a-i^J^dYeaUfui -r^rs^. of the 
place- had -ftiot cofre&ed), he waf :ill-4icn*med to 
cotiddft an iriftifotttaiy Which demanded a mair 
of peace, ofpnidehcfe, ofconftancy of benevolence^ 
The general tegutatiofts of the abbey he nviflied 
again to reform," and, aft much as might be, 
to depart from fhe ^Vife ftiaxims of their founder. 
&6 Raiice faw *he danger' whi^h threatened his 
new eftablilhment , 'afid he was yet able to avert 
it Dbm Gervaife, ~by an order .from court, 
was difmifTed. For fome time -, irritated and 
reftlefs, he wandered from folitude to fqiitude, 
till , by another order , he was confined , as 
I juft mentioned. Here , for he was a man 
of fome abilities , and of much reading, 
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he applied himfelf to the compilatibfl of 
various works \ 

The Work before me is -written with care. and 
honefty. Dom Gervaife had leifure , and he 
employed it in perufing the beft records. The 
ilyle is heavy , his reflections often uninterefting , 
and his periods loofe, negligent, and redundant. 
•Though fo unhappily conftituted, as I defcribed 
him, itill he had a mindj which was turned 
to piety j or he affe£led to appear religious and 
abftra&ed. In thefe difpofitionS he viewed Abeil- 
lard as a great faint , and fuch he delineates^ his : . 
character, and Heloifa, his wife, was not, he 
thinks i a lefs perfect pattern of all the virtues^/ 
.Dom Gervaife fhall fpeak for himfelf; 

tt Get Abeillard fi connu , et en meme ten» 
tt fi incoiinu , va done paroitre au naturel dans' 

* cet ouvrage. On le verra rte avec un bel 
<c efpritj capable des fciences les plus fublimes, 
« devenu grand Philofophe malgre fes inclinations 
u un peti trop tendres : la fin tragique de fon amour 

* pour Heloife layant conduit a une genereufe 

1 Di&. Hift. 
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u penitence. Entre dans letat monaftique, il y 
u paroitra un des plus illuftres abbes de fon terns 9 

* & comme un martyr par lauftei ite de fa vie, &: 
u par les crueiles perfecutions qu'il fouffrit pour 
a maintenir la difcipline reguliere. La grandeur 
•" defoname, fa patience heroique , eclatent dans 
<c tous fes travers. Cependant on le voit fondatettr 
u d'ordre , legiflateur de loix , qui vont de pair 
u aVec celles des Bafiles et des Pacomes ; favant 
u theologien , qui a fouvent pris la plume pour 

* defendre les veriles orthodoxes attaquees de font 
"** terns ; un grand maitre qui a forme de faint» 
** prelats , dont les lumieres ont long terns eclaire 

u 1 eglife , qu'il a lui meme enrichie de favans 

a ecrits,, dont nous avons encore la meilleure partie. 

-** Mais la plus rare «de toutes ces grandes qualites 

* eft* quavec ce genie qui lui acquit une reputation 
a des plus etendties , il eut la modeftie et Thumilite 

* du plus parfait religieux. — L epchainement des 
<c matieres , qui ne permet pas decrire la vie 

* d'Abeillard fans tracer en meme terns celle 

* d'Heloife , decouvre le triomphe de la grace 

* fur un coeur le plus attach^ a la creature. Sa 
c< penitence eft un exemple pour celles qui ont 
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cc eu le malheur de l'avoir fuivie dans fa chute. 
tt Pendant vingt deux annees quelle a furvecu 
a a fon epoux , elle eft un modele des vertu$ 
a religieufes et de conduite pour les fup&rieures. 
cc Enfin Heloife nous donne a douter fi la vie 
<c d'Abeillard eft plus digue de nos admirations 
cc que la fienneV 

After this opening, which is in the true ftyle 
of panegyric , I was not to expeft much truth of 
chara&er: for Abeillard, I was well aware, had 
jnore in his compofition of the finner than the 
faint , and in Heloifa the triumphs of grace were 
not always fo brilliant as thofe of nature. No views 
can be more oppofite than thofe of Bayle and Ger- 
vaife ; but unhappily truth never lies in the ex- 
tremes. Their portraits are fancy-pieces, which 
may ferve to delineate the minds of the artifts, ra- 
ther than the originals they are faid to reprefent, 
I have, however, derived fome advantage from 
Gervaife $ and in general I have followed his ar-« 
rangement of materials. The obje&s we view 
Very differently, and confequently our works have 

4 Pref. p. $. 
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but a faint refemblance. Whofe eye be moft juft , 
the reader may determine. I can fay , that I ne- 
gle£ied nothing to clear the medium, and to fix a 
proper point of view, 

I alfo procured extracts from t?he Annals of Ar- 
gentre and Papire Maffon , from the lit/lory of 
Britany by Lobineau , and from Pafquier's Re- 
Jharches. With thefe materials , joined to the in- 
formation which the writers of the age fupplied , I 
found myfelf in poffeffion of all: the evidence , which 
my fubjeft feemed to require. As far then as any 
hiftory can be pronounced genuine, the work I 
prefent to the public may, I flatter myfelf, be 
deemed fo. 

It has been thought by fome that , I hare chofen 

a fubjeft which did not merit fo much attention 

To the obfervation I know not what to reply : let 
the work make its own apology. It was at leaft 
benevolent in me to wifti to free from obloquy two 
chara&ers, that had been much afperfed; a^d th$ 
public , I think, fliould be pleafed with a narration , 
which brings to their better acquaintance names , 
which fo long were familiar tp their ears, In 
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common life the incident is particularly agreeable. 
After all, what are the important matters which 
may be fuppofed to merit the refearches of the 
learned, and the notice of the public? lam not 
difpofed to think lightly of my contemporaries , or- 
of their taftes and purfuits ; but, I truft , the hiftory 
•of Abeillard and Heloifa will not in all company, 
even the moft popular, fee reafon to bltffli, Ifpeak 
of the fubjeft only. ( 

A tew years ago, 1 remember, the Memoirs of { 
Petrarch were" in every body's hands, and the gene- 
ral intereft they excited was great. Shall I detr&& / 
from the reputation of the Italian poet if I fay that ^ 
Abeillard was as great a man as he? As great a^J 
poet he was not 5 nor was he employed, as Petrarch \ 
was, in the concerns of politics aind the intrigues 1 
of courts. Fortune was more favorable to the ' 
Italian ; but her beft gifts, the plaudits of admiring 
cities , and the fmiles of popes and potentates, could 
not make him happy , or fettle the eternal reftleff- 
nefs of his mind. Abeillard was equally admired 
by his contemporaries 5 his fame even had a wider 
fpread: but the oppofition of powerful enemies 
thwarted all his profpefls , and dafhed his« life with 

b 4 
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twtternefs. They were both lovers: and here as 
/ Abetikrd was mpre fuccefsful , fo was his aife&ion ,. 
while it lafted, more within the bounds of common 
fenfe and reafon. They both celebrated their mif* 
treffes. At the time, the compofitions of Abeil- 
) lard were in great vogue , and they were repeated 
in the politeft circles of Europe. Thofe of Petrarch 
have come down the ftream of time , buoyant , and 
fwelled by the gale of popular applaufe. Refute 
eur admiration to the various beauties they contain 
we cannot ; but we may be permitted to think that 
Petrarch , when he praifed his Laura, was too 
precife and ingenious to be fincere. He wrote 
three? hundred and eighteen fonnets in her prajfe , 
I and eighty-eight fongs. 

With more confidence Heloifa may enter thf 
lifts with Laura. The latter (a little beauty only 
excepted , and to that the poet's pencil feems to have 
given no light tinge of coloring ) , poffeffed few 
endowments of art or nature. Virtuous fhe was 
and amiable; but we know flie could not write, 
and we do not know that flie could read, Heloifa, 
on the contrary, we may prefume, had equal 
beauty; and fhe had every qualification, which 
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nature , in her kindeft humors , could give , or / 
education could perfeft. I will not anticipate : but f 
fhe was gentle and mild as innocence; learned as J 
/ the moll. learned of the age; her foul was R.oman ; / 
^ and her heart was a heart of fire, — Had Abeillard. 
and Heloifa been bleffed with a de Sade to collect 
their Memoirs , with family-kindnefs , as Petrarch; 
and Laura have, they might have acquired, 
perhaps, an equal fhare of public notice and 
* ^(leem. — In his treatife de vita Solitaria> Petrarch 
fpeaks of Abeillaxd , of his abilities , of fqme 
events of his life, and of his misfortunes *, 

But though I may view in a favorable light the 
two leading ehara&ers of my hiftory , I was not left 
fenfible, that, auxiliary force would be.neceffary to 
give them confiftency and due weight, in the pub* 
lie eye : I have therefore called to my afiiftance all 
the great fails and the principal perfpnages, who ) 
filled the period of the eighty-four years , which 
meafured the Kves of Abeillard and Heloifa. The 
authors , I confulted on thefe matters, are not nu* 
merousj for I was perfuaded that* to write with 

1 Lib. *. 
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accuracy , it was better not to heap together many 
volumes, which, if they did not perplex the judge- 
ment , could only ferve the oftentatious purpofe of 
crowding the line of references with the difplay of 

great names In ecclefiaftical hiftory, my chief 

guides were Fleury and Natalis Alexander, in the 
hiftory of France, Daniel: and in that of England, 
Mr. Hume. Where I could, I alfo confulted the 
original fources themfelves. 

It is not , I am fure , neceffary that I ftiould fay, 
how good a man , and how great a hiftorian, abb6 
Fleury was. Among his many valuable works , his) 
Hiftory of the Church, from its foundation to thd 
council of Conftance , ftands foremoft. It is rather 
indeed a learned compilation , than a regular and - 
connected narration; but it contains every thing 
which, the moft fcrupulous inquirer can wiih to 
look for , and it is told with fimplicity and honeft j 
candor , which , at once portrays the amiable eha- 1 
rafter oi the writer , and delights the reader; 
while he fays that, fuch muft be the man , whom ' 
Truth would chufe for her hiftorian! — The pre^ 
liminary difcourfes or differ tations , interfperfed in 
thefe volumes , axe of infinite value. They are 
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^written with more elegance and more care than the 
general body of the hiftory ; and they treat of the ^ 
manner of writing hiftory, of the eftablifliment of , 
cliriftianity, and of the various revolutions, which ^ 
liave attended its progrefs, of the crufades , of the / 
diffenftons betwixt the church and the civil pow-. / 
er , and of the origin and decline of religious orders^/ 
On thefe fubje£ls; fo important and io delicate, 
Fleury has faid all , that good fenfe and the moft ( 
«onfummate wifdom could fuggeft, and he has faid 
it with a freedom , which would do honor to 
the moft unprejudiced and philofophic minify 
. Without fear he brings to view the evils and grofe 
^.bufes which have disfigured the chriftian eftablifli- 
ment ; for he lays it down as a maxim , that aH 
truth fhoiild be fpoken; and with fagacity he fug— 
gefts the remedies which fhould be applied. — With v 
Fleury then I have made very free , and the reader _) 
will thank me for it. ' 

Natalis Alexander, or Alexander Noel, is another 
French hiftorian , whom I often quote. He wr6te 
very vblummoufly on ecclefiaftical matters, and his 
refearches are profound and learned. The differ- 

tations, which are numerous, are calculated to* 

.1 • 
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. throw light on the dark and difficult points, of 
hiftory. His quotations, from ancient authors, 
are full and accurate, which renders his compila- 
tion itfeif a library. — I have likewife had recourfe j 
to Platina and Maimbourg , principally for the 
hiftory of the popes and the cru fades. 

Thefe I have mentioned are Roman Chatholic ; 

hiftorians ; and it will be afked , if I have relied 

implicitly on their representations ?— " Let it be ob- 

ferved that , I am deferring times which preceded 

{the exiftence of Proteftantifm four hundred years ; 

/jthe fources of my information therefore mull necef- 

\ farijy be catholic. As to modern writers , I cfyofe 

thofe, in whom, it feemed , I could pbee «oft 

confidence ; nor did I once think what mod^ of 

religion they had profeffed. But it will noiam£i)g 

the learned , I fancy , as yet be made a queftipn , 

which church has had the beft hiftorians. > .^: 

Daniel, a dry and uninterefting narrator , I i^ad 
for the hiftory of France, and Hume, fometimes, 
for that of England. 

Thus I have mentioned niy principal authors, 
and acknowledged my obligations. It remains .that 
I fay, into what arrangement I have throwis'xny 
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xxiaterials. — The whole period comprifes eighty-fouf 
years , which I have divided into fuch portions, as 
feeftied beft adapted to mark the epochs of Abeil- 
lard's life ; and concomitant events and ehara&ers 
of Europe I introduced, in their moft natural and 
obvious order. I wifhed , as far as I was able , to 
give every thing its proper place. The laft period 
is much longer than the reft ; but the reader will 
fee , from the dearth of mattet I labored under ill 
tegatd to the life of Heloifa , that it could not other- 
wife be difpofed. 

Before I began my woifc , I wrote , in the moft 

polite manner , to the abbefs of the Paraclet , re* 

quelling if (he had any materials , which hitherto 

had not feen the light , that fhe would favor md 

with them ; and at the fame time , I offered, with 

as much gallantry as I thought was due to a vene* 

rable abbefs, to dedicate the work to her Ladyfliip* 

She has taken nb notifce of my letter. Probably flfi6 

thought I was a heretic , with whom it might bfc 

impious to co-operate ( for I omitted to mentioii 

the circumftance of my orthodoxy ) ; or , which i$ 

moft likely , flie did not wifli her name fhoulcL 

appear at the head of a wotk , which , ihe might 
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thinks wduld be rather a romance, than a ferious 
^ hiftory. However , I can affure the reader , that 

the abbey of fhe Paraclet poffeffes no records , of 
the leaft moment , which have not , long ago , been 
before the public. Amboife, he has feen , rummaged 
every flielf of their library* 

• I have fubjoined a tranflation of the celebrated 

tetters , with the originals themfelves, as given by 

Amboife & Gervaife; An edition of them was 

publifhed in England , fome year9 ago , which I 

have not feen. In other countries of Europe $ as 

5n this , various fuppofed tranflations of the letter* 

have been circulated , which the gay and idle may 

have read with pleafure; but they bear no refem- 

Jblance to the original They are the effufions of 

fancy j and not defigned either to delineate the 

characters of the lovers , or to promote the caufe of 

virtue. It was fuch a tranflation * I believe, which 

Mr. Pope had feen; His poem, with fear and 

trembling, I have dared gently to criticize; As 

to my own tranflation I feel for it no parental 

fondnefs: it gives, I hope, the fenfe of the authors ) 

and to that only I pretend. I do not poffefs that 

toiling and patient fteadinefs , which conftitute* 



The PREFACE. xxxi 

a good tranflator. — Some paffages I have curtailed, 
and omitted others : the Latin , which is entire* 
will fuggeft the motive* 

My work I now fubmit to the public with. all 
its imperfe&ions. Where it merits praife , it will 
find it ; and where it fliould be cenfured, let c$il- 
fure freely fall. I know not what right the pro- 
ductions of the pen have to pl^ad an exemption 
from blemifijes , to which the faireft forms of na- 
ture are fometimes liable : but as candor will 
view thefe with indulgence , fo will it the former. 
Wilfully I have not meant to bring a flovenly and 
unformed work before the public; and its una- 
voidable defe&s muft be forgiven. * 

My hiliory breaks oft at a. mod brilliant and 
important epoch. It is, when Henry Plantagenet 
had juft mounted the throne of England, \yhen 
his diffenfions were foon to begin with Becket , 
when Frederick Barbaroffa was in Germany, when 
Alexander III. was at Rome, and when the gene- 
ral afpeft of Europe feemed to promife events , 
great and interefting. The period has already 
been ably treated; but fliould the public favor 
encourage me , perhaps I may be tempted again to 
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Teview it, though a noble lord, narrative from age 
«and unfair from prejudice, may be thought to 
have exhaufted the fubje&. A Roman Catholic 
writer, attached to his religion, but unfhackled 
in his thought*, and free in his exprefiions, is, 
in this country, rather a new chara&er in the 
republic of letters. My abilities, alas! cannot 
keep pace with my wiflies* 



Ofcott, near Birmingham* 
December 3x , 1786. 
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J.T has often been obje&fed to hiftorians, that* 
whatever period of ancient or of modern times 
they might chufe to defcribe , they generally enter 
oil the fubjeft with a bias of ftrong prepoffefliott 
on their minds. Certain chara&ers they will be ; 
fure to delineate, with too partial a fondnefs ; 
while others Will not have the common praife to 
which they may juftly pretend. Alike unfair will 
be their furvey of manners , events * opinions , 
conduct. I believe , there, is too much truth in the 
charge. In revolving even the tranfa&ions of diftant ^ 
times , the mind is never abftra&ed from its own * 
peculiar inclinations. Thefe ate followed in the 
firft fele&ion of the iubje&j and their influence 
does not afterwards ceafe. Naturally we admire 
thofe chara&ers, which may feem in fomething \ 
to harmonize with our own, or which education * \ 
and habits of thought, may have taught us toy 
Admire. National difpofitions alfo , and religious 
Vol. L c 
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preventions, and fyftems of policy , «come in aid 
of the leading motives , and give, befides , a deter- 
mined caft to the general view. The hiftorian fees 
with his own eyes, and feels, in every defcription, 
the emotions which are analogous to the temper 
of his foul. 

It fhould feem, however > in describing the 
times which I have chofen, that there can be 
nothing fufficiently interefting to excite this undue 
I predile&ion. The feelings of the reader are feldom 
I thofe of the writer. I have chofen, indeed, the 
dark ages, thofe times, which it has long been 
the fafhion to depreciate ; over which ignorance 
is thought to have fpread the dark mantle of 
barbarifm and ftiperftition , under which few traces 
can be found which the improved and enlightened 
minds of thefe days can furvey undifgufted. The 
judgment "is unequitable. I will not fay that there 
was not much darknefs j but alfo there were many 
rays, difperfed on chara&ers, and beaming from 
events, which the lefs faftidious hiftorian can collect 
and view with pleafure. The darknefs was the 
neceffary effect of caufes which , in every circum- 
fiance, were organized to produce it 
view of the The Goths , the Huns , the Vandals , the Franks , 
eietemhce*. the ]$ U rgundians, and the Lombards, had defcen-f 
ded, like clouds of locufts , from the north,! 
and proudly fixed their iron thrones on the ruins j 
of the weflern world. Triumphant in their J 
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ftrength^ they defpifed the puny nations they 
had eafily fubdued. Arms and the animating fports 
of the field could alone gain their attention. To 
them the arts were an unmanly occupation *, and 
as they knew nothing of fcience, it even fank lower 
in their eftimatton* The manners and tafte of j 
the ruling party are foon communicated ' to the i 
other orders of fociety. Thefe even will defert 
every Former purfuit* and throw off the character 
they before efteemed„ the better to conciliate the 
favor, and to make their way to the notice, of 
their new mafters. Thus did the people , whom V 
the barbarians had conquered 5 foon themfelves I 
become barbarous; the purfuits of fcience Ian- / 
guiflied ; and the powers of reafon», for a time j 
difufed , feemed to have loft their native energy. J 
$ But as this difpofition of things i from the. y 
iiatural inftability of man, <:ould net tang con- | 
tinue, fo did fcience foon revive » and the arts 
of peace were cultivated. Indeed b even in the . 
worft moments , they were not utterly extin- ^ 
guiflied a as we know from the annals of th§/ 
times» But in fpeakmg of events, a general view 
only can be exhibited, I faid that fcieftce foon j 
revived > and with it the arts. In their revival 
they are but little fuperior to the iniperfe£lion . 
of thqir firft growth % languid^ tar$y* and element* 
ary. £ven in the eleventh century * the period 
I have ch©fen> when the new kingdoms wefe 

6 a 
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firmly eftablilhed,. the view of fociety is often 
uninviting, and fometixnes difgufting from its bar- 
barous and unenlightened chara&er. But perhaps 
too fevere a prepoffeffion had engaged the judge- 
ment. When I.confider the enlarged minds and 
the virtuous endowments of fome men , who then 
lived,. I am inclined to think it. The reader will 
determine- 

About the fifteenth century, when the more 
elegant productions of antiquity began to be more 
generally read, to decry the monkiih writers was 
deemed a proof of great difcernment. Their 
language > indeed, was barbarous > compared with 
better models; but I would rather read a monkifk 
compofition , of which at leaft the ideas are fome- 
times original, than the works of thofe faftidious 
critics* AfFe&edly imitative of Ciceronean elegance, 
they are vapid and ^difgufting. But we ourfelves 
have been led away by the puerile judgment of 
the men, I allude to. We do not fufficiently 
refleft that, in the dark ages, even the moft culti- 
vated mind muft have wanted language with which 
to clothe his ideas. Latin had long ceafed to be 
Jpoken , and the modern tongues of Europe were 
as yet barren and unexpreffive. They wrote in 
Latin. What judgment , let me afk , would poft- 
\ erity form of the claffical elegance, at leaft, even 
| of thefe times, if modern authors were tied down 
I to the ufe only of the dead languages? I know 
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*iot that the editor of BeHendenus, whom* fome 
admire , cotdd pcomife to .himfelf a never - fading * 
-wreath ' of glory.* Yet foe tbefo four hundred years, ] v 
Itave [tihe ages which preceded them been princi-\ 
pally defprfed , becaufe the • language at their ) 
authors was rude and. unharmoHious. / 

Another circumftance has contributed to ftreng- 
then the unfavorable « impreflion. When ;the Re* 
formation began, in the fixteenth century, it was 
thought neceflary to juftify : the meafure by every 
plaufible pretext. It was owing to the daritnefs in 
Aviich the world had been involved, they faid , 
Aat error had fo fiiccefefully made its way, and 
had Tapped the foundations of religious truths In 
all their writings the firfi reformers . dwell K>n this { 
idea. The. more gloomy the reprefentation- can 
be made, the more expedierrt ^becomes their work, 
and the greater fucoefs would attend' their en- 
deavours. Succefe did attend themj- and their 
fucceffors in the miniftry h$ve: not been lefs fedu- 
ious to keep alive the fame impreffion on the , 
minds of the people. There ?waa truth in theS 
general ' Yiew ; hut the deep coloring feemedj 
fometimes to difguife its ftrongeft features. 

I mean not to write the apology of the dark 
ages ; but I will take a flioTt furvey of the eleventh 
century, which may ferve ta introduce my reader 
to the period; I have described in the* following 
liiftory. / 

c'3 
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Greek Now waa the Grfeek coihpletely . Tevertd from the 
schifnu ^atia church, by the induftry and holcLperfever- 
ance Of Michael Gerularius, patriarch of Goilftanti- 
iiople; Photius, in the ninth century, had* begun 
the fchifm y a mah of talents and of vaft learning, 
but ambitious, in defign, adulatory in addrefe, and 
intemperate in every pr6je£l. Michael -was difpo- 
JTed t>0:ac£pm3riiih.:the , ¥rort which his : «predeceffoiv 
;wJ)ofe, memory her severed ,' had opened y and he 
Jiad abilities for i&. Long had the .patriarch* of 
Cohftantibople arrogated to themfeives thi fpleh- 
did title x>i univeYfat'biJfoop i, a pretention .which the 
'Roman poatiffs had fttennboity oppbfed. The un* 
derftaiijding. bet vvceri -the two churchfes had fWldom 
fc^en jcordiii. TJrefe ♦ware always fufficieat fub- 
je&s to .create jealoiafites «nd ahimofity. They now 
broke. etft with linatfiial rancor. .The eafterh 
jHtriarch brought forward his charges againft the 
•Latin church. Thfey weretiivial, and could not 
-juftify the divifton he prqjeflied ; but the effeft an- 
fweredhia moft fengtiine hopes. His accufations 
were* that the Latins. in their faerifice ufed unlea*- 
.VeneA bread; that they rite of ftrangtod : meats ; 
that they did not fing alleluia in Lentj and that 
farhetirhes they fafted /xtt Saturdays. Such charges 
hardly merited ^ ferious, reply. Thfc pope , 
however-, Leo IX * was irritated ; and the itttem- 
p4ranice of his coftdu^U ivhich bU< miftifters did 
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hut aggravate, gave an air of equity to meafuret\ 
which were affumed in levky* andambkioft, T<* 
overthrow moll effe£lqally the extravagant p*etel*r* 
fions of ^erfckrtus,;£*o* dares to produce hi*, 
own: c <Kn<Wv*" fays lie*, -«that my foveirtignty 
a reaches. t6 heaVen , and extends over all the king- 
* doms of the earth." TheGrSekwas not convinced ; 1 
and from that moment the fetal fchifm wa*. figned, 1 
which no efforts have been finee able to repair*. J 

The wealth of the cht&ch had,, throiigh a- long Wefer* 
fucceflion of years, been'iflcreafiftg, and with it ****** 
the temporal power aftd infiueneeiof its. miniftew. 
They were pbffeffed of domains and principalities^ 
The two jurifdiftions^wiiicfe mtH&r-own natures 
are effentially ^iftinft, became thus confounded, , 
and the paftor of the'fibck was the Iterft fcf the 
people. Rome , from the days of Conftkntme* hatl 
grown rich and powerftifc *t he piety of fome , the * 
liberality of others, an<J the miftak'en zealof more* 
bad continually added to its poffeflions* But : fixrt& 
the moment it became cuftomary ft>r the pope to 
erown the weftern. emperor i' the prerogatives o£ 
his fee arofe to an immeafuiable magnitude. He 
that could give a diadem , it was faid , poffeffed a 
power above him who bowed hts head td teceive 
it The princes themlelves , whofe intefeft it ofteti . 
^was,. contributed by their fubimflion to ftrtngthei* 

* Fleury , &c„ 

€ * 



Kl ; INTRODUCTION; 

the illufion. It was, in ; this century, as will fos 
feen, tt that the power of .Rome was in it§ greateft 
altitude, ...,..*..,. ,;••'... 

Accuftomed to view Europe in its prefent ftatc , 
ivhen general intereft, in \fpite of political diffen-r 
iions, is made a* bond. of union, the- retrofpe& 
into, times when nations flood alone, is cold, and 
nnint^refting. I can therefore look to Rome, with 
real. fetisfa&ion , ^yhen with propriety it might be 
called the centre! of .ciyil; union. It connected 
kingdoms,. it fwayed their interefts, it controuled 
x Jhe abufe of power , it received appeals from 
the oppreHed ,, itavfed the vicious, it diftri- 
buted juitice, it ilrengthened and gave rewards to 
yirtue, 

Th$ p9pes of this century (I mean as far as, 
Gregory VII. ) were not men of great abilities or of 
great virtues. I muft except Leo IX. and Alex- 
ander II. The firft of thefe had high endow- 
ments, y Inceffantly -he labored to reform the-' 
yices of the church j he affembled councils, and 
he oppofed, the fpreading torrent of fimony 
and incontinence, He travelled much , ftriving 
every where to re-eftablifh difcipline , and to 
jCorreft ^bufes. To the fervor of- his. zeal corre- 
sponded the innocence of his own life. He was the 
father of the poor, and the refyge of the npdferablej. 
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and he fpent his day» in penitence, prayer, and 
good works. This was the fair fide of Leo. In his 
cdnduft towards the patriarch of. Cogftantinople 
and his abettors, he was lefs mild, lefs forbearing, 
iind Jefs prudent. But when a, party of Norman 
xnarauders had entered. Italy, and plundered his 
territories , the pontiff would not brook the dating 
infult. He colle&ed an army., and tharched at their 
head. In a pitched battle his forces were defeated, 
and himfelf wasf taken prifoner. ;The conquerors 
treated the venerable captive-' with the greateft 
refpeft ; but. they detained him.: ,Hp died i& 
their hands a . — The courtly annalift , Baro- 
nius, is offended that: this aflion of Leo fhould 
have been cenfured as contrary- to chr^ftian meek- 
xiefs ,* and he juftifies \t :by tl$e a^^goxy of the 
two fwords. • . : v . . 

It is remarkable that Leo, in his letter to Cerulariusv 
whwqh I mentioned, reproacjie^, the :Qreeks with 
having raifed a woman to the, patriarchate of 
Conftantinople. This he would not have done, had 
fhe adventures^ of pope Joan been then known. 
Modern fagacity, however, has discovered that t&e 
event happened in the ninth century, near two 
hundred years before Leo. x \ 

• Benedict VI1L had alfo exhibited a Spirit, equally 
piartial and magnanimous. The Sarap^ns landed 

.. * Baron. AnnaL ad an. 105]; » . , 
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In Tlrffcafcy, and pufliing en their eonquefts, 
threatened the gates of Rome. The pontiff affem- 
bled his bHhops. and the Champions of the church , 
when if was refolved inftantly to attack the enemy. 
The pope marchied< At the fame time a Beet was 
ordered to be out at fe* to intercept their retreat 
The iiifidels Were routed , and not a man is 
laid to have fcfeaped Qie fword. The prince of 
the Saracens , whom this overthrow of his people 
bad exafperated, and whofe queen had loft her 
&ead by the pontiffs, order , fent to Benedict 

* fack full of chefnuts , fignifying by his mef- 
■fehger, thAt, the next fpring, he WQuJd land 
: ns many foldiers, on the ihores of Italy, ** Take,** 

( ikid the pope, "this puffe of millet back to 
! « ydUr maftet; it will tell him the number of 
c< my brave men who (hall meet him at hi* 

* tending 1 . * 
My motive in relating thefe ahecdotes is to 

fcow, what was the fpitit of the age; and to 
) Tuggeft the fefle&ion , that, even virtuous charac- 
i %ers are fotnfctlmes CoxripofeJi of very extraor- 
dinary materials. t 
{ A* $ie tiara was become an objeft of more 

ambition, than the imperial crown, it was often 
'■Sought : for hf *men y whom the luft of £ower 

ibnly ittftigated to mount tfee facred chair. 

Fa&ions were formed to fupport the candidates. 
) Thus, in iq33, was ettfted Beftidift IX * a youth 
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of twelve years, who difgraced the holy office by 
a' life of infamy *• — Without the miraculous 
Intervention of providence the evil was inevitable. 
Good men lamented it.; but they feeraed not 
•fufficiently to know what % the means were which 
xtmld alone prevent its .repetition. They fooulfl/ 
have diverted the holy fee of that power and \ 
-external pageantry, which were its irrefiftibl© f 
allurements. In the brighteft ages of the church, i 
.the popes of Rome were the pallors only of the I 
yteople. The days are returning Jto.-us» 1 . - -/ 
t nnd, at this time^ in the church df. Europe, 
many learned and virtuous bifltops. While wat, 
with its concomitant eVils^ diftiirbetl the peac6 of ; 
fotiety, to their courts retired the fitidiatfs and 
4geiitle*minded, and they found protedlicm in them. 
They cultivated the (Sciences, knpeffe& as.thfey 
-wtere , and they tutored the youth to virtue; Th*ir 
piety, though Hot always enlightened^ was fincer^, 
and to the duties of religion they dedicated theic 
lives, Fromo the nature of the feudal cempaft, 
which now prevailed , the bifliops wete bound tt> 
martial fervice. Many ferved in perfonvj fuch w£a 
the chkra&er of the age: while others were fatisfied 
to fend their contingent of men and horfes, at the 
' fummons of their lord, A biflio^ * accoutred for 
ttoe field , and marching at the head *>f hi* vaffals, 
was no uncommon fight. The frowning helmet, 
he thought, became him better, ''th*& the gairifh^ 

4 Baron, An. 
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^nitre. Fatal to the fpirit of ccclefiaftical difcipline 
was this prepofterous arrangement \ 
. Many new convents were now formed, and 
difcipline was reftored to others. They alio 
became afylums to^ fcience and to virtue. The 
ipiety and fervent zeal of the firft ages feemed to 
irevive. The efte& wis generally felt, and the 
profligacy of the times was powerfully counter- 
vailed*; — t wifh the reader to be fenfible that to 
toariy qbje&s there is a fair aild a foul fide. If I 
dwell with moft pleaiure on the firft, is my tafl^e 
vxeprel^nfiblfe^ fiut.to this tafte, I would ilot faerie 
1 tfice the ! finalleft element of truth. 
Poiitfcaiftite ^ In the -political world there is much to furvey, 
of Bute* e. C ould my limits allow it. — Henry, the Second of the 
. name , was Emperor in Germany. The hiflorians ol 
#he age ire lavifh in his praifes ; for never had the 
church a better friend. He was a father alfo, to his 
people, and bis patriotifm and martial prowefs were 
as celebrated as his piety. His devotion to the holy 
fee was unbounded. With Gunegundis, his queen, 
he went ta Rome, where from the hand of Benedict 
i VIII. they received the imperial crown. Baronius 
remarks that, no one was then called Emperor, 
-who had not fubmitted to this ceremony. It was 
thus performed. Henry, furrounded by twelve 
Roman fenators, of whom fix were fhaved , and 

'. .; * Flwfjdiff j. # Ibid. 
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fix wore long beards, with ftaves in their hands, 
proceeded to the church of St. Peter, Cunegundi^ 
was by his fide. The pope waited in the porch. 
He here afked the king, if he would ever defend 
the Roman fee, and bear true allegiance to him- 
felf and fucceffors. Henry bowed affent. They 
were then introduced; both were anointed, and 
both received a crown from the hand of the pon- 
tiff. ' The fame day they fupped with Benedict in 
the Lateran palace 7 . — Henry then* by an ample 
diploma , confirmed to the Roman fee all its anci- 
ent privileges, and the donations which his prede- 
ceflbrs had made of the fovereignty of Rome and 
the exarchate of Ravenna. 

The weftern empire, which had been extinguiffi- 
6d in Auguftulus , was reftored in the ninth century, 
in the perfon of Charlemagne, king of France, 
who extended his conquefts into part of Spain , 
and into Italy, and Flanders, sfad Germany, and 
part of Hungary. The imperial crown continued 
in the different branches of his family. But as the 
emperors, to indulge their favorites, or compelled 
by circumftances, had erefted many petty fovereigns 
in their ftates , /thefe grew powerful; and on the 
death of Lewis IV. in 912, they declared that 
the imperial dignity had devolved on the Germanic 
body. Conrad, duke of Franconia, was therefor© 

7 Ditm. in Baron. 
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clewed empetor, to whom fucceeded ttenty I> 
duke of Saxony , the anceftor of the Heiiry , I 
have mentioned* His fucceffor was Conrad IL 

St. Stephen > the firflr king of Hungary , and its 
apoftle, is another prince, with whofe praifes the 
liiftories of the age refound. And , as far as we can 
judge, he was deferving of them* Early in his 
feign , when he Was but duke of Hungary , he fent 
an ambaffadof to Rome to procure from his 
holinefe the confirmation of the pious foundations 
he had made , and of the biflioprics he had ere&edj 
and, at the fame time, to requeft that he would 
confer on him the title of king. The pope approv- 
ed of all his meafures» and prefented him with 
& rich crown, which had been defigned for the 
brows of Miceflas , duke of Poland. The motives 
for this preference were cogent Stephen, by his 
ambaffador, had fubmitted his kingdom to the 
j>rote<£lkm of the holy fee f „ 

, Having converted his people to chriftianity, afcd 
civilized their barbarous manners , his next care 
Was to make them happy. He eftabliflied an 
^excellent code , Which » at this day , is the bafis of 
tlie laws of Hungary, and he attended to their 
execution/ He was a faint and a legil\atoR Be 
was alfo a warrior ; and the fuccefs of his arms 
torrefponded with the equity of his caufe. Under 
him Hungary became a great and flourifhing 

* Baron* 
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nation , and his memory is ftill held in the 
warmeft veneration, by that brave and indepen- 
dent people. 

In France reigned Robert, and after him Henry 
( I. his Ton. Robert was an amiable, a beneficent* 
a pious, and a learned prince. He had married 
Birtha, his coufin, which drew on him the fevereft 
cenftires of the church» While under the fentence 
of excommunication , two fervants only were per» 
mitted to approach his perfon 5 and as every thing 
which he touched was polluted, they were careful 
to burn , or to pafs through a flame , the cups artd 
difhes which were ufed at his table. To this th6 
king fubmitted; but he would not furrender his 
wife. In the mean time , Birtha was delivered of 
a child, with the head and neck of a goofe, fayt 
a contemporary writer*. Robert relinquifhed her, 
and married Conftance of Aries , a turbulent and 
headftrong woman. 

From an interview between himfelf and tht 
Emperor Henry , we may collect the difinterefted 
and pious fpirit of the age. They met on the 
banks of the Mofelle. After the bufineft of tht 
congrefs had been amicably adjufted, Robert pre- 
ferred his imperial friend with a hundred horfes 
richly caparifoned , each carrying a complete 
fuit of armour and a helmet. Thefe Henry reftife& 

9 J?«t. ©amis, • 
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Btit from among other magnificent gifts, which 
lay before him , he chofe a book of the gofpels, 
highly ornamented, and a calket containing the 
tooth of St. Vincent. Robert , the next day, 
fhowed an equal difintereftednefs. From a 
hundred weight of pure gold he took only a pair 
of ear-rings, which were then worn by men, or 
as fome tranflate it, two veflels for his table* \ — 
He is faid to have been the firft king of France 
>vho touched for the evil. 

In the reign of the next prince, an expert warri- 
or and a prudent ftatefman , we read of little elfe 
but diffenfions and battles. ' Then began the vio- 
lent contefts between the crown and the dukedom 
of Normandy. Robert, the fecond of the name , 
with a holy enthufiafm , departing For Jerufalem , 
left his dominions to his natural fon, William * a 
youth of nine years. The little hero was oppofed 
by his own vaflals, and the king, with many 
powerful princes, foon combined againft him. He 
triumphed over them, learning in the field and 
in the cabinet, the maxims of policy and the ener- 
gy of aftion, which in a few years would exalt 
him to the Englifh throne. 

Of England, during this period, the hiftory is 
well known. It comprifes the reign of Ethelred, 
with the melancholy recital of the Danilh-incurfi- 
ons, and the final fubmiffion of the country to 

t# Glaber, apud Baron. 
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the invaders. Theft reigned Catttite , a great and 
wife inoiiarch; and Harold and Hardicanute, his 
fojis, for nothing commendable * but for agility 
and ftrength of body. In Edward , the cohfeffor, 
Who fuCceeded, we again find a prince, whom 
hiftorians have.praifed without meafure. He was\ 
humane, juft, and pious, and his people loVed/ 
him j but he wanted vigor and capacity. The 
pr^fperity of his reign owed lefs to his abilities* ' 
than to the conjun&ufes of the timesi His Want 
of Children proved fatal to the Saxon line. 

. At What other time * in the annals of Europe* 
Jjhall we find fuch a knot of kings as thefe ? But 
"White they were laboring to extend juftice * or 
tQ v hi,uaa5Mii2?e their people .$ qt to propagate y what 
they concealed to be 3 the beft maxims of religion 
and trtjth * a neAv kingdom was forming on the 
Itajia&i flipre. Taricred, a noble Nqrman 9 lord of j 
Hattfeville , with his twelve fonsj and a gallant 
«driny of adventurers j left their cotmtryjin 1 008 j and 
fending in Apulia ^.foon expelled the Saracens, and ' 
the Greeks their confederates. Succefs attended 
their future operations* though truelty and injuftice 
to.o often marked their progrefs. From this time , 
the Normans became dukes of Calabria* and count* \ 
and dukes .of Apulia; Robert Guifcard, the boldeft i 
Norman of them allj augmented his power by 
the «conquejft of Sicily , Naples * and all the lands 
which lie between that city and the territory «-of 

Vol. I e 
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Rome. Roger , his fon , was faluted by the pope, 
king of both the Sicihei *\ 

. Robert Guifcard had given his daughter, Helena» 
hi marriage to Conftantine , fon of Michael Ducas, 
emperor of Conftantinople» Michael being de- 
throned by Nicephorus, his fon and daughter were 
£aft into prifon. The infult roufed the Normait 
hero , and he marched towards the eaft at the head 
of fifteen thoiifand men. In the mean time, Alexius 
Gomnenus had ufurped the imperial throne» Guif- 
card continued his march , when in Albania he 
was met by Alexius. The imperial arrtiy Was a 
hundred and fifty thoufand ftrong» Robert viewed 
the mighty hoft, and prepared for battle* On his 
knees he fpent two watches of the night with his 
army, and with the rifing fun attacked the enemy* 
They were rotlted, and ; fled in cdhfufion» Succeft 
attended his other operations, and he fixed his 
eye on the throne of Conftantinople* But' diftur* 
bances in the weft Called him away to fup£ort his 
friend , Gregory VII. againft the attacks of the 
German Henry» 

The hiftory of Spain, at this time, is too 
complicated and too romantic, to afford matter 
for ferious difcufliom The authors are many , but 
their violent attachment to the Spanifh catife, and 
their hatred to the Moors, had rendered them 
blind to impartial truth* Yetj abftra&ing from 
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religion, we well know on which fide lay fcience, 
and the arts which qn ennoble and, embeUifl* 
human nature. 

As to the writers of the age , in general , I know 1 Learning and 
»ot what to fay. Their . compofitions , as far <a* «*»■«**< 
may be concluded from ex;tra£ls, are not always 
inelegant ; nor are they void oi accuracy , ii* 
hiftorical narration, Their commentaries ca^ fcrip~< 
ture, and their cpntroverfial writings, only that; 
they point out the religioua tenets of the time* 
have little merit, to us aC leaft, who <?aa reour 
to better models. But it is the credulity qf theii: 
beft writers, ever dwelling on piracies and legen-» 
dary tales , which gives furprifo Qn. other occa«^ 
fiotos. they feem to have been m%n 9 tfojt void of 
judgment and perfpicuoos fcnfe» It is a/ problem* 
not eafy to be folved. Could we t^anfport oujffelyea 
back to their times > smd fei?e t&e affociation. of 
ideas which had occupied their minds, we might 
difcover how they few and reafoned* It ^was. the- 
natural effect of circumstances. t which, then xiix 
fuperior fenfe ox better organisation cojild hav^ 
ftirmourtted Man is a {Ja?t of ths general fyften* 
which time rolls* oa, and is fubjeft to, ijs laws«. 
They were as wife as they could bq ; ai\d if we are 
wifer, it is, becaufc* new order of things has rifei* 
to our view. The time will arrive, when this ; ag$ 
slfa may be denominated daCrfc; and vyho^ k^Qws* 
feut they may fay, y# w$re credulous? Qu% 

e 4 - 



Hi INTRODUCTION. 

anceftors, I doubt not, thought themfelves as little 
tmder the influence of prejudice and idle fancy i a» 
we may deem ourfelves ; and to fpeak equitably, 
agreeably to the idea I fuggefted, qn it be faid, 
that they were deceived? 

The ordeal-trials, by bailing water, or red-hot 
. iron, were now in great ufew In vajn had councils 
by their canons, and popes, by their decrees, 
attempted to fuppxefs them. The fnperftitious 
f^bftinacy of the age could not be controuled. Yet 
if we tax* at all rely on accounts, which come 
down to ps with ^11 the air of authenticity, it 
tnuft be owned that the event of tfaefe triajs ^ratf 
fometimesr trnly wonderful. In 1667 1 were great 
diffenfions in Florence between the bi&op a&d the 
peopl^. They accufed him of haying obtained 
their fee by firooniacal practices, The monks of 
a neighbouring convent fuppofted the accufation. 
The biftop denied the charge. In this ftate of 
indetfifiOn * which no ordinary procef* could then 
terminate, the inonks offered to verify their 
accufation by the trial of fire. The bold challenge 
was applauded by the people* attd they aflembled 
Tound the convent. Two piles of wood were* 
*aifed, ten feet long, fiye feet wide, and four feet 
high. A fpace of fix feet feparated the piles, 
Which was alio covered with conabuftible materials, 
A young monk , named Peter , came forward. 
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He had been chofert for the awftil ceremony , and 
he was habited in his prieftly veftments. By order 
of his abbot he then advanced to the altar, and 
began the fervice of the day. The people, filent 
and in dread expectation , waited round thfc altar* 
Towards the clofe of the facrifice , four monks 
tome down to fet fire to the piles» They carried' 
#* their hands twelve lighted torches,, h\ an inflant 
the piles we*e in a blaze. Peter, having finifhed 
the fervice, advanced towards the fires % bearing 
a crofs in his hand, and finging with the choif 
as he advanced» Silence being made, the condition* 
pf the trial wefereadto the people. They appland* 
ed with loud acclamations , and called on heaven 
1q fupport its awn caufe* 

By this time the piles were nearly reduced to 
glowing embers ; when Peter , ftanding at a fmalt 
diftance, pronounced, with a firm voice, the follow^ 
ing prayer : tt Lord Jefus , n laid he , c< if Petef 
u of Pavia has ufurped by fimony the fee of 
* Florence y fuccour me, I befeech thee, in thia 
" tremendous trial, and fave me from this fire, 
tc as thou didft preferve the three children in the 
" burning furnace. " So faying he embraced his 
brethren; and the people were afked, how long 
they chofe, he ftould remain in the fire? Let him 
but pafs flowly through it, faid they. — He fixed 
his eyes on the crofs, and w,ith a gay countenance 
flowly entered the burning paffage. His feet 
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fvere bare. For a time he was invifible in the 
ftnoke; but he foon appeared, on 'the other fide, 
fafe and uninjured. The flame feemed gently to 
move his hair, and his linen garments floated 
Ughtly on the current; but not even tljie hairs on 
his legs were finged. The people crowded round 
him ; fell at his feet , and called him their deliverer 
and the friend of heaven '\ — The biftop confeffed 
Jiis guilt and was depofed, 

. The account ia abridged from the letter which 
the clergy and people of Florence wrote to the» 
pope on the occafton ; and its truth is attefted by 
the hiftorians of the age. Peter was afterwards 
made a cardinal and bjjhop of Albano, He acquire 
ed the name of igneus. 

- I could mention many fimilar events, but none 
fo fplendid as this. Our philosophers,, verfed ia 
the chymiftyy of nature, will account for th$ 
phenomenon. To me it feems, that heaven, 
propitious to the good intentions and fimplicity 
of the age, might fometimes perhaps thus yifibly 
Announce itfelf , to excite a juft horror of crimes, 
which by their frequency had ceafed to be 
regarded. I cannot, at leaft, fubfejfibe to that 
faftidiaus criticifm, which rejefts every fa£l as 
fabulous, that does not fquare with the m^afuxc 
Of modern maxims and t&eories.^ 
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'The virtue» of the eleventh dentury were valoW 
and devotion > ( if the former can pretend to the 
name,) and its Viced were cruelty, fuperftition, and) 
intemperance. The tranfition from one to the 
other is eafy , and the alliance natural; Valor > 
where education does not check its exuberance , 
runs out to ferocity ; and devotion * tinallayed t>y 
reafon, is the parent of fuperftition. intemperance 
mull be found, where, in a fociety not reftrained 
by the' rules of decorum, the groffer paffions have 
the firft claim to indulgence* B tit where valor 
is, there will be a certain dignity of character , 
fiipported by generality * by hofcor, and a con- 
tempt of what is bafe and mercenary* Whert 
devotion mixes with Valor, it caufes an enthu- 
fiafm, which no dangers or difficulties can inti* 
Jnidate. 

In many dhafa&ers of the? age I find thefe vir-» 
tues, and near them might all the Vices be likewifd 
found : they grew naturally from the foiL But the* 
reader has feen men, in whom was virtue unfullied 
by any vice. On the throne he faw juft and vir- 
tuous monarchs ; in the field braVe and generous . 
warriors j in the church zealous and charitable 
billiops 5 and in the common walks of life there 
were men , emulous to copy the virtues they 
admired in their fiiperiors. 

From the above fketch, the mariners of the 
people may be eafily traced Their valor Would 
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be brutality $ and their devotion would be JTu- 
perftition. It is the natural gr^d^tion* In thofe 
two features is portrayed the ftrong outline of the 
eleventh century. — I laid* I did not mean to 
apologize tot its faults , or to blazon fets. Virtues* 
.There is a temperate and tranquil jpaedium 
through which obje&s are feen in thek true prcn 
portions. Through that medium I ftrove to 
,dire£t my fight ; and if I have fucceeded , I have 
prepared a proper Introduction to the following 
jhiftory. 
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Anno, 1079. 

P'ETER ABEILLARD was born in the vil- B *> ° * 
lage of Palais, four leagues from Nantes, in Lit- & 
tie Britany, towards the clpfe of the eleventh century, Hls bl "«; th «nd 
in the year 1079 *• His father'* name wa* Berenger , 
a gentlepian of noble defcent , and Abeil lardis 
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BOOK thought to have been the eldeft of many children. 
i.-^ Berenger, before he entered the army, had been 
early inftru£ted in the elements of. fuch learning 
as the age had to fupply, and he ever after retain- 
ed a fondnefs for letters: he was otrefiil there- 
fore that, in the education of his children, whilil 
their bodies were formed to arms , the more ex- 
cellent culture of their tninds fhould not be neg- 
le&ed. The church or arms were then the only 
faihionable profefiions of gentlemen, and, witlA 
the addition of the law , the fame continues to be/ 
thetafte of all polite .nations to theprefent day. J 
Abeillard came into the world with the happieft 
difpofitions : his mind, gentle as the air of Britany, 
and fertile as its foil , was open to sftl the impref- 
fions of literary discipline. So he fpeaks of him* 
fclf * — Fable relates ( for there was a time when 
the birth of every great man was attended by 
fome marvellous circumftance) that his mother 
had fure forebodings of his future eloquence, 
and therefore from the bee, called him Abeillard: 
fbe faw honey falling from his lips \ — Being his 
father's favorite , his education was more fedu- 
loufly guarded ; and very foon fuch fa/l hold had 
the love of letters taken of his mind, that they 
became the ruling pafiion of his life. Deftined to 
arms /he loft all relifh for the purfuits of that 

* Hift. Caiam. ' Vied'Abcil. 
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brilliant and fedu&ive profeffion 9 and he refigned book 
his inheritance, with all the rights of primoge- j % 
niture , to his younger brothers* "At the feet , 
tt of Minerva, fays he, I facrificed all the mi- 
" litary pomp which blazes round the car of the 
" God of War V 

But what were the charms , which , at that 
gloomy period of fallen fcience , could have 
power to captivate the ardent mind of Abeillard ? 
To judge from his writings, he was not unac- 
quainted with the beft authors of the pureft age 
of*Roman literature j them , under his father's eye 
he had probably made his favorite purfuitj and 
thefe ftudies, as they had ornamented his mind, " 
fo had they prepared him to enter on a new 
career, in which alone, at that time , the- afpiring > 
ambition of youth could meet an objeft ample ' 
enough to fatisfy its defires. 

Philofophy, or more properly that branch of [ 
it , which is termed logic , or the art of difputa- \ 
tion , was then riling into renown ; and that our 
young fcholar might have every advantage £which 
could be given him , of being thoroughly initiated , 
into its various arts , he was put under the tuition , 
of Rofcelin , the acuteft logician of the age *. — ( 
Rofcelin, lefs lkilled in theology, than in the 
~fubtilties of his art, brought himfelf, fome year*\ 

J 
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* 0/> & after, into great trouble , on account of the very 

Is lingular notions he had introduced into the myfte- 

tious do&rine of the Trinity» He was a Tritheift 

For this he was condemned in the council of 

Compiegne, 1092 *. 

Under fo able a mailer, Abeillard , it is not to be 

doubted, made a rapid advance: the ftudy was 

well adapted to his genius: acute and penetrating^ 

he would eagerly devote himfelf to inquiries, 

/which opened to his view an extenfive fcene, that 

/ feeixied to call all the powers of his foul into a&ion, 

; and where he could promife to himfelf at once the 

- difplay of abilities , and the glory of conqueft— The 

Vf&ories of the fchools had then their charms, as 

foothing perhaps to vanity as were thofe of the field , 

, and ftirely they were more innocent* The laurels , 

* indeed, which wreathed the brows of the literary 

; champion , were not , in the eye of the multitude, 

fo awfully dignified, but they drew very general 

\ admiration /nor were they fullied with a fingle 

Is, drop of human bloody 

Having thus provided for the future reputation 
of his fon, in a manner which feemed to enfure 
his fuccefs, Berenger withdrew from the noify 
fcehe of arms, to the retirement of a convent — 
The cloifter was then the ufual retreat of men , 
whom either disappointment had difgufted of the 

4 Fleyur, vol. xiii. 
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world , or indolence rendered unfit for its a&ive BOOS 
purfuits. It was likewife an afylum, to which re» f» 
ligion or the gentle voice of humanity called many, 
who looked with horror on the enormities of a 
barbarous and warlike age. King» were feen to 
relign their crowns for the monkifh cowl , and the 
walls of the convents thronged with inhabitants 
of all ages, and of every fex and condition. Ab- 
ufes and great crimes were the neceflary confo 
quence of this promifcuous affemblage of men: 
but , at the times I am describing, the worft 
exceffes of the cloiftered life were but puny evib 
-when compared with the rapines, the murders, \ 
the extortions, which, with impunity, were J 
.pra&ifed on the great theatre of the world* 

From his cell, Berengg^^fhought to view, innetweii, 
unxlifturbed repofe, tl^/p^did career of his fon 
Abeillardj nor were his^flipe&ations fruftrated. 
The young man had hardiy reached his fixteenth 
year, but he felt himfelf fufficiently ftrong to xely 
on his own exertions , and he quitted hi? matters, 
whofe jnftru&ions , as he had little morp to Jeara. 
from them , could only retard the -expanfion of 
his mind 7 . — When, * by proper discipline,, the 
youthful chara&er has been fometime habituated 
to the forpis of order aftd of claffic rule^ it fhould 
be left to itfelfj it will take its own bqit;* and 
prpfper b^ft* -. . . . ~ . . 

7 Vic d'Abeil. . . .* ',,..., 
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BOOK Britany could no longer fatisfy his willies ; he 
I, withdrew therefore from his native coyntry , and 
with an ardor , whic h fhowed the great defire he 
had of improvement, he rapidly ran over the 
neighbouring provinces, in queft of fcience *. — In 
this, he propofed to himfelf the example of thofe 
ancient philofophers , whofe lives he had reach 
and whom he thought it glorious to imitate. Over 
their minds the love of wifdom held an unbound- 
ed control. •* I emulated, " fays he, the 
feme of the peripatetic fchool, and in whatever 
M quarter, I was told, the ftudy of philofbphy 
K u was purfued , thither I went , that no fourc*» 
• J* of fcience might be hidden from me *. *" — But 
when the provincial fchools h*d nothing more to 
give, Abeillard turti^lf his eyes to Paris; where 
^ he arrived about ttffe l^ft year of the eleventh 
\century, and in the ^Wentieth year of his age. 
Siatf %t The fchools of Paris, for more than a century, 

Mmta* had been rifing to a great reputation, and they 
i were now become the general mart of fcience, to 
I which reforted fcholars from all the kingdoms of 
VEurope 1 *. The circumftance of its being the 
principal refidence of the French monarchs contri- 
buted not a little to give it celebrity, and to 
draw to it the ableft mailers. — Since the revival 
of knowledge in the weftern empire, under thfcl 
anfpicious eye of Charlemagne , in the eighth I 

* Hift. CaL • lb. t# Fteury % . Dupiii > &*• 
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century, the greateft monarch perhaps that eve*. BOOK 
fwayed the fceptre, and whom the warrior, the \ l^ 
man of letters , and the chriftian might call his v 
friend, the French nation had taken the lead iiij 
the progrefs of the arte of literature. Yet when 
compared with the rapid defcent,! by which the 
human mind, from the height of fcience ^and 
poliflied life, is harried into ignorance and bar ba- 
rifm, how flow" and almoft 'imperceptible is the 
return it makes even to the firft dawnings of the 
new day, which,, in the revolutions of dates and" 
kingdoms, is fometimes deftined to rife upon us! 

Alcuin , the luminary, of a dari age , whom Bri* 
tain gave to Charlemagne to be his infftrn£ter and 
his guide, had traced out the lines, by which 9 
he thought, fcience might be the fooneft reftored. 
Thefe rules had been carefully purfued , and 
though they had led to no fplendid improvements, 
yet the fault lay not fo much in the method , as 
in the tardy conftitution of the human mind. He i - 
had recommended to begin by orthbgraphy ( » 
neceflary preliminary, undoubtedly, when evert i 
the Emperor himfelf was unable to write his owi|J 
name j ) to this was to fucceed the ftudy of gram* 
mar r of rhetoric, and laftly of philofophy, in its 
three branches, of logic, morals, and nature: but 
logic, or what I have already more properly cafc 
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aacrx led, the art of difputation, was the only por- 
jp. tion of that divine fcience, which was thought 
worthy to engrofs the attention of literary ain- 
bition " > 

} The rules of grammar, which, \xi every court* 
fey, flbould be. primarily applied to its native 
tongue, were then folely dire&ed to the ftudy of 
the Latin language; though Latin had ceafed to 
be fpoken, and all the infant tongues of Europe 
Were in a ftate of the loweft barbarifm. Nor yet was 
this; privileged tong^je itfelf raifed.to any degree of 
9keffieaJL perfe&ion. So. .true is it, that the art» 
and faiences, in the ; r moft minute ramifications, 
fceep an exa& pace with the ebbs and flows of 
feuman - npfure. < -**- Rhetoric they alfo ftudied; 
but it was a rhetoric whicfo taught them to depart 
from the noble Simplicity » of truth , and in its 
(fcead to fub^aftufe - an affe&ec£ jargon of language % 
tnd •a.-whtmfi&l; difplay ©f metaphorical figures; 
Ttte writings of Alciiin himfelf atteft the juftneft 
pfthefe obfeirvatioiis. : -^. Nor was their famous 
logic, wbifck *tstra&ed the attention of the admiring 
TPCffid , ajojt u*oa:e valuable. it was. no longer > what 
ife had beeu', uhder ka firft mailers , in the fchot>& 
*f Gxee^e", the art of a^aJJrate.reafoning, , whereby 
truth was discovered , and its bounds enlarged, by 

" fleury , E^ipia , &Q> 
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a*i eafy procefs, an error was detected; but now it B oo( 
oonfifted in the mere exercife of difputation, in j. 
the fubtle ajrai^gement of unmeaning terms , whicfy 
trloudedreafpn, and enveloped truth. Applaufe and 
not inftru&ion was the objeft of the mailers j and 
lie was the greatest adept who, by captious 
quibbles, could diftrefs his adverfary the moft '\ 

As the mind was thus bewildered in a maze of 
fophiftry, fp was the real fcience of man and of 
nature utterly jiegle&ed. They knew nothing of 
the mechanical powers of th^ world, and every; 
uncommon appearance was confidered as a cerr 
tain pref^ge of extraordinary events: they afcribe4 
them to myftic or to mprai caufes. — Their ethics \ 
3f an out into idle fpeculations , into definitions and 1 
divifions of vice and virtue, whilft practical docu- J 
znents and the high duties of life were little regarded. / 
-— The important bufinef* of criticifm, to which 
modern times are indebted for all they poflefs , ia 
the line pf Scientific improvement , w^s eqiially 
unknown asi the way* of nature. Fables they re- 
ceived as gpnuine fads, and thepaore extraordina- 
ry an event was, the greater wa$ its claim to; 
credibility *\ 

B,ut fchools were opeped, and monafteries were 
aifo founded, wherein inftru&ion was gratuitously 
^iftrihuted, ancj the jcrpwds of fchotos, whp 5 
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BOOK attended, were numerous beyond belief. It feemed 
r. as if the mind of man , tired out in the horrid 
fcenes of bloodfhed , which had fo long difgra- 
ced the annals of Europe , were returning to juft- 
er notions , and that a new order of things were 
preparing to rife. And fo it was ; but the great 
event was as yet diftant, in the way to which lay 
a long and dreary chafm of more than four hun- 
dred years. 

Paris, Ihavefaid, was the great centre of all 
the knowledge which the eleventh century could 
boaft of, and to this theatre I had conduced my 
young philofopher. His heart, doubtlefs beat 
with quicker puUations , when \ie entered thofe 
walls , which were foon to atteft his triumphs, 
and which had long been the objeft of ins ardent 
wiflies. 
He (indies Among the mafters , whofe reputation was great 

under chim. j n ^ fchools, William de Champeaux was the 

peanx and ' m r 

(lurreis. ihoft eminent Contemporary writers fpeak high- 
ly of his abilities and of his virtues , and he was 
deeply verfed, they tell us, and well exercifed 
in all the arts of the diale&ic difcipline "\ As 
with painful emulation he had rifen to the higheft 
honors in his profeffion, fo was he jealous of 
the feme he had acquired, and feared the moft 
diftant rivaL The leffons of this man Abeillard 

14 Q,ocrcet. Note 
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frequented, and he was much pleafed with the book 
choice he had made. His fluency of language and j # 
the acutenefs of his reafoning, feemed to throw 
new charms over his favorite art. In animation 
of fpirit , he foon began to flurmifh \Vith the fore- 
moft of the fcholars , and foxnetimes he dared to 
queftion even de Champeaux himfelf ,f . The vete- 
ran was delighted with the prompt charafter of 
his difciple, and augured to himfelf a frefh increafe 
of fame from the exertion of abilities , which , he 
flattered himfelf, he ihould foon b$ able to draw 
out in the fupport of his own opinions. 

In thefe difpofitions of mutual benevolence, 
from which the youthful mind of Abeillard pictu- 
red to itfelf fcenes of future happinefs , a com- 
merce of friendflrip began , and he was taken to 
board into the houfe of his mailer. From this cir- 
cumftance, as he had more frequent opportuni- 
ties of improvement, fo might he foon learn that 
de Champeaux was not a hero at all times ; and 
the blaze of glory which had feemed tafurround 
him among the plaudits of his fcholars, infenfibly 
vanifhed when viewed with a familiar eye. He 
began to fufpeft that this wide-fpreading tree wai 
perhaps rather loaded with leaves than fruit. — 
The (tripling now walked with a bolder fltep into 
die fchools: he dared publicly to contend with . 

" Hift. Calam. 
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BOOK Champeaux ; he attacked , in ferious langoage 
I, fome even of his mod favored opinions ; he re- 
peated thefe attacks daily with more petulance ; and 
fometimes, fays he, I feemed to feel a fuperiority 
in argument 1 *. — The eye of the philofopher 
looked benevolence no longer; confufed, angry, 
mortified, he left his feat; and Abeillard was 
foon obliged to provide himfelf with another eftab- 
lifliment 

Nor was it de Champeaux alone who felt this 
galling humiliation: many of the firft ftudents, at 
once envious of the growing fame of the young 
Briton , and ftung by the flippancy of his 
tetorts , under the difguife of fupporting their mat- 
ter, thus wantonly attacked, were loud in their 
indignation. But the general applaufe of the 
public went with him ; for he was young, hand- 
fome, witty, and agreeable ". 

The fchools , as we know from the hiftories of 
the age , were not only filled with ftudents , as at 
prefent; but men in years , perfons of diftiniiion, 
fathers of families , and minifters of ftate, after the 
toils of the day were over, crowded to them as to a 
theatre 1 of amufement. There was novelty in the 
fcene , a:hd ! Latin , the language of the difpotants , 
Was very generally underftood. The tournarnents 

xt Hift. Calais tr Pratf. Apologet* 
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and other martial exercifes, which, foon after ibot 
prevailed in Europe , were to the body , what thefe l< 
controverfies had been to the mind. The gauntlet 
of defiance was here alfo thrown down, and b6ld 
or prefumptuous was the man, who dared to 
take it up. 

Abeillard , now confident from fuccefs , and elat* ) 
ed by the applaufe of his admirers, weighed hit V 
own powers , and thought them equal to any ' / 
attempt* He was twenty^two years oldj an age* / 
when the human mind, in the fpringtide of paf- ) 
fion , views the labors of Hercules , as the eafy | 
bufinefs of a morning's aiiiufement* " I was | 
** yoiing indeed , fays he , btit confident of myfelf * j 
° my ambition had no bounds : I afpired to the 
" dignity of a profeffor, and only waited till I 
" could fix on a proper place to open my 
" ledures "V- 

The court often ipfided at M elun , then a con* Tea*** u 
fiderable town on the Seine , teti leagues above q^^ 
Paris. The circumftance was highly faVdrable to 
his views, could he obtain permiffl6rt to fettle 
there: but it was not eafily to be effetted. The 
intereft of de Champeaux and hi& friends , he 
knew , was great i and all this intereft would be 
exerted to counteract his defigns. It is tfuej 
mothing was left unattempted againft him; fecret 
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BOOK machinations and open oppofition were all in 
jr motion ; but the good fortune of Abeillard pre- 

vailed. De Champeaux had fome enemies among 
the great; the refentful motives which prompted his 
oppofition were evident; Abeillard was young and 
youth, in fome circumftances , carries an impreflion 
with it, too powerful for the ichemes and wary 
circumfpe&ion of age and experience. After fix 
months of intrigue and conteft , the old profeffor 
gave way, and Abeillard entered Melun at the 
head of a numerous band of followers. The vie-* 
tory was fignal ,f . 

The fchools opened with eclat. The late oppo- 
fition had but given luftre to his name, and 
animation to his talents. His leffons were 
thronged : curiofity was on tiptoe to fee the youth , 
who had difcomfited the Goliath of Paris j, and 
the moft brilliant fuccefs attended hid exertions. 

Thus having run, fome months , in the unclif- 
turbed enjoyment of public applaufe , when a 
mind lefs turbulent and ambitious would have 
repofed in the poffeflion of fame, Abeillard me- 
ditated new hoftilities againft his old mailer. 
Tranquillity was ill-adapted to his chara&er j 
he breathed eafier in a ftorm; and the want 
of a rival was the want of a ftimulus * without 
which admiration itfelf had little power to pleafe* 

" Hift. Calam, 
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The recolle&ion of ill-ufage, the petulance of boor 
youth , and , as he owns himfelf , an overweening I# 
prefumption , aided , as may be imagined , by the 
flattering inftigation of friends , urged him to this 
extraordinary ftep. He left Melun, and advanced 
to Corbeil, within five leagues of Paris *\ 

De Champeaux heard of the approach of the 
young adventurer with difmay and indignation; 
it was bringing defiance even to his doors: and 
what was a circumflance peculiarly irritating, this 
beardlefs profeffor had arranged in fyftematic order 
the various opinions of his mailer, and them he 
attacked with all the acrimony of wit, and the 
power of difputation. Nor fatisfied with frittering 
into dull his llrongeil arguments , on their ruins 
he erefted fyftems of his own , he formed new 
plans of oppofition , and was throughout fupported 
by the acclamations of his Scholars, who were 
ready to go any lengths with a mailer , whom they 

loved and admired De Champeaux was not idle : 

if the enemy conquered, he was determined his 
vi&ory Chould be dearly bought. They met repeat- 
edly at each other's fchool ; and the road betwixt 
Corbeil and Paris was crowded with their refpec- 
tive fcholars, who, emulating the ardor of their 
mailers, fought every occafion of fignalizing their 
zeal and prowefe. Vi&ory hung not long in fuf- 

* # Hift. Calam. 
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BOOK penfe; Abeillard made an eafy conqueft, and the 

I. enemy retired in cohfufion. The palm of vittory 

waved proudly in his hand ". 

Subjeat in The reader will wifli to know what thofe im- 

*•*>**. , portant matters were , which could command fo 

much intereft , and in which the paflions of thou- 

fands Were engaged. A fuperficial View over the 

Jace of fociety , at all times > will tell him that , it 

matters not what the thing itfelf may be : but once 

raife the attention df men , and their paflions , aft 

by a magic touch, will rufh forward irttofaftioh, 

whether it be to afcertain the juft dimenfions of 

a gewgaw , or td give away an empire; 

The grand point then in debate, and which 
continued for centuries in high litigation, was, 
Whether that which is univerfal iti the inind has 
alfo a real exiftence in nature ; that is , whether Peter 
' and John, individuals of the human race, poflefs 

fo completely the tbtallity of rational ftature , as ttf 

be only accidentally different men Champeaux 

maintained the affirmative , Abeillard the negative, 
queftion — If the whole ejfence of humanity , objec- 
ted the latter, be fubftantialty in each individual, 
then are John and Peter the fame mart; of, if all 
be in Peter, what is left for John? There is but 
one human fubftance, he ufged, in nature, and 
of this all the individuals of the tmiverfe muft be 
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accounted modes*— He might likewife have infilled 8 6 6 K 
©n the arguments, which have fince been enforced *« 
againft the do&rine of Spinofa j for the two opinions 
are very nearly allied,— If the fame human nature 
be not indivijibly in Peter and John, replied 
Charripeaux, they are not both men, for it is only 
the attribute of humanity which makes them what 

they are" He was not aware that thefe abftra&ed 

ideas had no exiftence out of his own mind ; that 
they expreffed nothing which could be found iri 

nature Had their notions been derived from this 

fource j the objeft of their researches would have 
been fomething real, and mankind would not fo 
iong havte wandered in the regions of error or of* 
romantic extravagance; 

€)n the two notions, juft mentioned, werd 
founded the refpeftive fyftems of the hominalijis 
Snd realijis) fe&s of fuch high renown in the 
chriftian fchools , that their difputes $ for ages j 
feemed to have abforbed the ftrongeft exertions of 
human wit— Many j and very fimilar, were the 
other questions in agitation. Could their enume- 
ration poffibly give pleafure , it fbould not be with-* 
Jieid* Enough perliaps has been inftanced to damp 
the moft ardent curiofity : if not, I muft refer my 
reader to the fchoolmen, whofe volumes have 
come down to us , full and unadulterated as they 
fell from their pens. 
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BOOK Abeillard now deemed himfelf the chofen minion 
*• of fortune, and nothing, it feemed, could retard 
Be faiit nek j^g a fcent to higher honors. But inceffant appli- 
cation had preyed on his health; his fibres were 
yet ' too weak to fupport fo long a tenfion ; and 
delicacy of frame foon effefted what the efforts of 
de Champeaux had aimed at in vain. By the 
advice of his phyficians , when all other means had 
proved ineffectual, he left Corbeil, and retired to 
his native country 1J . — It was well judged that 
i ceflation from labor , and the air of Britany , which 
had given the firft tone to Ins cdnftitution , would 
probably beftenfure his recovery — Here he remain- 
ed two long years , at a diftance , he bbferves * 
from all that was deareft to him , and only confoled 
by the repeated affurances of his friends , that hi» 
return was anxioufly wiflied for k by all, whofe 
fouls were enamoured of the love of wifdom. 

During this period of retirement , every thing 
was calm in the fchools of Paris. De Champeaux , 
freed from the prefTure of his rival , had leifure 
j , to breathe in peace ; and he looked forward to- 
wards church-preferment , as to the adequate 
reward of his fervices. For fome time, he had been 
archdeacon of Paris , a poft of dignity and truft. 

At the times I am describing,, the general face 
of religion was much disfigured by private vices 
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and public crimes : nor did the conduit of its BOO*; 
minifters merit lefs reprehenfion : on the contrary, 1. 
the feqilar clergy , in particular , was ignorant 
and undifciplined , effeminate and licentious. To 
remedy the evil, as far as might be, recourfe wa* 
often had to the cloiflers : Here could be found 
men , endowed at leaft with more piety and learns 
ing, and thefe were promoted to the firft eccle* 
fiaftical dignities. Hence the ambitious fometimea 
became monks • the humility of the profeffion» 
they knew , might lead to honors ; and though 
the mitre fliould never prefs their brows , ftill , in 
the monadic life itfelf , there were pofts of 
fplendor and emolument , wherein vanity might 
be fatisfied, and even ambition could find a pillow 

on which to repofe With thefe views , if is faid, 

de Champeaux entered the cloifter. He chofe for - 

his retreat a fmall monaftery , then out of tha 

walls of Paris , and which, in procefs of time , 

became the celebrated convent of St. Vi&or. In, 

the eye of the philofopher , to whom the defiiuk 

tions of univerfal nature were familiar, but little, 

it feems , was neceffary to conftitute a monk \ foe . 

in his new habit he retained his old ways ; the ^ 

fame le&ures continued ; he was contentious a$ 

before ; and the little convent of St. Vi&or becanrn 

a fchool of coritroverfy and phiU>fophi$ warfare *% 

* 4 Hift. Calam.^ 
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BOOS To his logical difpUtattons he j in a fliort time» 
& Subjoined lefTons on rhetorifc, and thefe were fol- 
lowed by riiore important theological difcuflion*. 
De Champeaux is faid to have been the firft mafter 
'who had ventured to give public le&ures in di- 
vinity, in the farm of polemic difputations ** ; 
but when Abeillard was away , and his abilities , 
which , it mull be fcMhed , were very great , had 
their full play , the' Whole range of fcience feemed 
placed within the eafy grafp of his comprehenfioifc 
Hetetuhisto Such were the events which had taken place at 
Fgrf * Paris , when Abeillard , irf the vigor of revived 

health * returned from Bfitany. He was now 
twenty-eight years old. His tnind alfo, genially 
refrefhed by repofe and inward rumination on 
itfelf , had acquired a new fpring : he had ex- 
tended, doubtlefs* his former train of ideas, had 
arranged them in frefib combinations, and had 
added confiderably to the old fiock— It is with 
the mind of mail , as with the earth we tread on ; 
her fruitful lap rfiuft fometimes repofe from the 
harrow , or inftead of teeming with plenty , Jhe 
* will give us weeds , or her beft produce will be 
feeble and uninvigorating.— He came ftraight to 
Paris. 

, De Champeatix was in the quiet pofleffion ot 
the le&ures , juft mentioned , when Abeillard 
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re-appeared. It was a moment of fome anxiety to BOOl 
both ; but the young man evidently (bowed an & 
indecifion, which could not at once be unravel- 
led. He weighed his fituation j when , to the 
furprife of every one , he again put himfelf uncfefr 
the tuition of his old mafter , and frequented his 
rhetorical leffon. There was a myftery in thii 
<condu& : either he f^lt himfelf deficient in the 
art , or he hoped to regain the favoT of a perfon, 
whofe enmity , he had reafon to fufpe$ , might 
prove an obftacle to his future progrefe , or it 
was his wifli perhaps to have it more eafily in hi» 
power to humble the man he hated. He himfelf 
barely relates the fait 

DeChampeaux, if he was ignorant of the human 
heart, or if vanity had obfcured his ju4gment, 
might be flattered by this apparent? fubihiflion. 
The daring youth, who had braved him in th« 
fchpols and triumphed , now voluntarily courtt 
his inftru&ion , and feems difpofed to take wifdom 
from his lips! — But the illufive dream foon vaniflied. 
It could not be , that rivals, whofe prejudices 
were inveterate, whofe opinions fo widely varie4 f 
and whofe purfuits were the fame, could meet 
again , and really be friends. Abeillard once more 
afFailed his enemy in the open field of controverfy t 
(for though rhetoric was his leading obje£ , he 
frequented the other, leffons,) and fo ^irrefiftible 
was the attack, particularly on the great point of 
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loot univerfal effences , which I have defcribed , that de 
^ Champeaux, opiniative and fupported as he was, 
OWned himfelf convinced , and publicly fubfcribed 
to the opinion of his adverfary — .It might be the 
«ffe& of convi&ion , of pufillanimity , or of a 
jnind rendered lowly by the influence of the cowL 
The public, at leaft, judged unfavorably of the 
fiep j his credit left him , his fcholars withdrew h 
and it was even in agitation to forbid him the* 
fchools of philofophy ,# . 

Abeillard knew how to conquer , and how to 
avail himfelf of vi&ory: he received , with great 
marks of benevolence * the fcholars of de Cham- 
peaux , and again opened his fchool with more 
iplendpr , and with more general approbation than 
ever. Very foon he was the fole profeffor in Paris, 
for he !wfra tl liad fucceeded to de Champeaux* 
W^e^ he became a monk and retired to St. Viftor* 
£f his own accord waited on Abeillard , furrendered 
to him his chair of philofophy , and requefted to 
be enrolled in the number of his difciples * 7 .— 
This may be regarded as the moft brilliant epoch 
in the life .of. Abeillard. He rofe every morning 
to the fmiles of an approving public ; and the 
church , at the fame time , willing to teftify the 
high opinipn fl*e entertained of his merit, pre- 
sented him with a canonicate in the cathedral of 

- HifL Calaiiu ** Ibid. " 
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Paris *\— It wa$ a fmecure, and the emoluments fid Oft 
were beftowed on him without any further obli- X 
gation ; for I do not find he was at all engaged 
in the ecclefiaftical flate. 

De Champeaux viewed with pain the bright 
funfliine, which feemed hourly to expand round 
his adverfary : he was determined' to obftruft its 
j^pread; but as he was cautious to attack a repu- 
tation which, he knew, he could not fully, he 

hit on an expedient which fucceeded Though 

the perfon , I have mentioned , had refigned thd 
honors of his chair to Abeillard, he had ftilt 
tetained the falary, and was therefore in fa£t the 
regular profeffor. This man he accufed of crimed 
and mifdemeanors , and fo far made good -his' 
charges , that he was removed from Jiis office , ami 
another was chofen in his place, v who, it may 
» well be imagined , bore little kindnefs towards 
Abeillard, or wifhed to patronife his renown *\ 

Abeillard was unprepared for this wily ftra- 
tagem, and pnce more he found himfelf necefli-» 
tated to retire to Melun. To be outwitted by 
an enemy he defpifed was a mortifying circum-* 
ftance; in other regards, the event only ferved t<$ 
enhance his fame. The moft prejudiced began to 
..fufpeft what the motives were which had infli- 
cted the condu A of de Champeaux , even front 
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I90K the firft commencement of hoftilities ; the number 

£, of his friends increafed ; his l^&ures were received 

with a more marked applaufe, if poffibie; and 

in triumph of foul he applied to tymfclf the 

Jine of Ovid f 

Sumtni petit liyor, perflant altiflima ventf. 

De Rem. Am. 1. {• 

Even the beft friends of de Cha,mpeaux wer* 
fevere in their reflections. Monk as he now is y 
faid they , he ftould retire from the world j the 
jioife of the fchools and the diflipating fcenes of 
pari* , accord ill with his new profeflion; wood* 
»nd folitude would give an edge to his devotion, 
and difgofe him for a nearer intercourse with 
heaven ,# .— String by thefe reproaches, he faw it 
was time tq give way, and having prevailed on 
the monks to accompany him , they all removed 
from St Vi&or to a eountry T retirement more fer 
mote from the city. 

. Abeillard , hearing of the enemy's flight , appre- 
hended he might return without further jnolefta-r 
jion, ?nd again he turned his face, toward^ the 
capital. But as the fchoplfl, within the walls * 
yere poffefled by the new prpfeffor , he advanced 
only as far as the mount of St. Genevieve,, ther$ 
Raited , and encompafTed by his follower* , ytiih, 

I* Hift. Calam. 
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all expedition , made the neceffary preparations BOOK 
for a vigorous affault on the enemy, — The mount J, 
of St. Genevieve has long been rendered famous 
by a largp abbey, which covers its fummit ; nor 
is it lefs famous on account of the fuperftitious 
veneration which , even at this day, the inhabitants 
of the mail diflipated, the moft enlightened, and 
perhaps moft unbelieving city in the univerfe, 
pra&ife round the fhrine of the hply fliepherdefs , . 
who has given her name to the mountain. — When 
I fpeak of fuperftitious veneration , it is clear } 
rpean fuph abufes , as every traveller, has witnefl^d, 
and every good man has lamented. . 

|n the retirement qf h\$ country-cell, de Cham- 
peaux being informed of tli$ {tep his rival hac} 
taken, inftantly took the alarm, «grid with hit 
whple community returned in hafte tQ St. Vi&or^ 
refolyed, fays Abeillard, either to raife the fiegej 
or to fupport , at a£ perils , the fortune of his 
friend. His prefence , ftq\yever , produced not 
the intended effe#. f o,r nq (oqfler was the voice 
pf de Champeaux again ^eard, in tfye fchools^ 
{han the new profeffpr, whofe. tsjlejit* , it appears, 
-yvere very (lender , found himfelf deferted by his, 
fcholars , and the two. rival philqfophers remained 
{he fole champions on tjie field ". 

I leave it to the reader , whofe mind perhaps 

M Hift. Calam, 
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Boot may have been warmed by the novelty of an un- 
X common ftory, to piilure to himfelf thofe fcenes 
of acrimony, and pertinacious difputation , which 
rapidly fucceeded to one another among the fcho- 
lars of thefe able mafters and the two heroes them- 
felves. Abeillard is rather modeft in hi» narration: 
but, fays he, I think, I may boldly take to myfelf 
the words of Ajax , 

Si quaeritis ho jus 
. Fortunam pugnae , non fuffl fupcratus ab illo. 

Ovid. Met. 1. xiii. 

He goes again - I n t he midft of this high tide of defperate con- 
# troverfy , he . received a letter from his mother t 
requeuing he would, without delay, come into 
Britany, onfome family-bufinefs, which concerned 
her much* He obeyed the fummons with an ala- 
trify that did him credit. It was leaving the poll 
6f honor at a crifis , when the general afpe£l of 
ihe day feemed to promife a certainty of fuccefs: 
but the call of nature came nearer to his heart than 
all the honors , however great his ambition might 
be , which fortune feemed prepared to ihower upon 
him. When the ' heart of a wife (man ceafes to 
vibrate "to the gentle impreffions of humanity , he 
becomes a monfter , and fhould retire to the 
woods. — The mother of Abeillard , after the 
retreat of her hufbandfrom the world, now medi- 
tated the fame ftep : it was the faihion of the times; 
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and the previous fettlement of fome wordly matters BOOfi 
feems to have been the bufinefs which called & 
Abeillard from the fchools. Whatever it was , hid 
ftay in Britany was ftiort : he returned , but he 
found, to his furprife, that de Champeaux, during 
the interval of his abfence , had been decorated 
with the mitre of Chalons '\ 

Here I fliall leave this extraordinary man. He 
has exhibited a fcene not incurious in itfelf j riot 
from the difplay of an uncommon character, for 
his paffions w$re the common paffions of man; 
nor becaufe, faint-like as he is faid to have been, 
he purfued the darling objeft of his ambition 
with unceafing atdor , for this is no unufual thing, 
at all times ; but merely becaufe the bufinefs , m 
which he was engaged, differs from the purfuits 
of modern habits , and is therefore novel to us*,- 
Every man,, whofe heart is not at eafe/ look* 
round for what he wants, and if his chara£ter 
be peculiar, he will feize on a peculiar obje£L 
Put, in, many regards, it would furely.have been 
well for the common interefts of humanity., had 
all the ardent fpirit of the eleventh century been 
as innocently employed, as was that of de-Cham^ 
peaux. Europe was in a . ftate of fermentation. 

Abeillard, returned to. the fchools, faw nothing He refoim 
arjy longer worth contending for: He flood with- B ° t| " y Vi " 

"" Hift. Calam. Ffeury , &e. * 



*8 * HISTORY OF THE LIVES OF 

JfOO I put a rival; but then he ftood without feeling 
£ that thrill of pleafure , which fuccefs gives to ani- 
mated e$ ertipns : befides , this rival , who had 
given way before him and owned his inferiority, 
/had firft reached, $ot\yithfl?uiding , the goal of 
/ his wiibes: to the honors he had obtained, he 
/ thought perhaps that he himfelf had equal, if not 
J better pretentions. ^- Difappoinjtment >vould be 
the conference of thefe refje&ions; and when 
/ this happens, a difguft of former purfuits often 
/ follows, whilft the fyeajt finks from its expanfion, 
Vand hardly feems to fill the breaft- — Moreover , 
philqfophy had no longer any novelty \n his eyes : 
he had feen her , and that familiarly , in all the 
forms, whether of art or nature, which fhe could 
then exhibit. Refle&iQn might alfo have told 
him, that there were othpr ftudies more deforv- 
ing of ; attention , wherein an object could be 
found more adequate to his talents ; and in thefe 
; thoughts the advice of a parent might have conr 
firmed him, whom he greatly honored, and whp 
! then was turning her back on the empty c?mr 

-^ployments of a vain world Abeillard aifented 

to thefe fuggeftions of reafon, and at once rer 
folved to apply himfelf $q the ftudy of theology ". 
The reader has gone with me over more than 
the twenty laft years of the eleventh century, 
juid I have confined hi$ view barely to (hofe 

99 Hift. Caltm. 
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tranfa&ions , in which Abeillard, the hero of thefe SOdt 
fcages, bore a principal part The introduction I. 
fc>f large 6bje£te into the fmall fcene* t was de- 
lineating, would hate had a prepofterous effeft; 
it would have deftroyed that harmony or unity 
of defign, which pleafes belt But, during this 
ihort period , very great events had agitated the 
ehriftian world: them I will now bring forward; 
they will give an agreeable relief" to thfc eye; - 
and we will review them, on a large fcale, with 
the unprejudiced coplnefs of historical candor. 

Hildebrand, the famous Gregory the feventh, G«Wd*t1tfi 
then wore the triple crowns He had been edu- 
cated at Cluni * a French monanery of high renown , 
in the fever ity of monaftic difdpline ; had then 
rifen to the firft dignities in the church ; and dur- 
ing the pontificates of five fucceflive Popes , had 
been honored with their confidence in the dis- 
charge of the moft arduous bufinefs. — h is well 
known what a torrent of vice had then fpread it* 
lelf over the face of chriftendom: to ftein this, in 
vain had every effort been made , which honeft 
irirtue and ehriftian zeal could fuggeft Hildebrand , \ 
With the keen fenfibility of a virtuous mind , had 
long viewed the fallen ftate of religion , and he \ 
afcended the Papal throne , with the unanimous 
approbation of all orders of the Roman church , 
big with vaft defigns of reformation. " We chufe 
* Hildebrand for the true vie» of Ghriit, " (they 



3o HISTORY OF THE LIVES OF 

BOOK are the words ufed at this ele&ion , ) " a man of. 
I. " much learning , of great piety , of prudence , 
" juftice, fortitude, and religion. He is modeft, 
u abftemious , and chafte ; regular in the discipline 
" of his family, hofpitable to the poor, and from 
" his tender years nurfed in the bofom of our holy 
" church : to him we give thofe powers of fupre- 
" macy, which Peter once received from the mouth 
« of God 

The fource of the evils, he lamented, lay, it 
was evident , in the general corruption of manners , 
in the unbounded fway of paffion , and in. the abufe 
of power. With an intrepidity of foul, that per- 
haps was never equalled , he dared fingly to oppofe 
this multitudinous enemy, and he called the (<>• 
vereigns of Europe to his tribunal. "> The motives 
which led him on, and the habits of ftern virtue, 
which had Heeled his character , excluded almoft 
the poflibility of fufpicion , that he himfelf perhaps 
was arrogating a power, which belonged not to 
him , and from the abufe of which even greater 
evils might enfue , than thofe he aimed to fupprefs. 
Minds of the wideft comprehenfion may be fome- 
times fo engroffed by a fingle objeft , as to be in- 
fenfible to the moft obvious deductions, which 
reafon in vain holds up before them. But the 
mif-conceptions of Gregory were thofe of a great 

• l4 Platiha and others. 
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man, and his errors were, in part, the *rror* BO or. 
of the age. ^ 

To effe&uate more completely the fchemes he 
had in view, he conceived the bold defign of 
making himfelf fole monarch of the earth. The 
concerns of Europe , whether ecclefiaftical or civil, 
would then be brought within his own cognizance; 
he fhould diftribute favors , as merit might feem 
to call for them; and he would difpofe of crowns ^ 
which, too often, heobferved, fell upon the heads x 
of the unworthy, or of men who knew not the: 
proper ufe of power. 

Enthroned in the chair of the humble fifherman» 
Gregory put his hand to the work. The fimoniacal 
difpofal of church-livings was a crying fin , which 
called aloud for redrefs* and he hefitated not to 
aim the firit blow at the very root of the dif order, , 
x though it lay in the rapacious breaft i>f power j andt 
in the courts of Princes. — The incontinence of 
the clergy was another foul ftain on religion ; for 
the fons of God feeing the daughters of men that 
they were fair , took to them helpmates from 
among all that they chofe. The ftern pontiff had 
no indulgence for this weaknefs of his'brethren. 

During the twelve years of his reign he held 
eleven councils at Rome , the objeft of all which 
was, the fuppreffion of/the crimes, I have men~- 
Uoned, or to enforce the execution of decrees gt, 
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«OOI discipline , or to confirm , by a more folemn 

li fan&ion, the fentences of excommunication and 

depofition which , in the plenitude of his fuppofed 

power, he had pronounced againft the obftinate 

and refra&ory. 

In two fynods he compelled Berengarius, wt 
had innovated in the do&rine of the Lord's Suppei\ 
to abjure his opinions * and to fubfcribe to theN 
ancient faith; — The general oppofition* which the 
dogmatical fentiments of this man excited ,. pre 
at leaft their novelty in the eleventh century^ 

Studious of reconciling the long divided churches 
of the Eaft and Wfeft, he had purpofed to proceed 
himfelf to Conftantinople , and to bring the grand 
controveriy to iffue. The difturbances of Europe 
forbad it. — He wrote to the Grecian Emperor * who 
had iitiplored his fuccour that, at the head of 
the powers of the Weft, he would march to 
his afiiftance ; and he conjured the German 
Henry and William Duke- of Burgundy to joint 
him in the enterprife M . — The idea did honor to 
the magnanimous fpirit of Gregory ; but twenty 
more years were to elapfe before Europe would 
be prepared, to fend her holy warriors againft the 
Infidel powers of the Eaftern world. 

He reprimanded Salomon King of Hungary * 
that he had dared to accept the inveftiture of his 
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realm from the hand of the Emperor, and not DOOK 
from Rome. Hungary , faid he •, was rendered I. 
feudatory of the holy fee by Stephen, the beft 
of her kings , and your right of holding the fceptre 
is from hence ,# . 

He wrote to the kings of Denmark , of Sweden , 
and of Norway , reproving what had been ill done* 
and urging them to the due difcharge of their duties 
in the fupport of religion , and in procuring the 
Welfare of their people; but particularly hepreffe* 
on their attention a filial obedience to the apof* 
tolic fee ,7 * 

The murder of Staniflaus , bifhop of CracoW , \ 
he revenged on the Polifh king and the other \ 
perpetrators of the crime , in the moil fignal 
manner. In execration of the deed , the whole 
kingdom was laid under an interdiA, the king de- 
prived of all regal power * and his fubje£ls abfolved 
from their allegiance. None of the fons of thofe , 
who either aided or advifed the crime , faid he , 
ihall be promoted to holy orders to the end of the 
fourth generation '\ 

The kingdom of Spain, he pretended, had, from 
time immemorial , belonged to the Roman church ; 
and when the count de Ronci applied to him for 
permiffioh to retain the lands he might conqueif 
from the Saracens, who then poffeffed them; he 
granted his prayer, on condition , he fhould hold 

,# FIcury, vol. iiiL ,T Nat Ale* face, xn M Ibid. 
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book them in the name of St Peter» But I would rather, 

I, he obferved, they fhould remain in the hands of 

the infidels, than that chriftians lhould pbffefs 

them , who might refufe to do homage to the 

holy fee f \ 

Alfonfus> king of Caftile,. who had married 

the near relation of his firft wife , he threatened 

with excommunication, if he dared to cohabit 

any longer with her; and he admoniflied him 

to remove the evil counsellors , who had advifed 

him perverfely. " Weighing , with awful 

" refolution , fays he , the value of earthly 

* 4 poffeffions, it is then, I think, that a biflbop 

" beft merits his name, when in the caufe of 

"juftice, he fuffers perfecution. In obedience 

" to the laws of heaven , I will rather be hated 

" by the wicked * than flatter their defires, and 

ct incur the anger of an irritated God 4 \ " 

To Dalmatia, to the ftates of Venice, and to 

Sardinia, he wrote in the fame ftyle of a judge 

and their fupreme governor. — Even to the 

InhoTpitable clime of Ruflia he extended his 

monarchical jurifdi&ion» " Your fon, fays he 

" to king Demetrius , has been with me % 

'* requefting that I would make over your 

" kingdom to him, in the name of St. Peter. 

" His petition appeared juft, and I granted it**. M 

The fons of count Raymond had quarrelled; 
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Gregory , as the umpire between contending book 
princes, undertook to reconcile them. " Tell I. 
44 them , fays he , that , if they difobey my orders, 
44 and continue enemies, I will deprive them of 
46 the prote&ion of St. Peter : them and theit 
44 abettors I wiil retrench from the fociety of 
44 chriftianst from that moment, their arms fhall 
44 be fuccefslefs in war , nor ftiall they ever 
4i profper 4 \ " 

William, our Norman conqueror, he treated 

with unufual lenity ; he fpeaks of his virtues , of 

his moderation , and his juftice ; and becaufe he 

had fliown more refpeft * than . other princes , 

towards the holy fee , his regal power , he think* 

Should be more mildly handled* But when he 

fent his legate into England to demand an oath 

of fealty to himfelf and fucceffors, and to urge the 

more regular payment of the fubfidy due to Rome, 

the monarch anfwered, that the money ihould be 

remitted ; " but as to the oath , faid he , I 

44 neither have nor will make it, becaufe I have 

44 never promifed it, nor do I find that it wat 

44 ever made by my predecelTors to yours* rt — 

The pontiff was irritated; •* it is his fubmiflion* 

44 and not his money, that I value, faid he; " 

but he acquiefced : he feemed to be awed by 

William , and probably admired in him that 

boldnefs of fpirit, which, from the dukedom of 

° Flcory , vol. xii!» 
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BOOK Normandy , had raifed Iiim to the throne of 
I. England 4| . 

The fame was not his moderation towards 
Philip, king of France. Hearing that he had 
refufed to admit to their fees fome biihops, who 
had been canonically chofen, he addreffed a letter 
to the French prelates , expreffive of his ftrongeft 
indignation: " either your king, faid he, fhall 
a ceafe from his (imoniacal conduft, or the realm 

* of France, ftruck by a general anathema, Ihall 
<c withdraw from his obedience , unlefs they 
€c rather chufe to renounce their chriftianity. ? * 
Philip gave way. — Afterwards , in a letter to the 
monarch himfelf , he fays : ** reflect, Sir, how 
u great was the glory of your anceftors , as long as 

* they continued faithful to the church , and 
a protected its rights : but no fooner , in a change 
u of manners , have the divine and human laws 
tt been trampled on , than your power and 
ct celebrity are no more. The important duties 
ft of my charge will often compel me to repeat 
a thefe truths to you , and fometimes perhaps in 
tt feverer language. H — Philip had feized by 
violence the property of fome Italian merchants : 
Gregory commanded him to reftore it ; fhould he 
negleft to do it , he wrote to the count of 
Poitiers , that it was his intention to remove him 
from his throne. " Should he perfevere in his 

41 Flcury, voL xiii. 
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m iniquities, we will fever him and all thofe who BOOK. 

<c fhall obey him as their king , from the I. 

u communion of the faithful ; and every day 

*' fliall this anathema be renewed on the altar of 

u St. Peter. We have borne his crimes too long ; 

c * but now were his power equal to that which 

a the emperors of Rome prattifed on the martyrs* 

cc no human fear fhould with-hold our vengeance 

a any longer 4 \ " 

But it was with Henry the Fourth, empero* 
of Germany , that was the grand quarrel , and 
here we fliall* fee marked , in the ftrongeft colors » 
the magnanimous and proud fpirit of Gregory* 
What firft raifed the indignation of the zealous 
pontiff, was the fimoniacal distribution of bene- 
fices , publicly pra£lifed by Henry ; and he was 
accufed of various other crimes* The pope exerted 
all his powers to ftem the raging torrent 5 he 
advifed , he expoftulated , he reprimanded , and 
he threatened. ' It was in vain ; confpiracies were 
formed againft him, his perfon was feized^ but he was 
refcued by the timely interference of the Roman 
populace. Under pain of anathema, he then 
ordered Henry to appear before him at Rome, 
and he fixed the day for his appearance. The 
emperor difobeyed the fummons, convoked an 
affembly at Worms ; Gregory is accufed of 
crimes , as unfounded , as they are fcandalous» 

4 * Fleury, vol. \iii K 
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B O % and the fentence of depofitlon is pronounced 

I. pgainft him. On the other hand , the pope calls a 

fynod at Rome, where the prince is folemnly 

excommunicated and depofed , and his fubje£is 

are forbidden to obey him. The fentence was in 

th'efe words. — " Peter , prince of the apoftles f 

44 liften to thy fervant , whom thou haft tutored 

44 from his youth , and whom , to the prefent 

44 hoyr, thou haft freed from the hands of the 

' 4 wicked , wlio hate me , becaufe I am faithful 

14 to thee. Thou canft witnefs, and with thee 

44 can witnefs the holy mother of Chrift, and 

41 thy brother Paul , that unwillingly I was 

41 compelled to mount this holy throne. Rather 

44 would I have worn out my life in exile , than 

" have ufurped thy feat to gain glory and the 

44 praife of mortals. By thy favor has the care 

44 of the chriftian world been committed to me j 

*" from thee I have the power of binding and 

44 of loofening. Refting on this affurance, for 

" die honor and fupport of the church, in 

" N the name of God the Father almighty , of his 

" Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, I depofe Henry, 

44 who raflily and infolently has raifed his arm 

14 againft thy church , from all imperial and 

44 regal power, and his fubje&s I abfolve from all 

14 allegiance to him. For it is meet that he , who 

44 aims to retrench the majefty of thy church > 

44 (hould be defpoiled of his own honors 4i . ° 

41 Plat. Jl«ry , &c, ' 
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It was the firft time that fuch a fentence had BOOK 
been pronounced againft a fovereign prince. — i. 
Moderate men were fliocked at the procedure, 
and talked of terms of accommodation. " I am 
* fc no enemy to concord , replied Gregory , let 
" Henry firft make his peace with heaven : 
" nor did I proceed to this rigor , till all other 
* fc means had been tried in vain."— Some obferved 
that a prince fhould not be excommunicated, — 
" And when Chrift committed his church to 
•* Peter , anfwered the pontiff fternly , faying , 
" feed my fheep , did he except kings? " 
The nobles of Germany, whom the crimes and 
rnifconduft of Henry had exafperated, refolve not 
to lofe fo favorable an occafion of refenting 
their injuries , and publicly announce their 
intention of eledirig another mafter. To ward off 
the blow, Henry crofTed the Alps, hoping by 
this- apparent fubmiffion , to appeafe alfo the 
anger of Gregory. Arrived at • Canufium , a caftle 
belonging to the countefs Matilda , where the 
pope then was, he difmiffed his, guard, laid down 
every enfign of royalty, and barefooted, in the 
humble garb of a penitent , he prefented himfelf 
at the gates. He was refufed admittance. It was 
winter, and the feafon was fevere. Here he 
remained, filent and fubmiffive , till the rifing of 
the fourth fun , when , at the entreaty of Matilda 
an4 others , he wa$ admitted to the prefenc^ o( 

Pi 
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BOOK Gregory, An accommodation took place , and 
I. his abfolution was pronounced , on condition y 
that he fhould ever remain obedient to the holy 
fee , that he fliould appear before his accufers to 
Wifwer to their charges , and that he fliould abide 
by the final award of Rome. Henry affented **. 
In the prefence of the people, Gregory then 
celebrated the facred myfleries ; and after the 
cohfecration , whilft the emperor and his affiftants 
flood round the altar 5 w I have been accufed , 
* faid he , ( turning towards them with the holy 
w bread in his hand , ) by you and your party , 
- v of various crimes, as well before as fiiice my 
^ promotion to the chair of St. Peter. They 
* c that know me can fufficiently atteft my innocence ; 
tt but that the world may know it ; let this body 
* l of our Lord , which you fee , be a witnefs to 
* c me : if I am guilty , may I die ! " Uttering 
thefe words , he put a part of the facred bread 

into his mouth , and fwallowed it The folemn 

and unexpe&ed aftion ftruck the affembly , and 
their acclamations founded through the caftle. 
The pontiff then addreffed the aftonifhed prince. 
<c My fon , the remaining portion is for you. The 
< c German nobles have accufed you , and they 
€i demand that you be judged; but how uncertain 
* are the judgments of men! If you feel yourfelf 
tt innocent , at once fave your own honor 

4 * Fleury, ibid. 
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tt filence your enemies , and make me your friend. BOOK 
God fliall be your judge." So faying, he advanced I. 
towards him : the emperor flirunk back , and with- 
drawing , for a moment , with hi* friends , it 
was determined that he flxould not expofe himfelf 
to the tremendous ordeal 4T . 

The Lombards , looking with indignation on 
this bafe fubmiffion of their king , refolve to give 
their /allegiance to his fon , who was yet an infant. 
Henry takes the alarm , and breaks through the 
treaty he had juft contracted. — But the German 
ftates affemble at Forcheim , and being informed 
by the pope's legates , that the fentence of 
depofition againft Henry had not been revoked, 
though he had been taken into communion , they 
ele& for their king Rodolphus duke of Suabia. — 
Gregory , to whom fufficient attention had not 
been paid in this important ftep , for feme time 
feemed to remain neuter between the contending 
faftions. He received their ambaffadors , who 
came to petition that the artillery of the Vatican 
might play on their refpe&ive enemies. The 
pontiff only anfwered , that they fhould firft lay ' 
down their arms, and he would judge their caufes* 
But inaftion ill-accorded with his reftlefs difpofition : 
he convoked another fynod, wherein Henry was 
again excommunicated and depofed , and hi* 
dominions folemnly transferred to Rodolphus. To 

47 Fleury, ibid. 
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SOOI the new ling he promifed vi&ory ; and feemed to 
I. predift death and fuccefslefs arms to the depofed 
monarch. Heaven was inattentive to his voice ; for 
after repeated battles, Rodolphus himfelf fell. 
Henry then marched to Rome , accompanied by 
Guibertus, archbifliop of Ravenna , whom he had 
chofen anti-pope, and laid fiege to the caftle of 
St Angelo. The tiara trembled on the head of 
Gregory ; and he was on the point of falling into 
the hands of his enemy , when the renowned 
Robert Guifcard , who was become the fall friend 
of the pontiff , marched from the Eaft to .his 
deliverance. The fiege was raifed , and Henry , 
whom his anti-pope had juft crowned emperor , 
retired. But the Romans , .worn down by troubles 
and the devaftations of war , began to treat 
Gregory as the author of their misfortunes. His 
high fpirit could ill-brook this reverfe of fortune : 
he withdrew to Salerno, where he died the year 
following, in 1085 4 \ 

Nor was he more indulgent to the vices of 
churchmen, than to the exceffes of princes. Bifhops 
and archbilhops, whofe fins were flagrant, he 
excommunicated and depofed in all quarters of 
the globe, and his cenfures fell, like the hail in 
March , wherever vice dared to rear its head. But 
to the virtuous he was indulgent, and he rewarded 
their merit. 

** Piatina* Fleury* &c. 
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Notwithftanding this extraordinary feverity of BOOi 
chara&er and conduct, Gregory found friends in i # 
the fofter fex. Agnes , mother to Henry, and 
Matilda his relation, countefs of Tufcany, admired 
him as the greateft and beft of men : nor was 
theirs a flerile admiration. The countefs made 
over to the holy fee all her poffeflions ; which 
were confiderable , in Lombardy and Tufcany; 
her purfe and intereft were ever devoted to 
Gregory; and her armies were ready to march at 
his call. As might be^ expected, his enemies, who 
were numerous , and particularly the churchmen, 
whofe incontinence he chaftifed with a fevere 
hand , were loud in their reflections ; but fo 
irreproachable and fo exemplary was the tenor 
~of his life , that malevolence itfelf could not 
tarnifh its luftre 4, « 

Such was Gregory the Seventh. It has been his 
lot , as it has been that of all great men, to be 
admired by fome, and to be cenfured by others. 
Thefe refled not that he lived in the eleventh 
century, when the manners of the age , and the 
ideas of men, were fo different from thofe of the 
prefent day, We generally meafure the conduit 
of others at a very unfair ftandard. — The notions 
of Gregory were fome of them , I confefs , even 
then novel ; but they weje principally grounded 

,f Platiha, Flcury, &c. 
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B o o k on a newly - difcovered collection of decrees , 
I. to which the weak criticifm of the times 
gave great authenticity. The high powers he 
exercifed were not difputed in their principle; 
he' was even urged to the ufe of them , as 
contending fa&iofrs judged they might be fer- 
viceable to their views. 

• If we contemplate Gregory with the fame eyes 
with which we look on an Alexander or on a j 
Caefar , I think , we may be difpofed to raife him j 
far above the level of thofe mighty conquerors. 
With them he aimed at' univerfal empire, but I 
with views far more meritorious than theirs. His 
great ambition was to extirpate vice from the 
earth , and over its furface to extend the benign 
influence of that religion which himfelf pra&ifed 
and revered. Before a mind, fwelling with this 
noble project , was it not natural , that princes 
and fceptred kings fliould fink into infignificancy? 
He would treat them as impediments , which lay 
in the way of his defigns. Gregory , at the head 
of armies , would have called after him the ad- 
miration of pofterity : we view him in another 
light, becaufe habituated to appreciate what are 
called great qualities , by the conqueft of kingdoms 
and the overthrow of armies , we have not eyes 
for other talents, or for achievements formed in 
another order of things. 
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But though this power of Gregory , which his book 
fucceflors, as circumftances favored, long ftrove i. 
to fupport, could fometimes check the progrefs of 
vice j yet could it not, by any means, complete 
the objeft they had in view. The evil was too in- 
veterate Europe was divided into an infinity of 

petty ftates* the heads over which lived in perpetual 
hoftilities. Thus was formed a fcale of oppreffion : 
the ftrongeft became the tyrant \ but the weakeft alfo 
had vaffals , on whom the hand of defpotifm 
prefTed with all the weight it had. — . General 
diflipation, and the confequence of it general 
indolence , gave birth to the bafeft fpecies of 
crimes ; and had not the call of arms roufed them 
into a<3ion, the itate of humanity would have 
been greatly more deplorable than it was. The 
diforders of a relaxed babit are often the moft 
fatal. 

When we liften to the defcriptions , exaggerated Stat* of 
it may be prefumed, which fome hiftorians give Francfc 
of the kingdom of France, the mind draws back 
with horror. Yet in the midft of this fcene , the 
light and airy Philip indulged himfelf in all the 
joys of wine and wojpien. Tired of his queen, he 
forcibly took to his arihs Bertrada, the wife of 
the count of Anjou , and he called upon the laws 
to give their fan&ion to the iniquitous deed. 
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BOOK The thunders of the Vatican rolled over his head . 
I. . and fell ; but he had addrefs enough to ward off \ 
the worft effeii of excommunication , which was j 
depofition , and the confequent defe&ion of his 
fubje&s. — The rapacity of the great barons was 
infatiable ; and the bifhops , thofe meek-eyed 
minifters of peace , bound on the helmet , and 
with the arm of flefh defended the rights of the 
church and their own poffeflions s \ 
sute of In England the general afpedl of affairs was 
England. more pieafing , than in other taarts of Europe* 
The conqueft , though humbling to jthe Britifli 
fpirit , was produ&ive of happy effects. It feJrved 
to roufe the fallen chara&er of the nation : there 
was fomething in the Norman blood well adapted 
to coalefce with the Englifh constitution , and to 
improve it ; a new tide of life began to flow in 
our veins. Till then, almoft unknown and little 
important in the connexion of Europe, England, 
like a new conftellation , appeared above the 
horizon, and foon rofe to the firft magnitude by 
its learning, by its commerce , by its conquefts. — 
William, indeed, was a tyrant; but what con- 
queror was ever otherwife?* The feverity of his 
reign was the natural effeft of circumftances : he 
had to break the proud fpirit of his new fubjefts, 
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which , left to itfelf , muft ever have fermented BOOK 
into plots and infurre£iions ; he had to (how I. 
them that it was not the capricious will of fortune 
which had put the fceptre into his hand , but 
that he owed it to the fure afcendency of his own 
abilities and arm , and therefore that he was able 
to maintain it; and he had to reward thofe 
brave companions , who had bled and conquered 
by his fide. In his friends he faw merit , which , 
he could not defcry in his enemies , and what 
wonder , if the poffeffions of the latter were 
feized to enrich them ; but even here he wiihed 
to fupport the outward forms of juftice f \ 

His fon and fucceffor , William Rufus , was a 
tyrant by principle, and never perhaps did a 
more ftern and undifciplined heart beat in the 
human breaft. 

Lanfranc and Ahfelm , at this period fuccef- 
fively filled the fee of Canterbury; men of fuperior 
talents, of fuperior piety, and of fuperior fortitude. 
By them religion was fupported , whilft its mild 
influence began to foften the ferocious manners of 
the age ; and learning , under their protection , 
again dared to rear its head. England looked up 
to thefe venerable prelates, and in the milder 
light which beamed from their virtues feemed 
to difcover fomething that might be admired, 

M Hume and others. 
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BOOK and fomething that might be imitated. All was 
I. not abforbed in the blaze of martial fplendor. 

Unfortunately, the notions of prerogative and 
exclufive privileges , which , originating from the 
chair of St. Peter , foon took poffeffion of the 
breads of churchmen , precipitated thefe worthy 
men into difputes with their fovereigns , from 
which fatal evih enfued. Thus was obftru&ed 
the fpread of. thofe many advantages which , in 
other circumftances , England would have derived 
from their talents and their virtues. When I read 
the inveftives of modern hiftorians againft fuch 
men ; I own , I blufli : for their lives were 
without reproach > and the motives of their 
Conduct , grounded on the approved maxims of 
the age, were dictated to them by honor and 
/ fmcerity. Had they lived at fome earlier or f ortie 
/ .later period, differently would they have acled; 
| but in the eleventh century 5 not to have 

{ conformed to its principles , would have been a 
! bafe furrender of rights and privileges, which 

every idea of their minds then told them to 



\ 



revere '\ 



Though the hiftorian , whofe bufinefs it fliould be 
to detail the events of this period , and to portray 
the different chara6lers , whom he ftiould, find 
deferving of great praife or of great reprehenfion , 

" Fleury > Nat. Alex» fsec. xi. quoting original authors. 

might 
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might find ample matter for his pen , and in that boos 
matter, ample amufement for his readers 5 yet is i, 
there one grand event which ieems to occupy 
fo large a fpace in the eye of the beholder, that 
all other objefts dwindle away before it — I have 
laid what may be deemed fufficient to exhibit the 
general features of the times; that folely is my, 
objeft 5 the remaining delineation will develope 
what elfe may be thought requifite to complete 
the portrait. 

After Confiantine, in the fourth century, had frtaArftCtti* 
given celebrity to the chriftian religion , and by 
his care, and that of his mother Helen, Paleftine 
in particular, the native land of our Saviour, 
had been decorated with many monuments of 
their piety , and the holy places at Jerufalem had 
been brought out to more public infpedioh; a 
. certain inftiniiive veneration for that diftant and 
venerable fpot feized on the minds of men» The 
foil , on which Jefus Chrift had flood , they \ 
deemed blefled ; and what feems more extraor^ ( 
dinary, fays a writer who' does not always reafon ) 
juftly , even the inftruments which had been / 
iifed in the ihedding of his blood. What man*' 
continues he , left to the free impulfe ol huma-» 
nity, would imprint his kifTes on the axe, that 
had let out the life of his deafeft friend ? The 
new impreflion was however made , and iri many 

¥ 
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BOOK it was founded on ideas of the fincereft piety. It 
I. may be called new , becaufe it feems to have had 
no place in the minds of thofe chrifhans , who 
were contemporary to the period when the great 
tragedy was performed. 
' Conftantine , as his hiftorians relate , had feen 
a miraculous apparition of the crofs; and under 
/ that fign he had conquered. From that time , % the 
/ crofs was no longer a mark of infamy ; it waved 
/ on the banners of his army; and the Roman eagle 
was taught to ftoop before it Out of compli- 
ment to the mailer of the world , had no pious 
impulfe helped the bias, it was natural that refpedl 
Ihould be fhown to this favored fign. 

Pilgrimages to the holy land foon became 

frequent , and foon they were fafhionable. . Even 

after the deftru&ion of the Weftern empire, the 

journey was attended with no peculiar difficulties, 

becaufe the new kingdoms which arofe continued 

to profefs the chriftian faith. But in the feventh 

century the great change took place; when the 

difciples of Mahomet , a people divided from us 

by religion , by language , and by manners , rofe , 

like a dark cloud, in the Eaft , and fpread 

themfelves over the furface of many kingdoms. Still 

were the pilgrims permitted to refort to Jerufalem: 

•the pious travellers came not empty-handed; it was 

befides a fpecies of devotion , of which the infidels 
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were themfelves rather fond; and curiofity would b(ooi 
be pleafed at the fight of fuch a motly concourfe I i» 
of ftrangers from every corner of Europe. Mecca , ' 
on its brighteft days , could hardly boaft of a fairer 
fpecflacle. 

. Thus , for many years , continued this wondrous 
pra&ice ; when the Saracens nlafters of the land , 
no longer pleafed with the idle fcene , or 
irritated by the mifcondudfc of the pilgrims, or 
apprehenfive , not without reafon , that enthu- 
fiafm might at laft prompt them to meditate 
defigns againft the ftate ; began to fhow them 
fewer marks of kindnefs , and even oppreffed 
thofe of the chriftian name , who were fettled 
amongft them. Of this oppreflion and of their 
own ill-treatment , they told a piteous and 
exaggerated tale , on their return to Europe; 
and dreadful indeed they faid , it was , that 
the holy places fhould be poffeffed by the 
declared foes to the religion of Chrift ! To 
attempt their refcue however was an aft of 
folemn chivalry, which only the lapfe of ages 
could bring to maturity* j • • 

The Grecian emperors , indeed, were ever at war f 
with the Ottoman powers ; but it was to defend j 
their own frontiers , which the enemy daily j 
invaded with fuccefs. The blood ran back upon I 
the heart , and the proud towers of Conftantinopl* \ 
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BOOK trembled for their own fecurify. It was no time 
X, to think of foreign conquefts. — The Goths, 
the Lombards , the Francs , and other nations % 
which now rofe into power , in the Weft, were 
embroiled in domeftic quarrels, or occupied with 
fchemes of felf-prefervation. Even from the 
infidels themfelves they had reafon to fear the 
moft ruinous incurfions : already they were in 
poffeflion of the moft fertile provinces of Spain , 
and the fate of Spain feemed to hover over the 
other ftates of Europe. Common policy fbould 
have told them , that the beft fecurity againft 
the inroads of an enemy is, to carry war into 
his own territories. But , I have faid , that the 
European powers were themfelves unfettled. 

It was only towards the clofe of the eleventh 
century , that the" Weftern chriftians conceived 
the defign of a general confederation againft the 
infidels of the Eaft. Gregory the feventh , the man 
whofe virtues I praifed , whofe abilities I admired, 
but whofe extravagancies I cenfured, feems firft 
to have adopted the grand idea. Hiftorians tell 
us ", that he was moved to it by the melancholy 
recital of the fufferings of the Chriftians , who 
groaned under the Ottoman yoke. It might indeed 
be that, knowing how powerfully a tale of diftrefs 
. operated on the human mind , he would not lofe 

9 Floury and others. 
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ks effeft ; and therefore urged it as an efficacious BOOK 
motive > whereby to accomplifli more eafily his I. 
defigns. But he was too wife a man, I think, to 
give much weight , in his own mind , to a circum- 
stance in itfelf fo trifling. Thefe chriftians were 
not numerous , and might readily have withdrawn 
from the hand which oppreffed them* Nor c?an I 
for a moment fuppofe , he would deign to give a 
(ingle thought to the fuggeftion , that , by marching 
into the Eaft , he fliould be able to give 
prote&ion to the pilgrims , or facilitate their wild 
emigrations into Paleftine. Gregory had other 
views. The infidel powers were become terrible 
ta Europe; their depredations were feared upon, 
every maritime coaft; they had landed in Italy, 
and infulted the gates of Rome. 

Europe, I have alfo.faid, was cruelly lacerated 
by internal wars - t the hand of every man was. 
armed againft his brother ; nor did it feem, in 
the ordinary courfe of things , that this deplorable 
fcene could be brought to a eonclufion. They 
had had recourfe indeed to a Angular expedient, 
which Was called the Truce of Gad, whereby it 
was forbidden, under pain of excommunication, 
to make any attack on a private enemy, fron* 
the fetting of the fun or^ Wednefday to its riling 
on Monday mornings This was fome relief.;— 

E 3 
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BOOK Commerce and agriculture , the finews and the 
I. wealth of ftates , were little known ; or thofe 
thoufand arts of peace , which give employment 
to the more populous nations of modern times. — 
But could the arms, which chriftians ufed for 
mutual destruction , be turned againft a common 
enemy , the evils of domeftic difcord would 
ceafe, and Europe might again profper and be 
happy '*. . 

When in this light we view the crufades , they 
will not perhaps appear to have been dictated by 
that wild enthufiafm , to which generally they are 
afcribed. Not that I mean \o infinuate that the 
multitude or their leaders were influenced by 
fuch rational motives : thefe c^n only belong to 
fuch men as Gregory or to Urban his fucceffor. 
The marching crufaders waved their banners under 
a more animating impulfe. They viewed themsel- 
ves as the chofen foldiers of the Lord : they 
looked to the land of Paleftine, as to a country 
they had a right to occupy, not refleding, if the 
prefent poffltflbrs were ejefted , that it fliould 
devolve to the Jews as an old inheritance ; and 
they were promifed that , in the blood of the 
pnbelieving muffulmeft , the}r own crime? fliould 
be cancelled. 

u Fleury, difc. (J. 
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To the expedition, of which I {hall now fpeak, book 
* had been a curious prelude in 1064, when feven 1, 
thoufand Germans, at the head of whom was 
Sigefroi , archbilhop of Mayence , in a body 
took up the pilgrim's Aaff , and marched towards 
Jerufalem. They were attacked , even on good 
Friday , by a fuperior band of twelve thoufand 
Arabs, and, after a ftout defence , were on the 
point of felling a prey to the rapacious infidels , 
when unexpe&edly , at the riling of the fun on 
Eafter Sunday , they were refcued by an army of 
' Turks , and conducted , under a ftarong efcort , to 
the walls of Jerufalem ff ! 

When the minds of men , from a concurrence 
of circumftances , have been long expofed to 
certain impreflions — it matters not with what 
difguft or even horror they were at firft received — 
gradually they become familiarized with them^ 
and reafon , or what by them is called reafon 
will foon be difpofed to give them its folemn 
approbation.' At this moment, the moft trifling 
caufe will produce the greateft effect : it is a fpark 
which falls upon a mine of gunpowder. 

.A holy prieft of the diocefe of Amiens in 
France , named Peter ; and from the folitary life 
he led, furnamed the hermit, tired of retirement, 
or prompted by the devotion of the times, 

51 Vertot, hift. de Make. 
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book quitted his cell , and wandered to Jerufalem, 
I. His mind fank within him , when , in the moments 
of fervent piety, he call his eyes round, andfaw 
the defolation of the holy places. With tears he 
lamented the circumftance to Simeon , the 
patriarch of the city , who in the zeal and charac- 
ter of his pilgrim foon difcovered difpofitions , 
froQi which poffibly great advantage might be 
drawn. They often met ; and it was finally agreed 
between them , that Simeon ihould write a letter, 
defcriptive of the melancholy fituation of things, 
to the bifixop of Rome: this letter the hermit 
engaged to prefent, and to ftrengthen its contents 
by all the energy of his own reprefentation. He 
further promifed to vifit the courts of the European 
princes , and to roufe them , if poffible , to a 
general confederation for the relief of Jerufalem. 
Peter once more bent his knee at the holy 
• fepulchre , and departed full of the great projeft, 
with which heaven , he thought , had infpired 
him. He prefented his difpatches to Urban , and 
as he had engaged , accompanied them with a 
pathetic detail of the horrors, his own eyes had 
wtneffed. The effeft anfwered his moft fanguine 
wiihes : Urban was aife&ed , and on the fpot 
conceived the defign of fending relief to the 
chriflians of Paleftine. — Nor did the hermit 
delay the remaining part of his commiffion. Ho 
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travelled from court to court : was every where book 
received as a meffenger from heaven ; and the l 
enthufiafm , he himfelf felt , was eafily transfufed 
into the breafts of his hearers. 

Peter was an engine admirably adapted to the 
work he had undertaken. His zeal was ardent, 
his difintereftednefs exemplary , and a fpirit of 
mortification feemed to hold all his paffions 
under the fevereft control. His figure , indeed, 
was rather mean, and his phyfignomy unpleafantj 
but his eye was piercing , and from his lip* fell 
a torrent of impaffioned eloquence , which 
hurried his audience into admiration and convic- 
tion. He . fpoke with the impofing air and 
authority of an infpired man. The alms that 
were given him he diftributed among the poorj 
his food was dry . bread , and he drank of the 
chriftal ftream : his feet were bare , and a fingle 
woollen tunic protected him from the inclemen- 
cies of various climes. And in all this , hiftorians 
fay, there did not appear the leaft affe&atiqnu 
Wherever he moved , crowds flocked to fee the 
extraordinary man , and even he was deemed 
happy who could procure a few Jiairs from the 
faithful mule , the companion of his journeys 
and his toils u . 

In 1095 was affembled a council at Clermont in 

u Daniel, Fleury, 
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v 
BOOK Auvergne , at which Urban prefided in perfon. 
J, Difturbances in Italy had compelled him to take 
refuge in France. In this fynod , was brought 
forward the bufinefs of the holy land ; the pope 
add^effed them in a difcourfe full of pathetic 
declamation and of fome good fenfej and the 
aflembly , with enthufiafm , applauded the pro- 
pofed undertaking , exclaiming with one voice, 
deus lo volt , it is the will t of heaven. The 
pontiff feized the important . moment. " The 
€l words you have uttered , faid he , were 

* indeed dictated by heaven itfelf ; I read 
c< infpiration in them and they fhall go with 
c< you into battle, to be your comfort and 

* to be the fign , which fhall diftinguifh the 
<c true foldiers of the lord. '* — He then 
ordered that the figure of a crofs ffiould be 
borne on the breafts of thofe , who fihould 
enrol themfelves in the facred warfare ; and 
ftill better to fecure fuccefs to his project, 
( for he knew that enthufiafm >was but a tran- 
fient afFeftion ) he had recourfe to an expe-. 
dient , which promifed to anfwer his warmeft 
wifhes S7 . 

At all times , fays the inimitable Fleury , whofe 
refleftions and ideas I am ever proud to copy, 
the paftors of the church had ufed a difcretionary 

,r Daniel, Fleury. 
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powefr in the relaxation of fome parts of thecanoni- BOOK 
cal penances impofed on finners, as their fervor, or I. 
other circumftances , feemed to require it : but 
never, before this day, had it been feen that, 
for one fingle work of piety, a finner was difchar- 
ged from all the temporal punifliments , to which 
he might be liable before the juftice of heaven. 
Urban undertook to do as much as this, when 
he promifed a plenary indulgence , that is , a 
complete releafement from all temporal punifh- 
ment , to the crufaders. It was an innovation in 
the difcipline of the church, from which many 
abufes followed. — For more than two centuries, 
great difficulty had attended the enforcement of 
the penitentiary canons: In themfeftres they were 
very fevere , and in procefs of time , fo much had 
they been multiplied , that almoft they might be 
deemed impracticable. From this circumftance" 
arofe the difcipline of commutation , whereby 
whole years of penance might be redeemed in a 
few days. Pilgrimages to Rome , to Compoftella 9 
to Jerufalem , entered into this fyftem of com- 
mutation ; all which a&s however were now 
left far behind by the new projeft of Urban r 
which to the meritorious exercife of a wan-- 
dering life fuperadded the dreadful perils of 
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book In tilis fi r ^ expedition , the cruraders were 
I# uninfluenced by any fordid motives : they looked 
for no fala«y , but what the papal indulgence 
held out to them.— Great certainly was the expenfe 
which attended the march of fuch numerous 
armies ; but the rich principally defrayed it, 
whilft even the lefs wealthy contributed all they 
could procure , well knowing that the intereft it 
• would bring, was more highly to be prized than 

all human riches The fagacious Urban imagined 

another device , which was no lefi efficacious. 
Under the fevereft cenfures , he forbad the crufa- 
ders to be molefted by their creditors , and granted 
them many other exemptions , whilft they wore 
the holy crofs ; and all their pofTeffions , he took 
into the protedtion of the holy fee. 

Such favors would be received with ardor 
The nobility feeling a load of crimes , from the 
pillage of churches , and a long feries of rapacity 
and bppreffion , eagerly accepted fuch eafy terms 
f of forgivenefs; they had only to continue their 

favorite exercife of war, knowing that, if they 
fell , they fliould receive the blooming palm of 
martyrdom" — The commonalty followed the 
example of their lords indeed, they were their 
' vaffals and bound to fervitude : but when a!! 
that was great and elegant in the provinces wa s 
feen hurrying into arms, he muft have been 

" Flcory, ibid. 
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lowly - miijded truly , who could have been book 
contented to have ftaid at home, bent over the i. 
anvil , or toiling behind his plough. # 

Churchmen, whofe pure hands £hould never 
be ftained with blood, were not excluded from 
this meritorious fervice. They alfo had crimes , 
which called for expiation, though in ftri&nefs 
of penitentiary difcipline, they were not fub- 
je& to its canons. In fome, motives of piety, 
but in taore the love of novelty and diffipation , 
would preponderate — Monks, with their abbots, 
broke from their retirement ; threw afide the 
cowl, and gliftened in the burnilhed helmet— 
The fofter fex felt a glow of courage rife within 
their breafts , and they prepared to enter on 
the toilfome march , in company of their hufband* 

and their lovers Europe , in a word , was in 

general commotion : every eye fparkled with 
animation : in every town and in every village 
was heard the din of arms ; whilft the crufader , 
leaning on his fword, uttered words of hardi- 
hood , talked of the battles he fliould win , 
and of the infidels he fliould mafTacre , and of 
the fins which would be forgiven him. — In all 
the provinces of France, fays Daniel:, private 
hoftilities ceafed in a moment , the moft inveterate 
enemies became friends ; and he that had not . 
money flrove to fell his poffeffions. The fcene 
was aftoniflung. 
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book In *' . " *' jgr$ were Hugh, brother to the 

I# unir ^. 'v^JuJce of Normandy, brother 

for - ^; fi° </ .England ; Stephen count of 

b . , . . '."'//" * j c0 nnt of Touloufe ; Godfrey duke 

* * • v W^tfith his brothers Baldwin and Eu- 
^^^^xnberlefs inferior lords , knights , and 
toch> ** b'dh°P s j abbots , monks , and priefts. 
/ge^^je beginning of 1096, the year after the 
/ ^</ the number of thofe , who had taken 
I c° tfte crofs, was incredible. They affembled 
/ ^ n A Peter the hermit , whom they regarded 
\ S t he apoftle of the crufade , and as the envoy 
from heaven. From him they had their orders, 
2nd they prepared to march. — The firft divifion , 
a n undifciplined and lawlefs rabble, was led on 
by one Walter, a French gentleman of fonie 
experience , but of little note. He was followed 
by. the hermit, at the head of forty thoufand 
men. A third divifion of fifteen thoufand proceed- 
ed under Gotefcalc, a German prieft. — Great 
were the diforders thefe men committed ; the 
latter divifion in particular ; againft whom the 
infulted people of Hungary rofe up in arms , and 
it is laid , not one of the fifteen thoufand furvived 
to tell the tale of their cataftrophe. — Other 
bands, ftill more numerous, followed in wonder- 
ful fucceffion , and as their exceffes on the march 
were as great , many of them fhared the juft fate 
pf their fellows *\ 

# * Daniel, Vertot 
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i A more undifciplined and licentious body of ^ q 1L 
men never drew the fword. In truth , there was i, 
Jmt little difcipline in the armies of the age , and 
in thofe of the crufaders there was ftilllefs: they 
were formed of volunteers from different nations, 
the chief over whom were independent of one 
another , and as lawlefs and licentious as they. 
The pope's legate alone held fupreme command, 
and his voice , it was vainly expelled , would 
awe into obedience this difcordant multitude. 
Impatient of control , they waited not till they 
jhould have put their feet on infidel land, to com- 
mence hoftilities; wherever they marched , pillage, 
rapine, devaftation marked their progrefs. They 
had , indeed , been vainly taught to believe , that 
heaven , by fupernatural affiftance , would fupply 
all their neceffities, and therefore no provifion 
had been made for fubfiftence on the march. / 
Finding their wild expectations fruftrated , they 
were even compelled to relieve their wants by 
plunder; and this it was that enraged the inha- 
bitants of the countries through which they paffed. 
They took their way towards Conftantinople^ 
through Hungary and Bulgaria. 

The princes, whofe names I have mentioned, 
apprehenfive probably left the greatnefs itfelf of 
the armament ihould difappoint its own pur- 
pose * permitted the multitude to march before 



64 HISTORY OF THE LIVES OF 

BOOK them , and themfelves , by different routes , ' 
I # efcorted by the flower of their vaflals , advanced 
towards the feat of the Eaftern empire ; for 
that was appointed the place of general ren- 
dezvous. , 

Alexis Comnenus , the Greek emperor, few them 
approach with difmay. He had applied indeed 
; to the Weftern chriflians for fuccour againft the 
Turks , but he had only hoped that fuch a fupply j 
would be fent him, as, a&ihg under his control, I 
might enable him to repel the enemy. Aftoniflied' j 
he was to fee his dominions overwhelmed , on a 
fudden , by fuch an inundation of licentious 
barbarians , who , though they pretended friend- 
fiiip , defpifed his fubje&s as un warlike , and 
detefted them as heretical. By all the arts of 
policy, in which he "excelled, he endeavoured 
to divert the torrent ; but while he employed 
profeflions , carefles , civilities , and feeming 
fervices towards the leaders of the crufade , he 
fecretly regarded thofe imperious allies as -more 
dangerous than the open enemies , by whom 
his empire had been invaded. Whilft the armies 
were round his capital he daily haraffed them by 
every art , which his genius , his power > 
or his fituation enabled him to employ; and 
having effeded the difficult point of difembarking 
them in Afia , he entered into a private corres- 
pondence 
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pondence with Soliman , the Turkish emjpefbr , book 
and he pra£tifed every infidibus device , for fc 
difappointing the eriterprife * and difcouraging tha 
latins from attempting thenceforward any fuch 
prodigious migrations* 

On the banks of th£ Bofphoriis, oppbfite td 
Gonftantinople, the generals reviewed their armies* 
when the number of m£n was fotind to amount to 
one hundred thoufand hdrfe, and fix hundred thoti- 
fandfootj including all the attendants of the army. 
— The advanced parties , undfcr Walter and the 
hermit , who had imprudently penetrated into the 
heart of the country * were fodn overpowered - 9 
and cut to pieces. Peter was abferit at Conftanti- 
nople. — The grand army proceeded bri theit 
enterprife with more circumfpe&ion : but the 
fcartity of provifions $ the exceffes of fatigue , the 
influence of unexperienced climates , joiiied td 
the want of concert in their operatibns * and td 
the fword of a warlike enemy , deftroyed the! 
adventurers by thoufands. Thrir ieal, hbwetrer* 
their bravery, and their irrefiftibte force ftitt 
carried them forward; — After an obflinate fiege » 
Nice, the feat bf the Turkifh empire, fell; thejf 
defeated Soliman in twd great battles, and thfey 
fat down before Ahtioch. After various events § 
Aiitioch alfo furrendered , and the foixe of the 
enemy , who till now had proudly refitted 9 
feemed entirely broke; 

Vol. I f 
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BOOK Flufbed with fuccefs , the champions of the 
. crofs advanced towards Jerufalem , which they 

regarded as the confummation of their labors. 
By the detachments they had made to fecure 
their conquefts, by defertion, and by difafters, 
their number was reduced to twenty thoufand 
foot, and fifteen hundred horfe; but thefe were 
ftill formidable , from their valor, their experience, 
and the obedience which, from pad calamities, 
they had learned to pay to their leaders. — 
From the heights which command Jerufalem , they 
looked down on the holy city, their hearts beat for ! 
joy , they forgot their labors , and they demanded , j 
in clamorous ihouts, to be led up to the walls, | 
though they were defended by an army of forty 
thoufand men. 

In formidable preparation , the generals took 
their pofts round the devoted city,- Godfrey of 
Bouillon , Robert of Normandy , Raymond of 
Touloufe , Robert of Flanders , and the valiant 
Tancred. Their refolution was unanimous , to 
die , or to conquer. Nor was the enemy within 
the walls lefs prepared or lefs determined. The 
fiege lafled five weeks , during which , feats of 
heroifm were achieved, which hiflorians and poets 
have been careful to record and to magnify. A 
general affault was finally proje&ed , and with the 
rifing fun the trumpet founded. It was Friday, the 
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i5th of July, in logg, till an hour after mid-day, ft o O X 

with infinite refolution, the affaitants maintained i 4 

their pojfts > and the befieged refifted. But human 

ftrength could do ho more* and Godfrey faw in 

the countenances of his men , that they defpaired 

of fuccefs. They paufed; when* on a fudden* 

the voice of their general founded in their ears* 

cc My friends , cried he, heaven is for us; fee 

<c yonder the clouds open , and an armed warriot 

cc defcends upon the mountain of Olives ; his . 

€C fiiield darts lightning , and he beckons to us to 

c< advance ! " — Raymond of Toulotife faw the fame 

\4fion. a It is St. George , faid he , and he call» 

CQ us to viftory. " — In a moment every arm was 

again braced j they reared their ladders , their 

ramsjfhook the walls, their machined advanced * 

and Godfrey, fword in hand, was feett tipon 

the ramparts > furrounded by his brave compa-» 

Jiions. The enemy gave way on all fides , and 

on all fides entered the victorious champions of 

the crofs. 

The carnage and fcenes of horror, Which now 
enfued, were, paft defcription, dreadful. Imagi- 
nation itfelf is loft in the painful image, ahd recoil*. 
Neither arms defended the valiant , nor fubmiffion 
the timorous : no age or fex was fpared. The ftreets 
of Jerufalem were covered witlj dead bodies. — 
But the triumphant warriors, after every enemy was 

Fa 
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BOOK fubdued and flaUghtered , immediately turfted 

I> tliemfelves, with fentiments of humiliation and 

contrition , towards the holy fepulchre» Without 

quitting their bloody armour , they advanced 

with teolined bodies > and with naked feet* to 

that facred monument. They were met* with 

hymns of jubilation , by the chriftians they had 

refcued , and with them they fang anthems to 

their Saviour , Who had there purchafed their 

falvation by his agony and death. Enlivened by 

the prefence of th* place , tievotion fo oVercaYne 

all their martial fury , that they diffolved in tears, 

and bore the appearance of «v^ry foft and 

tender fentiment So inconfiftent is human nature 

/ with itfelf! arid fo eafily do all the paffiohs ally, 

/ fuperftition efpecially and enthufiafm , with heroic 

\ courage^ and fierce barbarity ! 

Eight days after this great event, Godfrey of 
Bouillon was unanimoufly chofen king of Jerufa- 
lem. Among all the warriors he wad th<$ moft 
eminent : courage , wifdom , martial fkill , probity, 
religion, prudence, ftrength of body, and aftattire 
which awed the beholder, rtiarked him for a hero, 
and united all the fuffrages in his favor. For 
one year only he held this romantic fceptre with 
a dignity , which the hand of Godfrey alone could " 
have given to it: he died* and was lamented. — 
The other princes, having performed their vows 
returned in hafte to Europe » where negle&ed 
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vaffah , and the important concerns o£ ftate r had book 
long bewailed their abfence *\ I. 

Thus ended, die firft crufade. — . In whatever 
light it be confidered , whether as an object of 
religion or of policy , t I can difcover no one 
permanent advantage that was derived from. if. 
Jerufalem, indeed», was taken; the chriftian inha- 
bitants would he prote&ed, and future pilgrims 
would approach, the hoty places in more fecurity. 
To the fuperftition of the age thefe might be 
weighty benefits; and who will fay that, as fueh, 
they might not value them ? Still their greateft 
adyarmges , it feem$, fliould vanifli, when . 
contrafted . with their concomitants , the direful 
events of war. But tjiis alfa is a reflexion to 
-which, ^ know not r that the chriftians of the 
eleventh century would have fubfcribecL 

From a redundancy of population , a& Europe 
then was circumftanced , had, in great meafure* 
^irifen that excefs of vice and lawiefs diflipatioo , 
which I defcribed ; and it was natural to imagine 
that the vaft. armies which marched to the Eaft 
would be principally compofed of the refufe- <?f 
fqciety : hence would the cojnmunity at larg$ be 
benefited. — So it happened , and not one , in a 
hundred ever faw again his native land ; but thia 
one, together tyitli the yices he tad taken witl\ 

" Vertot, Fleury, Daniel t Hiune, from original authors* 
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BOOK him, returned loaded with all thofe which the 
I. Eaftern nations were bed able to fupply. On the 
other hand , was the lofs of fo many brave , 
honeft, and virtuous man, who fell facrifice to 
the phrenzy of the times , to weigh as nothing 
in the fcale of reafon? — The inteftine feuds, 
indeed , which fo long had defolated Europe , 
ceafed, for a moment, in their dread career, while 
the blood of infidels was pouring out round the 
walls of Jerufalem : but foon they refumed their 
wonted fury, and raged as before. 

Afia was then the feat of the aits , of learning , 
and of commerce ; and from thence , in procefs 
of time , Europe was to draw the moft fubftantial 
benefits. In the firft crufade thefe were not 
perceptible; nor could they be: but a channel, it 
muft be owned , was then opened , through which , 
in a'ftream at firft but fmall, they might begin to 
flow towards the Weftern world. The politicians 
of the age had not this objeil, I believe, in view : 
but is it from the forefight of man or not rather 
from what appears to us a fortuitous concur- 
rence of circumftances , that the moft fubftantial 
advantages have been derived on human kind? 
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Abeillard goes to Laon and Jiudies under Art/elm — . 
Returns to Paris and teaches. — tjeloifa — Abeillard 
becomes her majier — She efcapes with him into 
Britany — He offers to marry her — They are mar" 
ried ' — He conveys her to Argenteuil — Fulbert's 
revenge — Pafcal II. pope of Rome — France and 
England — Religious orders — Cluni — The Char- 
treuje— Fontevraud* 

Anno, lioo. 

JD ROM the contentious fcenes of war and politics, / BOO x 
on 1 which the pride of hiftory loves to dwell, I it. 
return , with pleafure , to the more humble wallA 
of biography. Thus the traveller , who , on the? 
glacieres of Grindelwald or Chamoigny, has contemf 
plated nature iri her fublimeft horrors , finks to 

F 4 
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BOOK the vale below with gentler enpoticns , where ho 

l{. meets the creeping woodbine and the purling 

ftream. 

pc goes t* The reader will recqlleft that he left Abeiflard, 

ftudV nd de J u ^ retI ^ rne( * from Britany to Pari», rather difgufted 

Anfeim. of philofophical purfuits , and preparing to erfter 

/On the more important ftudy of theology. His 

/ old mafter and competitor de Champeaux , elated 

/ with the new honors of the mitre , had withdrawn 

*" %o Chalons. 

Laon , an epifoopal fee , diftant twenty-feven 
leagues from Paris , was at this time celebrated for 
its chair of divinity. There Anfelm , a canon and 
dean of the chapter, had for many years taught, 
with the greateft applaufe: men of the firft confe-? 
quence in the church had been his fcholars 1 . In, 
this i\umber mull be reckoned de Ch&mpeaux 
himfelf. Abeillard lacking round for a mafter, 
from whom he might draw fome inftru&ion in 
the new purfuit he \yas meditating , naturally 
fixed on Aqfelm. Independently of other corifider- 
ations , the circutnftance oj his, having taught the 
bifhop of Chalons , would have fome weight on 
; his. inind. Th^ man we contend with , ar^d 
conquer, is feldom deemed a contemptible anta- 
gonift — H? wg nt tp Laon. 

* I frequented , fays he , the old man s fchqol > 
but it was fop j* evident, that %U his celebrity w^s 
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a derived , not frorA the difplay of abilities , but ^ B o o x 

cc from length of pra&ice. He who approached Ii« 

a him in anxious uncertainty , returned in a i 

" thicker cloud. To hear him was delightful j \ 

a for he poffeffed an aftonifliing fluency of Ian- I 

" guage ; but in his words was neither reafon nor 

a common fenfe. You would have thought he 

* were kindling a fire, when inftantly the whole 
u houfe was filled with fmoke , in which not a 
c< fingle fpark was vifible. He was a tree , covered 
<{ with a thick foliage, which to tjie diftant eye 
iC had charms ; but on a nearer i*{fpe6tion there, 

* was no fruit to be found. I jvent up to this 
€c tree in full expectation : my dye beheld that it 
^ was the fig-tree , which the Lord had curfed ; 
€l o* I laid it might be the oak with \vhi$h tfce 

* poet compares Ppgipey, 

cc Sta^.magni nominis umbra* 
" Qualis frugifcro quercus fublimis in agro. 

a Lucan. Pha* 

* And after this difcovery , I repofed not many 
^ c days under its noxious fhade \" 

The portrait is ftrongly taken, but-refentment 
probably prefFed on the pencil in the darker 
coloring. 

Of this fame Arifelm a curious anecdote is told 
by an old author ', which, as it m^y ferve to 

* Hilt Cal, * Not» ad hift. Cal. 
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BOOK mark the character of the age*, I fliall relate; — 
II. A fconfiderable part of the gold and jewels, belon- 
ging to the church of Laon , had been ftolen. The 
thief could not be difcoyered; whereupon a gene- 
ral meeting of the canons and principal citizens 
was called. Uncertain what to do, they unanimoufly 
agreed to take the opinion of Anfelm, who was 
efteemed the oracle of the town. Anfelm , deeply 
verfed in the law and prophets , reVolves the whole 
bufinefs in his mind , and recollefts at laft the 
paffage in the book of Jofhua , where it is related» 
in what manner , a fecret theft had been dete&ed 
by the calling of lots. " It is my advice , faid 
<c he, having weighed the matter moll deliberately, 
cc that you try to difcover the author of this horrid 
<c crime by the ondeal of water. Let an infant be 
cc taken from each pariih, and call into a veffel 
cc of holy water : from the child which finks , will 
* c the guilty pariih be known. Then from each 
cc houfe of this parifli take another infant: which 
u will fliow you the guilty houfe. You can be no 
, ct longer at a lofs: throw every man and woman 
u belonging to the houfe into tubs of holy water, 
a and guilt . will be concealed no longer. " The 
experiment, I prefume, fucceeded; for the fame 
author relates that the thief was a perfon, by name 
alfo Anfelm , who , under the cloak of extraordi- 
nary piety, had impofed on many, and to whofe 
care had been intrulled the rich ornaments of 
the church. 
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Abeillard, whom the emptinefs of this wordy t B o O X 
veteran could not fail to difguft , began to appear n. 
lefs frequently at his le&ures. It was a more 
prudent ftep , than to have attempted a direct 
attack on the great name of his mafter. Age had 
given fome check to the petulancy of his temper, 
or by experience he had learned wifdom- His 
abfence however from the fchools was foon 
noticed; it was conflrued by thofe, among the 
fcholars, who plumed themfelves moft on their 
abilities, into a refle&ion on their own difcern-* 
ment. He dares to undervalue the great Anfelm, 
faid they. The old man was himfelf irritable 
and jealous : he had inftru&ed the brighteft 
geniufes of the age , and been admired by 
them: was this child of Ariftotle alone to with- 
hold his applaufe , juft as his fun , with its full 
effulgence, was fetting ih the Weft! The fuggeftion$ 
of the young men , whofe pride was alfo piqued, 
only ferved to fan into a wilder flame the indig-» 
nation of the old profeffor \ ~ 

It happened that , as one day the fchokra were 
jokingly converfing together, one of them afked 
Abeillard , what he thought about the ftudy of 
the fcriptures? The queftion was captious, as they 
well knew , how little attention he had hitherto 
given to thofe divine books. He replied that, if 
religious improvement be the object , no ftudy 

4 Hift. Calam. 
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BOOK certainly was fo falutary ; but added that > to him 
JI. / it was matter of great furprife , how any one , 
who had the fmalleft pretentions, to literature > 
could poffibly imagine that, befides th$ fcriptures 
themfelves and fome eafy expofitor, any other 
afliftance fliould be deemed neceffary to render 
them moll perfectly intelligible. — The proportion 
was received with {corn x and infultingly they 
^(ked Abeillard , whether" he perhaps might think 
himfelf equal to the undertaking. " I am ready to 
* do it, faid h$; chufe what book , you pleafe, 
<c from the old or new teftament, one that is 
** rarely explained in the fchools, and with it 
?dlow me but a fingle commentator. " — It was 
inftantly agreed to , and they fixed on the pro- 
phecy of Ezekiel f . 

The next morning he acquainted the young 

men, that h$ wa§ prepared to fulfil his engagement. 

His friends advifed him to be lefs precipitate ; 

they told him he was a novice in theology ; and 

that he fliould proceed , m fo arduous an 

undertaking , with the greateft circumfpe&ion and 

leifure. w It is not by leifure , anfwered he angrily, 

f u but by energy of genius , th^t I pretend; to 

I <c mafler the great heights of fcience : either I 

i * will be heard when , and in what manner , 

Y it pleafes me beft , or , this moment , I am 

jpreefrom my engagement. " 

1 Hift. Calam. 
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But few were prefent at the firft le&ure : the book 
attempt was deemed both arrogant and ridiculotts* n. 
He acquitted himfelf, however, fo much to the • 
fatisfa&ioft of his hearers , that they reqiiefled he 
would proteed , and they complimented him on ^ 
the precifion and fublimity of his comment. The 
following days , the whole town preffed to hea£ j 
him; every word he uttered was carefully taken 
down; and, as it had before happened at Melun 
and Paris, the itreets of Laon echoed with the 
name of Abeillard *. 

The found foon reached the ears of Anfelta* 
His mind, for fome days, had been cruelly on 
the fret: this youth * whofe hours in the ftudy 
of divinity hardly meafured his years of practice , 
in one fingle night , had penetrated into the 
obfcure myfteries of Ezekiel , aftd had drawn that 
veil afide, which himfelf perhaps had not dared 
to touch. The circumftance was infiilting* aftd 
he vowed revenge. But though pious minds can 
be fometimes fwayed by the paffions of finners , 
they are wonderfully adroit at the difcovery of 
motives, which, to their own eyes, at leaft, 
may faniiify their proceedings. 

Anfelm had , amongft hi* fcholars * two , whom 
he particularly efteemed, and whofe abilities were 
fuperior to the reft , Aibericus , a native of RheimS f 
and Lotulphus, from Novara in Lombardyj which 

• Hift. Calam. 
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BOOK place however was rendered far more famous for 

U, 1 1 g^ n g birth to Peter bifhop of Paris , the 

/ . celebrated mafter offenlences. Thefe men , btioyed 

I up by a fenfe of their own fuperiority and the 

flattering approbation of Anfelm , would feel 

more poignantly the burft of applaufe, which, 

in a moment, had raifed Abeillard far above them. 

It was their advice , that the expofitor of Ezekiel 

fliould be interdifted from proceeding any further 

in his public comment. — The old man acceded 

joyfully to their propofal. He alone was theologal 

in Laon, and without his permiflion no one could 

be empowered to give le£hires. The prohibition 

was notified to Abeillard , under this pretext that, 

fliould any error , peradventure , creep into the 

~ exposition of the prophecy , which , ( from his. 

inexperience in theology , might too eafily 

happen) the whole blame would be imputed to 

Anfelm ; that he could not expofe the whole 

glory of a well-earned reputation upon fo flippery 

a furface; and that religion, in a fecret whifper, ! 

had told him to be circumfpeft* 

The fcholars , who patronifed Abeillard , heard 
the news of this event with indignation; the 
thin veil whi^h covered the real motives of Anfelm's 
conduct was eafily penetrated; but all oppofition, 
they faw , would be vain. Abeillard refolved to 
withdraw ; Laon was not a theatre wide enough 
for the difplay of his abilities , and the grey hairs 
of the theologal called for fome refpeft. Anfelm 
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triumphed in his fuccefe ; even the day , on book 
which, by his conjuring fagacity , he had proved u, 
his name-fake to be a facrilegious robber , was 
not half fo glorious 7 . 

As the memoirs , from which the ftory of the 
life of Abeillard is principally drawn , were 
written by himfelf , and that after , by a feries of 
misfortunes and ill-ufage, he had been feverely 
irritated , fome allowance ffiould be made for 
partial narration. For however little difpofed he 
might really be to depart from truth , it is too 
obvious , that obje&s take their tinge from the 
complexion of our own minds. In an inftant 
how changed is the fcene , when to the varied 
beauties of the rifing fun fucceed murky clouds 
and a lqwering Iky! It muft alfo be confeffed 
that the conduft of the young man was often 
reprehenfible. His abilities were of a fuperioc 
caft , and he was gifted with a penetration , which 
at once laid open to his eye the whole texture 
of chara&er : from this he fele&ed the weakeft 
parts , and he took a malignant pleafure in f 
exhibiting them to public view. Such a man ; 
could hardly have a friend, for he feemed to ;' 
have no indulgence for the weakneffes of human . • 
nature. Himfelf had not yet experienced how \ 
low the greateft minds may fink. Unremittingly 
he had purfued the objeft of his ambition , and this 

was of a nature only to draw into a&ioii thd>fe/ 

/ 

7 Hift. Calam. 7 
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K powers of his foul, which were pure and intellec- 
tual. From this circumftance he would deem 
highly of himfelf , and viewing others in the fame 
medium, them naturally he might defpife. The 
judgment of youth is often erroneousi \ I 

Ht returns Abeillard once more returned to Paris. Farile 
to Paris and had not been filent during his refidence at Laon; 

teaches* ° 

it was known with what fplendoi: he had opened 

his new career ; theology had woven a garland to 

encircle his brows; his friends were waiting to 

receive him : and the doors of the fchools flood 

open. He began his le&ures with the prophecy 

of Ezekiel , completing the expofition he had ; 

Commenced in the country. His auditors were 

charmed 5 the firft philofopher , they faid , was 

become the firft divine. Multitudes of ireflji 

fcholars flowed in from all quarters : he therefore 

judged proper to refume his old leflure of 

philofophy \ The fifter fciences were J)leafed 

with this amiable union $ they had too long been j 

kept afunder from each other ; and both . from 

die mouth of Abeillard received new ftrength 

and ne\V charms. 

In the following words does a Contemporary 

fpeak of thefe times in a letter addreffed to 

Abeillard : " No diftance of country * no height 

cc of mountains , no depth of vallies * no intricate 

cc journey befet with perils and thieves, could with- 

u hold your fcholars from you. Rome fent her 

cc children 
' Htft. Calam. 
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" children to receive your inftru&ion : flie who had & O o K 

* been the miftrefs of every fcience now confefled , jl> 

* her inferiority. The youth of Britain crowding ( 
" to their fhores were not intimidated by the fea / 
cc which met their eyes , or the billows that broke ' 

* at their feet: in fpite of danger, they cleared 

* the dreadful pafs. The more remote iflandi 
u difmiffed their favage fons. Germany, Spain 
a Flanders , the people of the North and of thi 
u South , flocked to you j in their mouths you* 
44 name only was heard ; they admired, they 

* praifed, they extolled your abilities. I fpeak 

* not of thofe whom the walls of Paris enclofed * 

* nor of the inhabitants of our neighbouring or 

* more diftant provinces: from you they as ardently ' 
a fought for wifdom , as if all its treafures had been 

€t there locked up. In a word , moved by the V 
u fplendor of your genius, by the charms of your \ 
u elocution, and by the acutenefsofyourpenetra- / 
tt tion , to you they all approached , as to the \ 
a fource from which fctence flowed in the pureft/ 
„ ftream* " '" * 

But the theology of the times confifted in little 
elfe than a bare expofition of fcripture-pafTages ;' 
a method however , by which , had it been' 
purfued in a cool and rational manner, religion \ 
might have gained much. It would not have' 
been loaded with that fuperfluity of idle matter , 

9 Fulco ad Abeil. p. ax 8. 
Vol. I. G 
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BOOK which has disfigured its native fimplicity ; and to 
iI# which an undue importance has ever been given. 
The commentators of the twelfth century were 
not fatisfied with a plain and literal explanation 
of the text : they thought that , under each line , 
lay fomething of a fpiritual or myftical meaning» 
and of this they were ever in queft. It was the 
bad tafte of the age , to which unadorned fimpli- 
city could give no pleafure: or elfe the literal 
fenfe was to their apprehenfion peculiarly difficult , 
from their ignorance of the primitive languages, 
in which the books of fcripture were written; 
and becaufe they knew fo little of the hiftory and 
of the manners of ancient times. What we do 
not understand is the more fufceptible of a myftic 
interpretation, and rather than own our ignorance, 
what abfurdities will not be advanced ,f ? 

From the licentioufnefs of allegorical expofition 
any maxims might be drawn. They read in the 
gofpel of St. Luke, that our Saviour, before his 
paffion, told his difciples, that fwords would.be 
necefTary : they anfwered , behold here are two 
fwords. He replied j» it is enough. — The fenfe 
of this paffage is obvious ; but commentators 
discovered that , by the two fwords were fignified 
the fpiritpal and temporal powers, by which the 
world is governed 5 and that thefe powers 
belonged both to the church , becaufe the 
two fwords were in the hands of the apoftles. 

Fleury , 4ifc. 5. 
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The church indeed , they faid > fliould herfelf 3 o o jt 
only exercife the' fpiritual power, and intnjft the jj, 
other to the prince. Our faviour faid to Peter; 
put up thy fword into the fcabb^rd ; that is , the 
fword, Peter, is thine ; but it is not in thy hand 
it fhoulcl be ufed ; give it to the Prince , who fliaU 
employ it , as thou flialt order and direct * \ -~ • 
On fuch dedu&ions as thefe was grounded the 
depofing doftrine of Rome , and > t all the van* 
fuperftrufture of prerogative and privilege , which, 
the church exercifed, with an unbounded fway 8 
through the long period of many years. 

In the full blow of literary honors , which 
the breath of envy did not attempt to blaft, 
and fecure in the applaufe of an admiring public , 
the days of Abeillard now flowed on in one 
unruffled ftream. The fame tide brought wealth 
and glory with it But as rivalry and oppofition 
ceafed , fo , on his fide ceafed thofe vigorous 
exertions, which had made him what he was. 
The nervous fyftem , I have elfewhere obferved , 
upon the tone of which all our animation depends, 
foon relaxes, when the fpur is withdrawn that 
excited its vibrations; and when this happens, a 
languor enfues , with which the whole man 
fympathizes in wonderful accord. — Affe6liont 
began to rife, to which hitherto he had been a 
ilranger and he found he was not that hero, 
which , in vanity of mind, he had once imagined. 

G 3 
Fleury , difc. ?. 
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BOOK Even Hercules, in the gay court of Omphale , threw , 
II, down his club , and fubmitted to hold the diftaff. 

Paris was , at this time , a fcene of general ! 
diflipation: it was fo , as the principal residence j 
of the French court , and as an academy crowded 
witfi the youth of different nations. No difcipline . 
could have held fuch an unruly multitude in 
control The description, which hiftorians give 
of the vice and depravity of the fcholars , can 
only be conceived by viewing modern feminaries i 
of learning. — Abeillard , in the midft of this I 
alluring fcene , would hardly withftand its fafcina- 
tion. He was young , handfome , agreeable. The . 
fplendor of his public character, as it drew on 
him the eye of admiration , fo was it a paffport , 
which admitted him into the firft circles of Paris. ' 
His company was eagerly fought for : he charmed 
in converfation ; the tone of his voice was melodious; 
he fang well, and his fongs were often pieces 
of his own compofition '\ 

' Speaking of himfelf at this period , he fays : c< It 
a is in the lap of profperity that the mind fwells 
u with foolifh vanity; its vigor is enervated by 
a repofe , while the indulgence of pleafure 
u completes the vidory. At a time , when 
a thought myfelf the firft philofopher in Europe , ! 
<€ ' nor feared to be difturbed in my feat of ) 
a eminence , then it was • that I who had i • 
u been a pattern of virtue , faft loofened the 

" Ep. flelois. i*. 
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" rein ^at the call of paflion. In proportion as /BOOK 
tt I had rifen higher on the fcale of literary 1 U* 
c< excellence , the lower did I fink into vicious 
u depravity. I quitted thofe paths of virtue, 
u which all my predeceflbrs had trodden with ( 
u fo much renown. Pride and pleafure were the { 
cc monfters that fubdued me n . " — In thit 
fituation of undifturbed repofe, of diflipation, and 
of honor , Abeillard had paffed near five years y 
extolled as the firft mailer of the age , courted \ 
by the great, loved by the gay, feared by the ) 
ignorant, and admired by all* ^ 

There was then in Paris a young lady, of great tHeioifc 
beauty*, but whom her talents and extraordinary J 
advance in fcience , rendered an object of general J 
admiration. She was in the richeft bloom off 
youth , having reached her eighteenth year I4 j ( 
a period, when the mind, if properly cultivated, ( 
begins to expand on the | countenance , and ta/ 
give it an efcpreflion which it had not before*^ 
Heloifa , for this was the young lady's name * 
lived] with her uncle Fulbert, fa^ canon of the'' 
cathedral church, — By fome foe is faid to have^ 
been defcended from the illuftrious houfe of 
Montmorency ; whilft others pretend , foe was 
the natural daughter of a prieft *\ — Be this at 
it may j nature had formed her of her beft 
materials, and foe was the darling of her uncle. 

11 Hift. Caianu if Vie d'Aheih p. 48- M Bayle, letter & 

G 3 
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8 0k The old man had fpared no expenfe in the 
IL education of his niece. In other regards niggardly, \ 
here he was profufe ; and whatever, in the literary} 
arts of the age, the beft mafters had to give, that) 
he endeavoured to procure for Heloifa. — She is 
reprefented as a prodigy in fcience : but it fhotild 
Feem as if hof encomiafts , willing to delineate a 
phenomenon in the female world , had brought 
together every excellence their minds could fancy, 
and had prefented the rich gift to the niece of 
Fulbert. It was not only in the circles of Paris, 
they fay, that her name was familiar: It had pe- 
netrated to the extreme parts of the kingdom "• — 
/ When learning is pofTefled by few, a very ordinary 
\ portion is viewed" with admiration. We may judge 
fcy comparifon ; and can it be prefumed that , in 
,the gloomy era of the twelfth century, even to 
Heloifa fcience would have unlocked thofe treafures, 
Which the female candidates of modern times 
would perhaps afk of her in vain ? She was 
acquainted, it is faid, with the beft authors of 
ancient Rome , had been deeply initiated in the 
philofophy of the age , and knew what the wife 
men of antiquity had taught. The Latin and 
Greek languages were familiar to her , and even 
rifing from the cradle, ilie had been heard to lifp 
the pfalms of David , in the very language of their 
royal author %f When retirement andtheappli- 

I# Prcef. Apologet* l * Ibid. 
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cation of maturer years had given full improve- BOOK 
ment to her mind ; I doubt not , but fhe became II. 
poffeffed of all thefe high accomplifliments , which 
at the age of eighteen , the generofity of antici- 
pation feems to have beftowed upon her. — She 1 
was born in the firft or fecond year of the century. \ 

Abeill^rd, though become a man of pleafure, 
had not loft that delicacy of mind , which is ^ 
fometimes fo conftitutional , as to remain with uj/ 
even in the abfence of virtue. He had ever detefted 
low vice , and the company of abandoned women 
was peculiarly odious to him '\ Public diffipation 
was incompatible with the dignity of his ftation ; 
nor could his attendance on the fchools permit 
him to frequent the fociety of thofe ladies , who 
would not, he thinks, have been infenfible to the 
charms of his perfon and converfation. 

It was at this moment of felf-complacency and 
enervation, that began his acquaintance with the 
accomplifibed Heloifa. The houfe , where her uncle j 
refided, was contiguous to the public fchools. ' 
Doubtlefs he had often feen her, and often heard 
of her uncommon abilities; but till now fuch 
objects were little calculated to make a fenfible 
impreffion. In the retired fituation and amiable 
qualities of this young lady , he foon difcovered 
all that his heart could wifh for. That he himfelf \ 
was irrefiftible, hf had the fulleft convi&ion. «_ 4 Sa } 

,f Hift. Calam. 
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S © 3> X a great , fays he , was my reputation , and fo 

XL - M captivating the attractions of my youth and 

* perfon, that I feared not to be reje&ed by any 

tt woman , whom I {hould deign to honor with 

/ < c my regard. " Yet was not this vain philofopher 

\ very diftant from his fortieth year. 

Befides thefe perfonal attra£Hons, there were 
other circurnftances , which might feem no leik 
flattering. He well knew the progrefs Heloifa had 
made in learning , and how warmly her foul was 
engaged in the purfuit. Could he draw her into 
a correfpondence of letters, ( a propofal which he 
doubted not (he would embrace with jurdor,) 
he forefaw every fuccefs in the event. Then he 
could flatter her vanity with lefs danger of fufpi- 
cion: he. could, with more freedom and in ftrong- 
er colors, exprefs the emotions of his heart; and 
though her company might be fometimes denied 
him, he could by this intercourfe, at leaft, keep 
alive the impreflion on her mind 1 *. The plan 
was concerted. — But it is not faid how long this 
Correfpondence lailed , nor is it faid, whether he 
*vas admitted to any private interview with her. 
'Heloifa would be delighted by the m?rked atten- 
tion of this great man ; nor from inexperience and 
Ifrom the high opinion ihe had of him , could fhe, 
/for a moment, fufpe&his intentions. Abeillard muft 
have recoiled when he viewed the infamy of his 
defign : it could not poffibly be that, at once, he 

" Hift. Calaau 
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fliould embark in a fixed fcheme of fedu&ion. He BOOR 
fays it however himfelf in words which cannot be n. 
xnifiaken M ; and if fo, he rauft be pronounced a 
much worfe man, than otherwife I could be difpo- 
fed to believe him. In the high regions of romantic 
fpeculation he had loft light of, or never known , V 
thofe amiable virtues , without which the greateft I 
talents may be deemed a curfe from the hand of I 
providence. *~-s 

Warmed by acquaintance and the intercourse of 
fentiment, to which the unguarded innocence of 
Heloifa would give additional charms, the affe&ions 
of Abeilhtrd grew into paffion. He that fliould 
have been her friend , became her lover ; and the 
referve and diftant correfpondence, he had hitherto 
maintained, could fatisfy no longer. He meditat- 
ed other fchemes; but, had his intentions been 
honorable, where was the neceffity of difguife? ' 
Fulbert would have opened his doors , and have 
been proud in the fociety of Abeillard. 

The philofopher well imagined , that the refpeft* 
produced by the great celebrity of his name, with 
which the young lady received his addrelTes, would 
gradually wear down into a more familiar beha- 
viour, could he have the happinefe of feeing her f 
and of converting with her more frequently " ; and 
his invention hit on a fcheme , which proved him 
a finiflied matter in the art of fedu&ion. — He 
began to fhow great attention to fome of Fulbert '$ 

9# Hift. Calam. SI Ibid. 
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BOOK friends ; and when he thought them fecure , he 
Xh . opened to them his wiflies, which were, that they 
would propofe to the good man to take him into 
his houfe as a boarder. Its being fo near to the 
fchools , he faid , would be a great conveniency ; 
that he fliould not hefitate upon terms , however 
high they might be ; that the buftle and folicitude, 
neceflarily attendant on houfe-keeping , deranged 
that equanimity, which ftudy called for; and that 
his expenfes were heavier than he could convenient- 
ly fupport. Fulbert , he knew , was very fend of 
money ; and as the firft of his defires was to pro- 
cure for his niece every means -for her further 
improvement , he trufted , that his propofal , 
coming in fo eligible a form , would not be reject- 
ed ". — The old canon fwallowed the bait with 
eagernefs. Money , and with it the profpeft of 
benefiting Heloifa , accorded with all the feelings 
of his heart It was no trifling circumftance neither, 
that Abeillard fliould put his foot over his 
threfhold, and that he fliould be permitted to fit 
down at table with a man , whom the world 
admired. Thus vanity, which never dies in the 
human breaft, hung her bias alfo on the fide of 
his ruling paflions. 

Of Fulbert an anecdote is recorded , which proves 
his piety to have been equal to his affeftion for 
money and for Heloifa. — The almoner of Henry, 
the French king, inftigated by an inordinate deva* 

81 Hut. Calam. . 
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tion, had ftolen from the chapel of his mafter,/B OOK 
a large portion of the back-bone of Saint Ebrulfus. V II. 
Among the firft friends of this thief was canon / 
Fulbert , and to prove to him the excefs of his 
love ^ he made him a prefent of what he efteemed, 
deareft in the world, this holy relic. Fulbert had 
had it long in his pofleffion , when hearing pro- 
bably by what iniquitous means it had been 
procured , he feared to detain it any longer. He 
afTembled his friends , propofed the important 
bufmefs , and earneftly befought their advice. 
They agreed the back bone had been ftolen , and 
could not with a fafe confcience be kept; the prior 
of a neighbouring convent was therefore fent for; 
to him was committed the facred treafure with 
injun&ion , that he fhould forthwith convey it, 
my author fays , to Utica , but I fuppofe to the 
chapel from whence it had been taken. This at 
leaft the principle of reftitution fhpuld have 
fuggefted* 1 . 

When Abeillard had obtained the old mans 
permiflion to remove to his houfe, the firft thing 
the latter propofed to him was , that he would 
take fome charge of his niece. The philofopher 
aflented. That he would dedicate much of his 
time to her inftru&ion , feemed an unreafonable 
requeft : finally , however , he entreated him that, 
. fhould he have any vacant moments after his 
return from fchool, either by night or day, then» 

81 Oderic. L 7. Hift. Eccl. 
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book he would give to Heloifa; and ftill to evince how 
II. much he prized his inftrudion , it was his requeft, 
he faid , that fliould he find her negligent or inat- 
tentive, he would chaftife her feverely. 

" Viewing this fimplicity of the uncle , I was 
a not lefs aftoniflied, obferves Abeillard, than if I 
tt had beheld a fliepherd intruding his lamb to the 
a care of a hungry wolfc He committed his niece 
tt to me, to be taught, and to be correfted , as 
<c I pleafed ; which , in fa£t , was fupplying me 
u with every occafion , not. only of gaining her 
a affections , but likewife with a power of forcing 

* her, by chaftifement, to comply with my de- 

* fires, fliould perfuafion prove ineffe&ual. But 

* there were two confederations , with which all 

* fufpicion of evil was incompatible; the love he 

* felt for Heloife , and the opinion he entertained 

* of my virtue* 4 -" — Thebafe feducer felt not 
himfelf the weight of thefe motives. Fulbert might | 
have been fimple; but it was a fimplicity which^ 
did honor to his heart. Sufpicion never dwells] 
in an honeft rnind.^ I am almoft tempted to 
believe that the iligma of covetoufnefs had been 
fixed on Fulbert* by the hand of inveterate J 
refentment 

The agitation and joy of mind, felt by Heloifa, 
when lhe heard who the ftranger was that was 
coming to refide under her uncle's roof, will 
be eafily conceived* To the high opinion fame 

14 Hift. CaL 
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had long impreffed on her mind , was now joined BOOt 
a more intimate acquaintance with the man ; fhe II. 
had converfed with him, and flbe had received 
letters from his hand, at once exprefliveof affe&ion 
and of the idea he entertained of her abilities. 
This Abeillard was now to be her matter, and 
ihe was to enjoy his fociety in the eafe of domeftic 
intercourse. For an inftant , Ihe could not fufpe£l 
him capable of any interefted or infidious views : 
fuch thoughts are ., at leaft, inconfiftent with the 
candid innocence of youth. She faw him aTrive 
with fuch emotions] as , the ftate of mind I have 
defcribed, would naturally raife; but the moment, 
which Heloifa viewed as the brighteft of her life , 
was , in fad , clouded with the lowering decrees 
of fate! iV 
As the bafe defigns of Abeillard had been ma- Abefflard h* 
f turely proje&ed , he would proceed to their JJJJjJJ. ** 
! accompliihmerit by all thofe means which circum- 
stances offered, and with an artifice, that well 
Jcnew how to avail itfelf of the moft trifling incident 
The fagacious logician who had foiled the firft 
mailers of the art , at their own weapons , now 
* entered the liflp with a girl of eighteen : it was a 
noble conteft! — The gradations from refpeft to 
love , through all their intermediate fhades, 
would be fenfibly marked on the foul of Heloifa, 
and Abeillard would, read them on her counte- 
nance.— ."He very minutely, and with little delicacy, 
details the circumftances of their ftudious hours * 
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and he tells the progrefs his pupil foon made in the 
art of love". Indeed, the moft tried virtue 
could ndt have withftood this powerful ordeal 
Heloifa began to love ; and from a combination 
of incidents , joined to a natural call of difpofitions, 
fuch a ftrength of paflion took pofTeffion of her 
foul, as the wild annals of romance have never, 
I believe, equalled. 

Abeillard now loft all relifli for the fchools; 
Ariftotle and fcripture - comments could pleafe no 
longer. His leflons were but a repetition of what 
he had faid before , and even thefe were delivered 
with an indifference , a precipitancy , and a vifible 
abfence of mind, which fliowed that his attention 
was engaged on other obje&s**. — v His genius, 
however , was not abfolutely idle. As he often 
quotes the Latin poets, it is probable that he 
took delight in their compofitions : I have alfo 
already remarked , that he was not himfelf 
without fome pretenfions to poetry. Whatever 
talents he might have , the prefent moment Would 
bp fure to call them into play. Love makei 
poets of us all. For , as the feat of that paffion 
lies chiefly in the imagination , it is natural that 
thofe ideas fliould pleafe beft , which are in unifon 
with it. Abfent from Heloifa , his employment 
wa$ to celebrate her praifes: he compofed fonnets, 
laid his fonnets at her feet , and he fang them to 
the tendereft airs a? * 
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Many years after , thus does Heloifa fpeak of boos 
thefe times, of Abeillard, and of his compofitions: II# 
warm with the recolle&ion (he fays to him: a You 
ct poffeffed , Abeillard , two qualifications , a tone 
ft of voice and a grace in fmging , which gave 
€i you the control over every female heart i 
<l Thefe powers were peculiarly yours ; for I know ) 
Cl not that they ever fell to the lot of any other * 
<l philofopher. To foften , by playful amufement , 
c< the ftern labors of philofophy, you compofed 
tt feveral fonnets on love and on fimilar fubje&s» ) 
tt Thefe you were often heard to fing , when the 
<c harmony of your voice gave new charms to 
<c the beauty of your language. In all circles only 
" Abeillard was talked of: even the molt ignorant , 

* who could not judge of compofition , were 

* enchanted by the melody of your voice. Female 
<c hearts could not withftand the impreflion. 
<c Thus was my name foon carried to diftant 

* nations, for our loves were the theme of all 
4C your fongs. Women envied my happinefs : they 
ft faw you were endowed with every accompliih- 
u ment of mind and body *\ " 

Thefe poems, as they were handed about, and 
continued to be very fafliionable fongs, even in 
countries remote from Paris , were written 
probably in the rude language of the times. 
But from the pen of genius f nothing truly 

Ep. Helois. x . 
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BOOK *an fall which may feem rude and uncultivated 
ji. We have to lament, however, that thefe compofiti- 
ons of Abeillard have all funk in the devouring 
ftream of time: I have otherwife no doubt, but 
the Frehch nation would have them to boaft of, 
as the elegant maiden-produ&ions of their earlieft 
inufe. — The Trouveres in the northern provinces, 
and the more elegant Troubadours in the fonth , 
had not then attuned their reeds to fing the loves 
and the martial prowefs of peerlefs lords and 
ladies. — The roman de la roje is by fome critics 
afcribed to Abeillard , but with no femblance of 
truth : indeed , it is generally admitted , that it 
was begun in the thirteenth century , and finished 
by John de Meun , the gay poet of the court of 
Philip le bel, a hundred years after **• 

Abeillard's fcholars viewed , with fentiments 
of regret and pity , the falling off of their mailer. 
It was an efFe£ , however , for which they 
could eafily account , becaufe , from his entrance 
into the houfe of Fulbert , they had noticed its 
progrefs. His fair pupil , they faid , was the 
Dalila that had broken the ftrength of Samfon. 
Fortunately, however, there was no de Cham- 
peaux to glory in his fall. — His connexion with 
Heloifa could be no longer ferret : it became 
the topic of general conversation. Fulbert alone 

*' Praef. Apologet. Bayle , letter A. 
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1 ' 

feemed ignorant of it ; even when he was advifed B o OS 
to look to his niece, he disregarded the admonition. il 
His love for her , and his opinion of Abeillard, 

Jiad tied a bandage over his eyes , which no 
fuggeftions could unbind. — Thus , for fome 
months, did the deception continue; and the 
lovers were unmolefted in their literary amours. 
Sometimes, that the old man might not be roufed by 
the fimlleft fhadow of fufpicion , Abeillard affurned 
the tone of a mafter , and even pretended to chaftife 
Heloifa, as he had been empowered to do '*. 

The clap of thunder came at laft; the bandage 
fell off; and poor rulbert faw how miferably he 
had been deceived. It was a fituation of deep 
diftrefs. The man , in whofe breaft , he thought t 
refided all the virtues , had betrayed him , and 
Heloifa was corrupted ! His heart fank within 
him. When he had a little recovered from the 
fliock , his requeft was, that the feducer would leave 
his houfe. Too much broken was his heart to 
indulge itfelf in the ftrong emotions of anger 
or revenge. Abeillard fays, that he only grieved"* 
But he defcribes more fully , and with fome 

/ affectation , the parting fcene betwixt himfelf and 
Heloifa. How exceflive Was their aifliftion , he 
fays ; how much he blufhed ; how his heart 
was torn , when he faw the tears of the 
dear girl ; what a ftorm agitated her mind 

10 Hift. Calam. M Ibid. 
Vol. I H 
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BOOK at the view of his fufferings ; that they : wailed 
11. not their own mifery; it was for one another 
only that they lamented. — Abeillard withdrew, 
and Heloifa remained to meet the reproaches of 
her uncle, and in folitude to refleft on the ftate 
into which flie was fallen. 

But the reproaches of Fulbert fell heavieft on 
himfelf: it was to his own wilful blindnefs he had / 
to charge the mifcortduft of his niece- Abeillard's 
treachery , indeed , was too foul a crime fever to 
be forgiven , yet even here how glaring had been 
his own folly ! — Heloifa felt for the painful 
fituation of her uncle ,. to \yhofe care fhe owed 
fo much ; but in the love fhe bore to Abeillard 
was funk every other thought , which reflection 
might have fuggefted. Confidence is filent, when 
the ruling paffion , with fovereign control , holds 
pofTeffion of the heart. Her attachment to books , 
reverence for Fulbert, ideas of religion, refpe£fc 
for the world, delicacy of female character, were 
all abforbed in the admiration of the man , who 
had feduced her. 
$kt ercapcs Fable informs us, that Argus, with a hundred 

BritoSr 1 "* e y es > could not § uard the n T m P h that was 
committed to his charge. Love infpires a fortitude, 

accompanied by a wilinefs of invention , which 

no obftacle can withftand. Heloifa contrived to 

acquaint her lover with all the particulars of her 

fituation j and fhe acquainted him, with a 

triumph of mind that expreffed the peculiarity of 



ABEILLARD AND HELOISA. 99 

her chara&er , that flie was pregnant, and mtift BOOK 
inftantly have his advice in the fourfe it might m 
be proper for her to take; that her uncle's houfe 
was no longer a tit fituation for her '\ 

The neceffity of removing her was evident; biit, 
Confidering the fufpicious jealoufy with which flie 
was guarded , the ftep would be attended with 
great hazard. Abeilhrd rifever found his invention 
on a feverer rack; but as he correfponded with 
Heloifa , who informed him of all that paffed , he 
had reafon to rely on her addrefs for fuccefs in 
the attempt By a fliow of refignation to the will 
of Fulbert , his vigilance began to flacken : Heloifa 
therefore gave notice that foon flie fliould be able 
to efcape. It was agreed between the lovers , that 
he fliould procure her a proper difguife, and that t 
the firft dark evening her uncle fliould be from 
home , flie would be ready to attend him. They 
were to make for Britany, where he had friends 
who would receive her. — The day came* Fulbert > 
lulled into fecurity, had engaged to make a vifit 
into the country, and was not to return till late» 
Of this fortunate event, notice was inftantly given "• 

The tedious hours paffed away , and night felL 
Abeillard, with the difguife he had procured , 
which was a nun's habit ,# , was waiting at the 
appointed place : He received Heloifa into hii 
arms ; conveyed her out of Paris ; and with all 

" Hift. Cal. M Vie d'Abeil p. $3. " Ep. Abeil. %\ 
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BOOK poffible expedition , proceeded towards Britanyv 

XI* where his fifterDionyfia , who had been apprized 

, of the defign , was ready to give them an, 

afylum ,f . — Having thus difpofed of his charge, 

the philofopher haftened back to Paris. 

Fulbert , finding his niece had efcaped , and 
fufpetting what the caufe was which had impelled 
Jier to it, was driven into the wildeft rage. To 
his grief and firft pain , was now added the 
fentiment of difgrace , which was brought on his 
family. But what to do , or how to revenge the 
infult , he was equally uncertain. When , in the 
paroxifm of his fury , he thought of the moft 
fignal vengeance , and only looked to the dagger 
as his friend ; the recollection of his dear Heloifa 
rofe full before him , and averted the bloody 
purpofe. She was in the hands of his enemies, 
who might retaliate perhaps the fatal ftroke which, 
ihould fall on Abeillard. — Whfen , in cooler 
moments , he projected forcibly to feize the 
traitor , and to confine him in fome place of fecu- 
rity , he foon difcovered how foolifib the attempt 
would be: Abeillard, he heard, was furrounded 
by his creatures , was prepared againft any attack , 
and was even ready himfelf to ftrike the firft blow , 
Ihould the fmalleft violence be intended againft 
him ,# . — Again the old man had recourfe to 
tears, and the unavailing fuggeftions of impotent 
paflion. 

19 Hift. Cabm. M Ibid, 
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Heloifa , in the mean time , was delivered of BOOI 
a fon, whom flie called Aftrolabus. The motive ZL 
for fo , whimfical a name is not affigned ; but 
probably, as her own name was faid to be.ar fome 
reference to the fun , fhe thought proper to 
allude to the ftars in giving a n^me to her child* 

The news of this event had a happy eft e£l on^ He o&rs to 
the mind of Abeillard ; it foftened the high tone \ m * r, * ,uf * 
he had hitherto taken ; and he began to view, in 
a more proper light, the fufferings of Fulbert, and 
, his own mifcondu £1 towards him- tt I felt, 
. u indeed , for his fituation , fays he , and my 
<c fibameful abufe of his confidence ftruck *£e on 
c< the heart " In thefe fentiipents he waited on 
him ; he aflted his forgivenefs; and he offered any . 
reparation , which he would pleafe to call for.* — 
The old man liftened x but his heart had been too 
much hardened by ill-ufage to relent fo foon* 
Abeillard proceeded : cc And can you , indeed , be 
" furprifed at what has happened , when you 
<c reflect on the charms of Heloife? I am ama% 
u Sir ; and he tliat. will caft his eyes over the 
<c annals of mortality will find, that the greateft fage* 
€< of ancient times were made but the fport of 
« women* He only will not plead for me, who 
c< knows not the power of love.*' — The eyes of 
Fulbert grew fuller. — u I will marry Heloifa, 
u faid Abeillard, if that will give you fatisfa&ion; 
u but it muft be on condition y that you divulge 
« it not. My honor, my fituation in the world 

HI 
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BOOK a exaft this from me, " — ■ The propofal was 
IX» unexpected , and a beam of joy feemed to fpread 
over the old man's countenance. He was filent 
for a moment ; then he looked Abeillard in the 
face , to fee if his words were painted there > 
then he took hold of his hand; an aftion , which 
at once faid that he forgave him , and that he 
Jhould have Heloifa ,7 . 

The friends, who were prefent, witneffed what 
had pafled , and after mutual embraces , - they 
parted, — The whole tranfa&ion did honot to 
JFulbert; but Abeillard clofes his narration with 
a fharrfelefs refle&ion: a He appeared, fays he, 
- * thus folemnly to fign a reconciliation , that he 
tt might undo me the more eafily. " 

Serioufly refolved to execute his engagement, 
Abeillard , without delay , fet off fqr Britany. 
Heloifa was not apprized of his coming : but he 
found her cheerfully occupied in the duties of 
her new ftate. — I am come , ' faid he , ( after 
the firft falutations were over , and he had kiffed 
his child , whom Heloifa , with the countenance 
of an angel , prefented to him , ) I an* come to 
take you back to Paris , and to marry you. — 
Heloifa laughed, for fhe imagined, that he only 
fpoke from gaiety , which was an ufual thing with 
him, — lam ferious, continued he: I have feen 
your uncle 5 he is reconciled to me , and 1 have 
promifed to marry you, — If you be ferious, 

" Hift. Calami 
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replied Heloifa, it becomes me likewife to be fo ; BOOK 
and I tell you ferioufly, that I can never confent U. 
to be your wife. — The firm tone, in which the 
laft words were fpoken , (truck Abeillard with 

furprife Your affertion , faidhe , is peremptory.; 

but I muft hear your reafons. — You (hall , faid 
flie ; and then proceeded. 

M "If you imagine this ftep will fo far fatisfy 
f c my uncle, as to appeafe his anger, Abeillard, . 
C4 you are deceived. I know him well, anH he is 

c< implacable If to fave my honor be your obje£l; 

a moll evidently you miftake the means* Is it by 

* difgracing you that I muft be exalted ? What 
a reproaches fbould I merit from the world , from 
cc the church, from the fchools of philofophy, were I 
tt to draw from them their brighteft ftar : and fliall 
a a woman dare to take to herfelf that man, Whom 
u nature meant to be the ornament and the bene* 
<c factor of the human race? No, Abeillard, I am 

* not yet fo fliamelefs. — Then reflect on the 

* ftate of matrimony itfelf : with its littleneffes and 

* its cares , how inconfiftent is it with the dignity 

* of a wife man! St. Paul earneftly diffuades from it? 
a fo do the faints ; fo do the philofophers of ancient 
u and modern times, Think on their admonitions* 
u and imitate their example, -** I will fuppofe yo^ 

, u engaged in this honorable wedlock. What an en* 

* viable affociation ; the philofopher and chamber» 

* maids, writing defts and cradles, books and diftaffflfe 

M Hift. Calanu H 4 



104 HISTORY OF THE LIVES OF 

BOOK a pens and fpindles! Intent on (peculation, when 

II, u the tniths of nature and religion are breaking on 

a your eye ; will you bear the fudden cry of 

* children, the lullaby of nurfes, or the turbulent 
u bufthng of diforderly fervants ? I fpeak not of 
a your delicacy which , at every turn , muft be 
<c difagreeably offended. In the houfes of the rich 
a thefe inconveniences , I own , can be avoided ; 
a with you and me , Abeillard , it muft be 
u otherwife. — In the ferious purfuits of wifdom , 
<c I am well aware, there is no time to lofe; 

/ u worldly occupations are inconfiftent with the 
tt ftate. Is philofophy only to have your vacant 
u hours? Believe me, as well totally withdraw 

* from literature , as attempt to proceed in the 
<c midft of avocations. Science admits no partici- 

* pation with the cares of life. View the fages of 
a the heathen world , view the philofophizing 
u fe&s among the Jews , and among us view the 
u real monks of the prefent d^ty. It was in retirement, 

, t ft in a total feclufion from noify folicitudes , that 

(*" thefe men pretended to give ear to the infpiring 
a voice of wifdom, — May I fpeak of fobriety 
tt and continence , Abeillard ? But it does not 
C€ become me to inftruft you. I know , however , 
cc how the fages , of whom I fpeak, did live. — 
C 4< You moreover are a churchman , bound to 
{ • feverer duties. Is it in wedlock you mean to 
.* pra&ife them? Will you rife from my fide to fing 
tt the holy praifes of the Lord ?— The prerogative of 
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* the church may perhaps weigh lightly with you ; BOOK 
w fupport then the chara&er of a philofopher : if ii« 

K you have no refpeft for holy things ; let common 

* decency check the intemperance of your defigns. 

* — Socrates, my Abeillard, was a married man; * 
« and the example of his life has been fet up as a 

u beacon, to warn his followers from the fatal 
€C rock. The feats of Xantippe are upon faithful 
c< record. The hidden feelings of my foul Ihall 
tt be open to you. Abeillard , it is in you only 
a that all my wiflies centre. I look for no wealth, 
ft no alliances, no provifion. I have no pleafure» 
u to gratify; no will to ferve but yours. In the 
a name of wife there may be fomething more holy, 
c< fomething more impofing : but I vow to heaven , 
a fliould Auguftus, mailer of the world, oifer me 
cc his hand in marriage, and fecure to me the \ 
a uninterrupted control of the univerfe , I would 
, a deem it more honorable to be called the miflrefs 
« of Abeillard, than the wife ofCaefar 'V 

During this addrefs, Abeillard was filent; but 
a conflift of paffions varying his countenance, 
marked their ftrong emotions. Heloifa fixed her 
eyes on his, and waited his reply. A paufe of fome 
moments enfued. — My honor is pledged to your 

uncle, faid he atlaft, and it muft be done If 

it muft , replied Heloifa with a figh that fpoke the 
pelu&ance of her foul, it muft: " But God grant, • 
* that the confequences of this fatal ftep be not 
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BOOK ct as painful , as the joys , which preceded it, hav« 
II. ^ been great 4 *! " 

Uttering thefe words , her eyes were railed 
towards heaven ; and from the folemn tone , with 
which they were delivered, it feemed, fays Abeillard, 
as if her mind prefaged fome difaftrous event. 
In this difcourfe ,~ which I have abridged, 
/ (indeed it is abridged in the original itfelf,) the 
/' reader will difcover the ftrong fenfe of Heloifa, 
together with her fenfibility and her peculiar turn 
j of character. Unprepared for the topic , fhe dif- 
\cufles it with infinite art , and is ready with 
Authorities , drawn from facred «aid profane 
niftory, to enforce her reafoning, — In the excefs 
of her love for Abeillard mull be fought for an 
'excufe, if any san be found, to juftify fome ideas, 
which, conformably with modern habits, will be 
deemed licentious. His honor which £he faw, 
would fuffer, and his promotion in the church , 
which matrimony would impede, preffed on her 
mind with fo mighty a weight , that whatever 
'perfonal confiderations could throw into thfe 
i oppofite fcale , appeared to her eyes lighter than 
jthe lighteft feather. — Abeillard , as I have 
elfewhere noticed, though a canon in the cathe- 
dral church of Paris , was not in holy orders, and 
confequentiLy was yet free to marry; but, by the 
discipline of the age ,lie muft then have furrender- 
ed his living f and with it all other profpe&s 

° Htft. Calam. 
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of church-preferment, — 4 * She complains- that , BOOK 
in his account of this interview , he had omitted to V n. 
record the greater part of the motives , by which 
flie was '* induced to prefer love to matrimony , 
a and liberty to chains. " She herfelf, however, 
fails not to fupply the deficiency,. The more flie 
facriliced herfelf and her reputation , the ftronger 
pretenfion fhe fliould have, fhe thought, to his 
regard ; and in a voluntary attachment fhe faw a 
ftronger tie of love , than the nuptial band. — 
The notions of the age were not , it is well known,/ 
fo fubfervient to legal rites , as ours are ; indeed , j 
they exifted not either fo numerous or fo obliga-/ 
toryj but I am far from pretending that, at any \ 
time perhaps , the romantic fpirit of Heloifa could \ 
have been confined to what, Ihe efteemed, the ) ^ 
vulgar rules of conduct. V I hold her not up as an 
example to call imitation , but I view her as a 
phenomenon, which has my admiration and my 
wonder. The comet , which wildly roves through 
the regions of fpace, is an object of more eager 
contemplation, than inferior bodies which , tied < 
in their fpheres , never fwerve from the fixed 
line of gravitation. * 

All things being fettled for their departure, and 
having committed the little boy to the care of his 
aunt Dionyfia , the lovers left Britany. Heloifa 
had felt the pang of reparation , in giving the laft 
Jtifs to her child ; and her prophetic mind viewec^ 

41 Ep. Hel. iV 
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BOOK in every ftep they took, a nearer approach to mi- 
.II. fery. But fhe knew when it was her duty to 
fubniit ; and having once fully exprefl'ed her 
fentiments , flie would no more give pain to 
Abeillard by the continuance of a wayward oppo- 
fition. — They arrived at Paris , as they had left 
it , in the filence of the nigHt ; for , that the prying 
eye of curiofity might not watch their a&ions , it 
was proper her return fhould be kept as fecret as 
poflible. Heloifa , with a heavy heart, went ilraight 
to her uncle's houfe; he to his own apartments, 
and the next day , as ufual, appeared in the 
fchools 4 \ 

They are In the courfe of a few days , the time was fixed 
for their marriage. Fulbert, whom experience had 
rendered fufpicious , was not willing to rifk any 
new adventures by unneceffary delays. It was 
propofed that the ceremony fhould be performed 
privately , in a neighbouring church , before break 
of day. To this the old man affented. A few 
friends to each party were afked to. be prefent 
The morning came , and the fatal knot was tied f \ 
They then feparated , each one retiring to his 
refpeftive home j nor did it feem , that the leaft 
fufpicion had been raifed. Abeillard made no 
change in his ufual form of life; he feldom vifited 
Heloifa, and never but in fome difguife , or in 
the moft fecret manner. 

#1 Hift. Calam. " Ibid. 
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When the difgrace , which had befallen the BOOK 
canon's family, began publicly to be talked of; II- 
and it was known, or at leaft, conjediured, that 
a private marriage had taken place : officious 
friends foon interfered, who reprefented to the 
old man that, to retrieve the honor of his niece, 
and to fave that of himlelf and his houfe , it was 
abfolutely neceffary it ihould be made public. 
Filbert declared the promife he had made to 
Ab^illard. Such ft promife , faid they , is futile : 
to friake fome reparation for the injury he had 
done her and her family , he marries Heloifa ; and 
this marriage mull be kept fecret ! — Fulbert was 
roufed by the argument; the recolle&ion of pall 
injuries ftruck forcibly on his heart, and he told 
his friends , that their advice ihould be followed. 
His fervants received orders to divulge the marri- 
age ; he himfelf declared it in all companies ; and 
lis friends were as induftrious to propagate the 
tale 44 . 

The rapid flight of rumor has been celebrated ( 
by poets, and fads , to. the experience almoft of 
every man , have proved , that there is no exagge^) 
ration in their defcriptions. The news of the 
marriage was, in an inftant, carried into every 
houfe in Paris. Much was faid of the. good fortune, 
which attended Heloifa : while fome fpoke of her 
high deferts , and others , with a malignant iigni^ 
ficancy , Hinted at the circumftance which had 

" Hilt Caianv 
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BOOK procured her the honor of the nuptial \Vreath * * 

II. The fate of the philolopher was not fo gently 

treated : they lamented his lofs of honor , and the 

furrender of dignities and preferment , which 

> muft neceffarily enfue. When the crofier and 

) glittering mitre courted his acceptance , he had 

(laid his hand on the diftaff , they obferved. 

4 Heloifa appeared in public : fhe was noticed 

with unufual curiofity ; her friends crowded round 

her to compliment her , on hei; new dignity; 

and general gratulation founded in fyer ears. She 

was thunderflruck , but not difconcerted. The 

forebodings of her mind had told her to be 

prepared for the event. With a compofed 

countenance, therefore , fhe expreffed her utter 

ignorance of what was meant ; laughed at the 

abfurd ftory, when it was more diftinftly repeated 

to her ; and when circumftances were urged to give 

it additional force, with the mod folemn affeve- 

rations fhe declared , that it was an impudent 

/■ falfhood 4 *. — The reader who has confidered the 

unexampled fenfibility, which Heloifa has mani- 

fefted for the honor of her hufband, will not be 

\ furprifed at thijs new trait of her difinterefted 

magnanimity.^ In the fchool of morality a feverer 

judgment will be pafled/ 

The firm but naif manner , in which Heloifa 
denied her marriage, convinced many that Fulbeft, 
from views known to himfelf , had impofed a falfe 
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report on the public. There could be no motive, B O 1 
they thought, to induce his niece to deny a faft, II» 
Which if true, would bring' honor and happinefs 
with it. — Befides , when they refle&ed , how 
brilliant was the profpeft which lay open to 
Abeillard, of rifing to the firft dignities in the 
church , it did not feem probable , he would make 
a facrififce of the whole to the charms of Heloifa. 
When the beauties of Paris laid their garlands at 
his feet, would he take up the chains of wedlock, 
expofmg himfelf to the ridicule of the world , and 
to the anxious cares of life ? — Abeillard , by his 
behaviour , ftill convinced them more , that he 
Was *iot a married man. He had refumed , with 
frefh ardor , his wonted ,courfe of ftudies ; he 
delivered his. leftures with uncommon ptfrfpicuity 
and powers ; he opened new and unexplored 
queftions for further difcuflion; and his hearers, 
as they were more than ever captivated by his 
eloquence, rejoiced in the return of his former 
vigor, and that philofophy had at laft triumphed ' 

over the allurements of a woman 47 . 

Fulbert , perceiving that his endeavours to 
divulge the marriage , were fo artfully countera&ed 
by his niece, as to be almoft wholly fruftrated, 
was extremely irritated. He charged her with 
ingratitude, with infenfibility to her own honor 
and to that of her family, and with a depravity 
cf humor , which , in fpite of the ftrongeft motives, 

" Vied'AbeiL 
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BOOK induced her to prefer falfliood to truth.— 
II. Heloifa juftified her conduft with great firmnefsj 
flie reminded her uncle of the folemn promife he 
had made to Abeillard not to publilh the mar- 
riage;, and flie urged, with the mod emphatic 
eloquence, the reputation of her hufband, as a 
motive which, in her mind, mull outweigh every 
other confideration. 4i Accuie me not, faidlhe, 
* of ingratitude : I feel all the duties which bind 
N « me to you ; but Abeillard is my hufband." — 
The argument was not of a nature to imprefs the 
callous heart of age ; the honor of family was 
uppermoft, and the wound he had received was 
not yet healed 4 ** 

Heloifa was filent : why remonftrate with a 
man, it was not poflible to convince? But her 
life became daily more irkfbme. Fulbert perfifted 
to reproach her, and to reproaches added ill-ufage. 
All this fhe bore with a becoming refolutioh : but 
fufpecling this perfecution might at laft end in i 
what flie dreaded moll, the pofitive exclufion of 
Abeillard from her company , fhe acquainted him 
of \her fituation , and of the fears which came 
neareft to her heart Inftantly he refolved to remove 
her from her uncle's houfe 4# . 

He conveys Argenteuil, fituated in the neighbourhood of 

her to Arjen- p ar k ^ was then an abbey of Benedi&ine nuns. 

* Here Heloifa had been educated , and here fte 

had imbibed all thofe elements of learning ; which, 

4f Hift. Calam. 4f Ibid. at 
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at this time^ made her the'firft'Kteipary fcfiara&etf BbOK 
in the female world. Abeillard judged properly ^ Hi 
that this would be the heft retirement for hi$ wife : 
it would refciie her frorh thef hands of Fulbeftj 
it would afford her a pleafing fociety ; and it 
might, polRbly, riiofre than any thing contribute . 
to filence the report of ''their marriage; -*— He 
informed tbe aibbefs of htl iriferitidn, anii 'i*equeft* 
ed flie would have a nun*s habit in readiriefs, as 
it Was his wifh , that Heloifa fhotild appear iii the- 
common drefs of the convent. Without difficulty 
his petition was granted : thfc holy fifterhood Would 
be charmed j once more Wfad Withiiv the Walls of 
Argenteuil , the loVely penfibner , who had done 
fo much honor to 'their houfe: her engag'tog man- 
ners Ttere yet warm on their recolfe&ion; ' — 
Abeillard therefore j again prote&ed by the fhade* 
of night , removed his deif-treafure, arid ><ftnfigned 
it fafely to the cioifter of Aifgehteuil **J : ' 

' Sdme Weeks , it appears, had ela£fed, before 
Fulbert could clifcover hdW hi& niece hstd been 
difpbfed of. Information , at laft j was broitght him ^ 
Where fhe Was ; that fee had been conveyed away 
by Abeillard; and that, by his command $ fee had 
pfdt on the habit of a ilun. Appearances were 
ftrong , and oil them the old man refted his . 
conje&utes. — Was a convent, thought he, the 
only place to Which he could have taken hi* wife* 

** Hift! Calam. 
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BOOK had he beeji determined to remove her ? or if a 
lh convent pleafed him heft, why was the drefs alfo 
of .a nun tp be chofen ? She. might have remained 
there in the common habit of the world. — The 
fuggeftions of his friends ferved to corroborate his 
fufpicions. They were unanimoufly of opinion that, 
' Abeillard , finding it; impoffible to keep his marriage 
fecret,. had. refolved *t once to rid himfelf of the 
incumbrance, and th4t his defign was to, devote to 
God what he could, not retain > confiftently with 
his reputation and future proipefts. To attempt 
forcibly to. drag Hejqifa from the cloifler, would 
be., they knew, an aftjof faprilege; the laws, they 
knew, would give, them ijo redrefsj other means 
of vengeance were therefore to be proje&ed. 

Abeillard K though confcious of the uprightnefs 
of. his defigns, viewed» with pain, the maze of 
difficulties,; in .which lie wa* involved : often did 
he wilh that he had followed the advice of Heloifa ; 
but now it was» too late. With «a trembling eye 
he looked forward to futurity, but thqre no gleam 
was discoverable, which might feem to portend 
a fortunate iffue to his troubles. _ Sometimes he 
vifited Heloifa at her convent , but always in the 
greateft. privacy ". — I will not pretend that he 
never indulged the, thought that, tired perhaps by 
anxiety, to which there was no end, or from the 
love fhe bore him, Heloifa might propofe, as the 
only way to end all troubles, to confecrate herfelf 

,f Ep. Abcil. j». 
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to religion. — He would hever compel her to fo BOOK 
fevere a choice; but fliould lhe herfelf firft fuggeft IL 
it , it would not become him to oppofe her holy 
purpofe. Liberty and independence would be again 
in his pofleffion; and he might reach from for- 
tune's wheel 'to the proudeft objects of his ambition. 
The fight of his fair nun would , I know , difpel 
this airy caftle ; but when the gay hour was over, 
and refle&ion returned, his imagination would 
rebuild it perhaps in gaudier colors. 

Fulbert , in the mean while 5 often met his Mbm's re 
friends. His cheek was wan with anger , and a' ****** 
fullen melancholy fat upon his brow. Various 
fch ernes of vengeance were propofed : fome they 
rejefted as impracticable, fome as too dangerous, 
and others as inadequate to the intuiting crime 
of their enemy. It was at laft hinted , that there 
was a punifhment, which would fully fatisfy 
every defire that revenge itfelf could harbour; 
which would carry pain and irifamy along with it j 
which would make the fufferer an obje& of gene* 
ral ridicule; and which would moft effe&usliy check 
his career towards further dignities and church* 
preferments. The idea was inftantly adopted. 

But even this projeft, when coolly considered; 
might be attended with fome danger, and with 
many difficulties. Abeillard had innumerable 
friends, and his houfe was ever under the guard 
of fervants. The confpirators however were not of • 
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1 ft-O: O- K - a humbr to be intimidated from their purpofe by 
ll k any ordinary concurrence of obftacles. It was 
agreed that an attempt ihould be made to corrupt 
one of his fervants : this effected , what elfe could 
fruftrate their fcheme? The fervant, by a fum of 
money, was eafily feduced, and the plan of opera- 
tion was detefmihed *\ ^ 
. In the filence of the next night the confpirators 
afiemble; they are five in number ; they proceed 
to the houfe, of Abeillard ; the door is opened by 
the fervant; he condu&s them to the apartment 
of his mafter ; Abeiljard is in a profound fleep ; 
they^ fjrize the unfortunate man ; all refiftance is 
vain — and the horrid deed is perpetrated".— 
r While the bufmefs, I have defcribed, engaged 
all the attention of the Parifians , nothing vely 
interefting occurred in the affairs 6f Europe. To 
the tumultuary jfcenes which clofed the century, 
had fucceeded a folemn paufe» It was an effe£l 
in the common order of things* The crufaders 
were» returned; and the ftory of their. adventures 
would fupply ample matter for general entertain- 
ment ; .They themfelves would be difpofed to reft 
from their labors, to enjoy the admiration of their 
fellow-citizens, and having expiated their former 
crimes , open a new career of extravagance and 
vice. But the calm , as the minds of men were 
then circumftanced , could not long continue, 

Pafcai ii. Pafcal the fecond was pope of Rome. He was 
pope of * ■ 

Some. „ jj^ C(dam< „ IbiA 
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a man of virtue and abilities , and Gregory the BOOK 
feventh had been his friend. The grand fcheme II. 
of ecclefiaftical monarchy , which Gregory and 
his immediate fucceflbr Urban had formed , and 
begun to realize, was purfued by Pafcal. With 
their fchemes, he alfo engaged in their quarrels. . 
Henry , the German emperor j whom the thunden 
of the Vatican had not fubdued, was ftill living, 
nor was he difpofed to recede from his pretenfions. 
Again he was excommunicated, again the prince* 
of Chriftendom were calM upon to crufh the 
proud enemy of the church, and his fon Henry 
was inftigated to lay his hand on his father's crown. 
The blow proved fatal. Unable to oppofe the 
powerful confederacy Henry refigned the empire 
to his fon : he was then thrown into prifon , but 
efcaping, he affembled a fmall army , which. wa$ 
defeated. The old man was reduced to extreme 
diftrefs; without a friend, he wandered from place 
to place, and fearing to perifh by hunger, he 
entreated the bifliop of Spire to grant him a lay- 
prebend in hi» church. * v I have ftudied , faid 
a he, and have learned to fihg, and therefore 
<c may be of fome fervice to you." His requeft 
was denied. He did not long furvive this event. 
For fifty years his head had worn the diadem 5 \ 

Though his fucceffor Henry the fifth owed hi* 
crown , in a great meafure , to the intrigues, of 

" Fleury, vol. xiv. Nat. AUx. fee. xif. 
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.BOOK Home 5 yet was he not for this more fubfervient to 
j I. her mandates. He fupported the fame quarrel 
about the right of inveftitures , made Pafcal pri- 
foner,.and extorted from him a conceffion of the 
great point , which had been fo long in litigation. 
The pufillanimous conduft of the pontiff raifed a 
general murmur: he called a council at Rome, to 
juftify his proceedings, and to exculpate himfelf 
from the crime of herefy , with which his adver- 
faries hid charged him. But the council proceeded 
to cenfure what he had done , and they folemnly 
annulled the writing, whereby he had granted the 
right of inveftiture to Henry. Pafcal confeffed his 
fault; though what he had done, he faid, was 
done by compulfion, to refcue himfelf ayd his 
people from the ruin which threatened them. He 
then fubmitted himfelf to the arbitration of the 
fynod, offering to refign the tiara, which he was 
no longer worthy to wear. His demiflion was not 
accepted ". % ' 

An inveftiture, concerning which fo much is 
feid in the hiftories of thefe times , is a fplemn a£t, 
by which the pofleffion of lands and honors, 
belonging to epifcopal fees, was conferred on the 
perfons ; who were canonically chofen to fill them. 
Temporal fovereigns pretended to the right of 
inveftiture. It was iron* them that the church 
derived her riches , and among her extenfive 
poffeflions were many feudatory tenures^ which 

" Fleury, vol. xiv. Nat, Alex. faec. xii. 
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naturally remained liable to the common condi- BOOK 
tions of fiefs. Thefe were called regalia. It was II. 
afferted that, agreeably to general maxims, no 
one (hould enter on the poffeflion of fuch lands 
or honors, without the confent of the prince. — ■ 
After due homage had been made, and-an oath 
of allegiance taken , he granted this poffeflion by 
putting an instrument , fuch as the paftoral ftaff , 
or the fceptre, into the hand of the candidate. 
In all this there feemed to be no infringement of 
ecclefiaftical privileges, as it was not pretended 
that the prince could grant fpiritual or canonical 
jurifdi&ion. This was left to the church. How- 
ever , as the crofier and ring , which the prince 
ufed , on thefe occafions , were thought to fignify 
ecclefiaftical power, it was maintained that the 
ceremony was an usurpation of facred things, 
which belonged not to him". — It muft, indeed, 
be owned, that great abufes were the confequence 
of thefe lay-inveftitures. Princes interfered in the 
elections of bHhops , fo far as to deftroy their 
freedom; they kept the fees vacant, under pre- 
tence , that perfons were chofen , who were not 
agreeable to them ; they appointed their favorites,, 
men too often unworthy of the important charge* 
to fill them, and fometimes, by a fimoniacal difpo* 
fal , they gave them to thofe who offered moll, 
Againft this undue ftretch of power , the worthy 
paftors of the church oppofed all their zeal; an& 

*• Nat. Alex. ibid. I i 
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BOOK had this . fpiely been the conteft between them 
JI, fk}}d princes , the approbation of all thinking 
chriftians would have gone "with the former. 

Unfortunately both parties were jealous of each 
Other , : and this jealoufy blinded their judgments. 

.They would not diftinguifh between things that, 
' in themfelves , were totally difparate. The temporal 
power apprehended > that it was the wifli of the 
churchmen abfqlutely to withdraw themfelves and 
their pofleffions from all earthly control; for which 
apprehenfipn , clearly , there were too ftrong 
ground?: while, on their fide, the church-rulers 
^vere not lefs fearful , that the prince aimed to 
surrogate the whole of their concerns to himfelf, 
to enfl^ye their minifters , to ufurp their poffeflipn*, 
?.r\d to control their elections. Nor wa? this dread 
lefs founded than the other. 

In jio part of Chriftendom , was this contro- 

. verfy agitated with greater heat, than qi England. 
It was the difpute, which fo long divided Henry 
the firft and his archbifhop Ajifelm. This worthy 
and learned prelate had adopted the, new defines 
of the times, in which he was ftrenuoufly fup- 
ported by P^fcal, Henry pretended to the ufe qf 
po power that had not been exercifipd by all his 

.predeceffors S7 \ but this power had been abufed. 
The court of Rome not fatisfied with attacking the 
ftbufe , aimed at the fubverfion of the principle. 
They wqu}d npt allow that the inveftityre pf churcfy- 

" Nat. Alex. ibid. 
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honors fhould be given by a lay - hand whatever pOOK 
declarations might be made , that nothing fpiritua} If. 
was intended. 

When the chara&ers of thefe three great men f 
Henry , Pafcal , and Anfelm , are confidered , it 
is matter pf furprife that their " differences could 
ever be terminated. The inflexibility of Henry * 
was remarkable,, *nd he had with him the general 
fuffrages pf his nobles and bifliops : befides , th§ 
rights he fuppprted , were the ancient rights of 
his crown. Pafcal and Anfelm were not made 
pf fofter materials , and it feejned to them , they 
were defending the facred ajid unalienable pri- 
vileges of God and his church. — On both 
fides , I difcover the moft upright motives , 
grounded on principles pf equity and conference. 
— Pafcal at lepgth gave way ; though conceffipns 
were aifo made by the advprfe party. It was 
agreed , that the king , in future , fhould grant 
, inveftitures , but without delivering the ring or 
£rofier ; for on thefe implements , in fa£l , hinged 
the grand difficulty. Pafcal , in a letter to the 
archbifhop , thus expreffes himfelf. u It is true f 
<c I am difpofed to make concefliom to the king , 

* that he may kiiow the fincerity pf my heart. If 
" you fee your neighbour fallen to th$ ground, 

* can it be faid you are in earneft to relieve him, 

* unlefs while you ftretch out your hand, you 
P alfp bend your bp^ly to\yards him ? Tp give 
ft effe&ual afliftanpe we muft ftpop j nor i* the 
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book c attitude difgracefiil f V* They are the fentimentt 
II. of a great mind. 

Thus jvas the power of the church every day 
growing to an immenfe magnitude : it was the foul 
which gave animation to the political defigns of 
Europe. — From this period we may trace its 
progrefs , its alternate ebbs and flows , as circum- 
ftances direded. When it fell into the hands of 
able and enterprifing men , no force was flrong 
enough to refift it; becaufe, on thefe occafions, 
befides its own "weight , it had the fupport of 
thofe princes , whofe intereft it was to give it 
efficacy. In the hands of weak or ignorant rulers , 
its influence fell , in a fimilar proportion. — 
Much evil, I am ready to allow, often proceeded 
from this great ftretch of power ; but alfo , very 
often, did it produce great good. Could they 
both be weighed in an equal balance, I fear not 
to declare , that the good would often preponderate. 
The popes , I know, were often men of ambition, 
and in their defigns often not actuated by the true 
principles of religion ; but alfo , Tar the greateft 
part of them were confpicuous for their abilities 
and h ; gh moral virtues : they were the firft men 
of the age. In fuch hands place an unlimited 
power , and the confequences muft prove favorable 
to the general interefts of human kind. Every 
motive , which has influence on man , was in 
play to urge them to virtuous and laudable 

" Nat» Alex. ibid, f lcwry , vol. xiy. 
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undertakings. Even their own honor was concerned : 2O0t 
for a profligate pontiff was in no eftimation: and 11. 
wherein could their ambition feel a greater 
indulgence , than in fchemes which tended to 
the fuppreflion of vice and the fpread of virtue? 
Here alfo fuccefs contributed to ftrengthen the 
power which produced it. In the twelfth century , * 
take from Rom? the vaft influence of the tiara , 
and the condition of Europe , I think , will appear 
to be greatly more deplorable than it was. It 
was the great engine which , in the ordinary courfe 
of providence , was deemed neceffaiy to conduct 
the bufinefs of the chriftian world. As circum- 
ftances altejred , it ceafed to be fo , and it gradually 
dwindled down to what , at this day, it is. In 
fome future revolution of things, Rome may again 
rife to its former altitude, and be once more 
the controuling power of Europe» 

In France , Philip the firft was dead , and his France an* 
fon , Lewis the fixth , had fucceeded to the E ° 8land# 
-throne. Scenes of internal war and difcord ftill 
continued. Circumfcrib^d , indeed, as the royal 
domain then was , they were unavoidable. The 
proud vaffals , fome of them able to bring more 
men into the field , than their prince , little 
regarded his authority , when their tefty humor 
was irritated. But after the couqueft of England 
by a Norman prince, the French king was every 
day expofed to more ferious attacks. The Duke of 
Normandy was his vaflal , but alfo he was king of 
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BOOK England , and as f'uch independent on him. Mutual 
jj jealoufy and reafons of ftate could not long want 
fiibjefts of contention ; befid^s , the difcontented 
jnen of both kingdqms were ever prepared to 
uncover the embers, and to blow the fmalleft 
fpark into a flame ,f . 

The vanity of an Englifhman might be flattered 
in the poffeffion of a territory , which led him 
almoft to the gates of Paris ; but when the evils 
are viewed, which, from this circumftance , fo 
long defolated both countries ,' furely it mult be 
cjeemed a happy event , that we no longer poffefi 
a fingle acre of Jand upon that hoftile Ihore. 

I mentioned the difpute about inveftitures , which 
was a very principal concern , at this time , in 
the affairs of England, What elfe engaged the 
monarch's attention was , the ftrengthening of hi* 
kingdom at home, and' the eftablifliment of hi* 
power in Normandy. As Robert, hLs elder brother, 
the hero who had done wonders before the wall» 
of Jerufalem , was rightful heir tp both countries , 
it required no fmall addrefs to retain the poffeffion 
of his ufurped dominions. Robert , befides , was 
the courtier's , the foldier's , and the churchman's 
friend. But the good fortune of the Englilh 
monarch prevailed ; for Henry was the wifeft 
man , as flout a warrior , and the greateft politician 
pf the age , in which he lived. — The melancholy 

Hume) Daniel. , 
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iiory of the lives of Robert and his fon William T book 
to which may be added that of Edgar Atheling, II. 
the friend of Robert and his partner in affliction f 
is well known to the Englilh reader. 

In looking round for other obje&s of fele&ion, 
I 'find little elfe in the political ftate of Europe. 
But the church is ever a fertile repofitory: here 
the hiftorian, whatever be his character, philoso- 
phical or religious, can never want materials* * 

EntAuJiafm, as the reader has already feen , was- Reiigiout or. y 
a great feature in the character of the times ; for * r,t 
mankind was then ignorant and unoccupied. In 
this ftate the mind falls back on itfelf , %nd finding 
nothing there which may engage its attention , it 
becomes always uneafy ,• and fometimes even 
weary of exiftence. External impreflions are then 
moft forcible, becaufe the thoughts are unengaged ; 
and they are moft pleafing, becaufe they diffipate 
the torpid apathy, from which proceeds the 
mifery juft mentioned. But only ftrong imprefliontf 
can generate this e%&. Human nature, in a ftate f 
of incultivation , knows nothing of the finer 
feelings ; the fibres , on the motion of which 
thefe depend, have never learned to play. Thus, 
in favage life , only war and the dangerous fporte 
of the field are purfued with ardor. — The 
obfervation applies to the twelfth century. The 
trumpet founded to arms , and we faw whole 
provinces at once in motion j at other times 4 



12& HISTORY OF THE UVES OF 

BOOH quarrels , irivafions , ftirmiflies at home , could 
II. . afford them an agreeable relaxation. 

, But as, in different men, different are the cha- 
racters , owing to difference 6f organization , or 
climate, or (education , fo would not all be equally 
affe&ed by the fame agent. The voice or example 
of a man, deemed to be infpired from heaven; 
or the awful . denunciations of God agaitift finners; 
or the horror itfelf, which certain minds, call 
in a better mould, are apt to feel at the view of 
enormous crimes: thefe impreflions, refpe&ively, 
would produce their effe&s; and it appears that 
multitudes, at this time, were difpofed to receive 
them. Whenever it happened , a proportionate 
enthufiafm would be raifed on the mind ; and 
this it was that , in a philofophical light at leafl, 
called fo many into the cloifters , which , were 
now opened in various parts of the Weftern world. 
It is falfly imagined, that the monaftic life was 
then a ftate of indolence or ina&ion , and confe- 
quently not calculated to generate the pleafing 
fenfations , I defcribed. In itfelf , abftra&edly 
confidered , it was not full of energy ; but I have 
obferved , that it often opened the paths to honor 
and preferment. Ambition would then be roufed, 
and look ardently towards the objeft of its wifhes; 
whilft the milder emotions, which religion and the 
exercife of the feverer virtues, would excite in 
others » could not fail to produce the happiefl 
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«ffe&s. — The founders of thefe religious inftitutes " jb O O * 
if we view them with a candid eye , will be found ju. 
to have been men of exalted virtue : they feemed | 

to be a new clafs of mortals, and to breathe from 
, infpiration ; and it was thought , fometimes , 
perhaps , from an irritated imagination which 
blinded die judgment, or from ignorance of the 
powers of nature > of really becaufe heaven , itft 
compaffion to a wicked generation > judged it 
expedient to fpeak to them in wonders; that they 
poffeffed the marvellous gift of working miracle* 
It may eafily be conje&ured , how powerful 
would be the effe& of fuch confiderations. Who 
would not wifh to be the difciples $f thefe favored 
fons of heaven? By fome it would be expe&ed 
that a portion, perhaps* of the fame fpirit would 
defcend upon them alfo , that they fhould be 
great, admired by men, and beloved of God; 
while others r more rationally difpofed , in a 
nearer approach to their perfons , would admire 
their virtues, and flrive to imitate their example^ 
The monaflic or eremitical life was of verfr 
ancient date* It did not feem to men , endowed 
with warm, imaginations, that our Saviour and hi$ 
difciples had fufficiently departed from the common 
maxims and ways of fociety. So at leaft , in theft 
degenerate days, we are fometimes difpofed t& 
think of them. They fancied there were paths* 
which would lead them nearer to the high perfeftion 
of angels; and thefe paths they refolved to tread. 
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BOOK This it was that, in the firft ages > filled the defarts 
II» of the Eaft. No one would conteft their habitations 
with them; and they earned their bread in the 
fweat of their brows, accompanying their labort 
with continual prayer. The defigns of fuch men 
mull have been meritorious , and in their lives 
there was perfection ; but they muft not be judged 
by any common rule. Man is a focial being, and 
there are duties, by which i in the ordinary 
courfe of providence, we feem to be bound to 
one another. The fail appears almoft incredibk 5 
but we are told that , at the end of the fourth 
century, the defarts alone of Egypt contained 
iiearly eighty thoufand hermits *\ - The motives 
Which led them thither were, I am ready to believe, 
founded on mifconceptions of duty ; but the indul- 
gence of paflion Could poffibly have had no influence* 
When we feek gratification, it will hardly be among 
burning fands and the howlings of wilcl beafts. 
This extraordinary love of folitude gradually 
fpread from the Eaft into the Wefterft continent. 
But as all paffions partake * more or lefs , of the 
nature of the foil or climate, where they arife, of 
into which they are tranfplanted, the European con* 
fiitution was found inadequate to the lofty flights of 
, the Egyptian and Afiatic hermits. — In 53o St. Ben- 
liet inftituted his order in Italy, the primitive 
forms of which have no pretentions to the auftere 



" JUury , difc. 8. 
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difcipline , that diftinguifhed the monks , I have 9009: 
mentioned* In the lapfe , however , of a few {I* 
centuries , even the difciples of Bejmet fell from 
the perfection of their institute. Such is the 
nature of all human eflabliflimentfc : and toward* 
the beginning of the tenth century , by the 
incurfions of barbarous nations and the general 
hoftilities of the times , which ruined monafteries 
and overturned churches, the monaflic rule waar 
nearly extinguished in the Weftern church ?\ 

Now it was , that the famous infiitute of ctogn* 
Glugny , in France , rofe from the aflies of the 
; Benedi&in rule* A fuccefiion of abbots, famed 
for fan&ity and fcience j gave celebrity to the new 
observance. Its hdufes multiplied over the continent» 
of Europe j men of the higheft rank and of thp 
moft brilliant talents j were proud to be feen in 
the drefs of Glugny ; and it became the great 
feminary + from which Rome drew its moft 
eminent pontiffs , and the church its worthieft 
minifters. But even the monks *of Glugny were 
men : riches flowed into their monafteries y and 
the evils , confequent on riches , came along 
with them. In twro hundred years from it» 
foundation , Xllugny fank into obfcurity. Peter 
the venerable, who died in n56, was the laft 
abbot, whom hiftory records with praifes. 

" Fleury, difc. g. 
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10DI At this time alfo , St Bruno militated his 
II. Carthufians. He was a man of letjers j and of 

The char, great repute in the churches of France. Difgufted 
of the world , and naturally of a gloomy difpofition , 
he affociated to himfelf a few companions, and 
with thefe retired to the dreadful folitudes in 
the neighbourhood of Grenoble. The man who 
has feen this fequeftered region, even in its more 
hofpitable ftate , may form fome conception of 
the mind of Bruno. The horrors of the place 
were congenial with his foul : here , he thought , 
the divinity loved to dwell t and that , in the 
howlings of the wildernefs , he fhould more 
«liftin&ly hear his voice. To the aufterities , with 
which nature clothed every objeft round him , he 
added whatever imagination could fuggeft , painful , 
macerating , and oppreffive , in filence , abftemiouf- 
nefs, and penury. The inhabitants of the 
Ghartreufe, fo was their dwelling called, forbad 
themfelves the poor comforts of their own fociety; 
and the few wanderers , whom curiofity might 
lead to them , were refufed admiflion to their 
huts. Women were *not allowed to put a foot 
uppn the ground , which the pious folitaries 
called their enclofure ; and Hugo , bifhop of 
Grenoble , to whom the wildernefs belonged, 
forbad the fiflierman to approach their brooks, 
and the huntfman to difturb their filence with 
his horn : the animals of the foreft might not 
browfe on their herbage. Every cheering objeft 
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was to be removed from this fcene of prayer and rOO| 
penitence* 1 . — Bruno died in 1101. Ij* 

Though this imperfeft Iketch of the Carthufian 
inftitiite may not feem inviting, yet fo ftrong ii 
the fympathy between certain minds and every 
thing Which fliould feem horrible in nature and 
religion , that , in a fliort time , Hot only the 
Chartreufe was crowded with inhabitants , but 
SVen the order quickly branched out into all the 
kingdoms of Europe. The fituations of* their 
convents could not tefemble the Grenoble wilder- 
fiefs, but the discipline and internal economy were 
every where alike. For feven hundred years has 
this order now continued , and what is extraor-? 
dinary , it has departed lefs from its primitive 
aufterity $ than any other moftaftic inftitute u} 
the chriftian church* 

It is not the philofopher or the politician, who 
Will be called ppon to give his fan&ion to fuch 
extraordinary eftabliihments : but to the infinite 
Variety of chara&er , which marks the human race* 
it feems, all poffible modes of life fliould he 
permitted, whereby content and happinefs can 
be procured. Man is a free agent , and may chufe 
for himfelf : there is tyranny in the contrary 
doctrine. 

At this period, while Bruno and his difciples, Fontevraud. 
Jn the horrid retirement of Pauphine declared 

" Floury, vol *|ii, 
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BOOK war againft themfelves and the allurements of the 
II. world, Robert d'Arbriffelles , in the milder climate 
of Touraine , fupported the fame conflift , but in 
circumftances ftill more extraordinary. He alfo 
was a man of letters , and had rendered himfelf 
ferviceable in the church. He prayed much , failed 
much , watched mucli , and over his fkin he wore 
a coat of mail. His zeal againftthe fafhionable vices 
of the age was flagrant , fimony , ecclefiaftical con- 
cubinage , and every fpecies of oppreflion oil the 
poor and on the church. Robert had enemies $ he 
therefore quitted the world x and withdrew to 
the woods. 

Pope Urban being at Angers , the capital of 
Anjou, in 1096, was told of the pious folitary, 
and of his abilities: he wiflied to hear him preach. 
Robert attended , and acquitted himfelf fo well 
before a numerous affembly of people, that the 
pontift , on the fpot , granted him an unlimited 
commiflion to preach, wherefoever fancy might 
lead him. ArbrifTelles's fancy was not eafily con- 
fined : he ranged into the neighbouring provinces ; 
multitudes crowded to hear him, and his fuccefs 
was wonderful. For ten years he led this unset- 
tled life. 

Robert was , at laft , made fenfible , that great 
abufes were the confequence of this promifcuous 
affemblage of men and women. Having no fixed 
habitation , they wandered with their mafter , and 
where night found them , there they repofed. 
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Robert was of a more focial turn than the holy Boot 
Solitary of Grenoble: he held out his Hand to the U % 
moft profligate finners , and women , of all descrip- 
tions, were fure to find an afylum near him. His 
friends expoftiilated very feverely with him ; they 
charged him with too eafy a familiarity ; they 
condemned his unfettled way of life? and they 
ridiculed his long beard, his naked feet, and his 
grotefque apparel. Robert looked round for an 
habitation, and he found one. ; 

It was awildernefe, called Fontevraud, on the 
confines of Poitou. Inhabited by wild beafts^ 
and in that ftkte of incultivation , which nature, 
in her luxuriant fancies, loves to form, it was of 
no value to its proprietors. They gave it toUobert; 
and here he fettled his numerous family. To 
protect themfelves from the inclemencies of the 
air, they built huts. Robert then feparated the 
mien from the women. To the men he prescri- 
bed hard labor , and , at ftated times , called 
them to fing pfalms or to pray: the women he 
confined to their cabins , and he turned the key 
upon them. For fome time , they lived in great 
indigence, fupported only by the wild roots of 
the wildernefs, and the water of the brook, or 
by the uncertain contributions of the neighbour- 
hood. The profpeft foon cleared: very confiderable 
donations in land were made to them j and the 
defart of Fontevraud began to fmile. 

K3 
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lOOK In 1 1 16, ten years after Its fouritiation? Fo»tfwaa4 

itt was in a flourishing 'lipte. Kings and the nobles 

of the land had heaped thfcir riches round it. Th« 

ftumber of religious of both taxes , exceeded thre* 

thoufand It was a whimQcad idea of their founde* 

to fubjeft the men to the women. He had read uj 
the gofpels : , that John , the> beloved difciple of 
his mailer , had been ordered by him to adopt 
the virgin Mary for his mother. This was an exam- 
ple to be followed: the holy women ofFontevraauJ 
Were to h^vexhe privilege of mothers ; *nd it Should 
be the duty of their fons to ferve them > ajid t# 
pbey them, Robert drawing near to his end, 
affembled the male part of hi* community, and 
laid : " My children , is it yojur intuition to perfe* 
a vere in the holy resolution you have made, and 

* to obey the handmaids of our Lord, whom} 

* have ordained to govern all the houfes of my 

* order?" They anfwered, unaHimoufly , that 
fuch was their intention. He then chofe for their 
fuperior , Petronilla de Graon, a, noble widow, and 
fpon after expired". 

*' Fleury> vol. iiv. Nat. Alex. fasc. xii. 
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B OO K III. 

f)ijlrefs of Abeillard — Heloifa hears the news — 
Hard fate of ' Fulbert — Abeillard propofes t<* 
Heloifa to quit the world — She is profejfed a nun — . 
Abeillard becomes a monk at St. Denys — He re* 
fumes his lettures — Is cited before the council of 
SoiJJons — Is confined at St. Medard — Returns ta 
St. Denys — . Efcapes in t/te night. — Reflections. 

Anno, 1119. 

IjNCHEERINGwas the fun which rofe to BOOK 
Abeillard. — His fervants; wakened by the noife, HI» 
and the cries of their mailer , had run in to hi* 
affiftance , and procured him the help, his melan-* 
choly fituation called for. The neighbourhood 
was alarmed ; but the affaffins had efcaped, TAsk 
defired to be left alone. 
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B 6 k Now it was , thaf a thoufand diftrefljng thoughts 
III. rufl*ed into his mmd. — He that had been the 
Diftref* of *^ol °^ admiration , was become an obje£l of fcorn 
Aiiiiiard. and ridicule] — tje flipujd be pointed ^t in the 
Ilreets ; every tongue , and the eye of every be? 
holder, would fay; there goes Abeillard! — How 
wpuld his». enemies exult in |ii$ fall; and even from 
his friends , he could only look for pity ! Was pity 
at laft the enviable reward, that was to crown all 
his glory ! — There \yas ^n end of literary fame ; an 
end of philofophy ; an end of every purfuit which 
was de^r tp hig ambition. — Should he again far$ 
to enter the fchools — - but the jeering looks of 
the yQjiijg men would be an eternal bar to the 
attempt. — Yet how much , thought he , had he 
merited this humiliation : and how equitable were 
the judgments of heaven! He had bafely betrayed 
the man, who had confided in him ; and now treach- 
ery was returned for treachery \ — He paufed; 
but no thought would arife , from which to draw 
the fmalleft gleam of comfort: nor does he fay, in 
this tumultuary crowd of reflections , that his 
mind even once turned from itfelf to Heloifa. 
c- The mournful foliloquy, however, wa&foon bro- 
ken. Rumor had carried the tale from door to door; 
and it- was hardly day , when his friends, anxious 
to know the truth , and to exprefs their condolence, 
crowded to his houfe. ^ The whole city , fays he, 

• Hift. Qalam. 
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* aflembled totind me : aftonifliment was marked BOOK 
c< on their countenances ; tears fell from their Jii* 

a eyes. But can I exprefs , how much their lamen- 
tt tations irritated and difturbed me? The church*- 
u men chiefly , and. more than thefe my fcholars, 
u pained me with their fighs and wailings. It was 
? their compaffion which affli&ed me, and not 
* c the fmart of my wounds. I hung my head, 

* and blufhed. I had read in the book of Num- 
tt bers , that fuch animals as myfelf were not to be 
<c received, even as vifthns, in the facrifices of 
« the Lord V 

Vanity may be thought to have fuggefted the 
firft part of this narration ; but the flory is told 
in terms equally pompous by a contemporary 
authqr '. In a letter of confolation to Abeillard , he 
fays : " You were retired to reft , and meant evil 
a .to no man ; when the hand of villaiiy , armed 
a with a murdering knife, prepared to fpill your 
a blood. The venerable metropolitan of Pari* 
a bewailed the fatal ftroke ; the college of prebends 
" and of illuftrious churchmen bewailed it; the 
u city , deeming herfelf difgraced by the atrocious 
<c deed, joined in the doleful lainentation — So 
" great, indeed, was the general grief, that you 
" might be pleafed rather with the caufe which 
" produced it It is not in profperity that we 
a know our friends. Paris, which lamented you* 

* flift. Calam. l Fulco , ep. ad Abeil, 
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IQOi ? misfortune, has now told you, how much fee 

JU. * loves her Abeillard. !' 
Heioifa hears Heloifa, in the mean while f was at ArgenteuiL 
(be wtirs. J n the fociety of her dear nuns, in literary purfuits, 
and in holy meditation , the hours flowed gently 
on, Abeillard did not often vifit her; but left 
frefe fufpicions ftouid be raifed, fee had herfeH 
advifed the moft circumfpeft caution. When he 
was with her , fee enjoyed his company without 
danger of intrufion. Compared, therefore, with 
what fee had fuffered under her uncle's roof, the 
cloifter of Argenteuil had a thoufand pleafures* 
Imagination alfo helped to gild the feene ; they 
looked forward to the day, when , poffibly , fome 
event, in the general revolution of things» might 
be propitious, and make their union happy.—* 
Such was the fituation of Heloifa. 

But Abeillard , for fome days , had not appear- 
ed; the time he had promifed to return was 
paffed; a vague rumor of fomething difaftrou* 
began to fpread; and it was whifpered that Abeil- 
lard had been attacked by ruffians. , Nothing is fo 
eafily moved as the minds of lovers. Heloifa 
ilarted at the found ; the forebodings , which 
troubled her* had not fubfided: fee knew the 
revengeful fpirit of her uncle, and that he had 
been grievoufly irritated ; and fee ±new the tem- 
per of the men , in whom he confide^ moft. The 
report gradually gained ftrength ; and Heloifa foon 



ABEILLARD AND HELOISA *3$ 

imderftood th$ extent \>f her misfortune 4 ,-^- It 10 0$ 
might, atfirit, be indiftin&ly conveyed, but the ill* 
delicacy of the age would be no bar to the moil 
circumftantial detail of the tragical event — Now 
it was neceffary {he ihould exert her heroifm; 
{hould draw eonfolation from religion and philo* 
fophy ; and fliotild appear as great in affli&ion f 
as Ate Jiad in love, — The felftfh Abeillard is agaiii 
filent on the fubje& , m and no hiftory is extant 
to record the behaviour of Heloifi on this fad 
occafum. 

The ruffians, I have faid, had efcaped; but 
diligent fearch was made by the magiftrates , and 
*twv of them w«r« taken. One of thefe was the 
fervaat , who had betrayed his - matter. The * 
puni&ment inflifited on them was agreeable to the 
notions of the age; they loft their eyes, and the 
iex taiiotiis , ( a law founded on*' the ftri&eft prin- 
ciple of juftice , and which might , with tfee greateft 
propriety , be revived in all countries, Completed 
the wori f . 

Nor were the bifbop and his clergy lefs aftivein Hard fete of 
pcofecuting Fulbert. He, as weli as Abeillard , " 
were members of the ecclefiaftical bx>dy , and 
tsonfeqiiently, the cognizance of thek caufe ap~ 
pertained to them. Such was then the eftabliflied 
difcipUne The unhappy Fulbert appeared before 

4 Vie d'Abeil. p. 96, ' Hift. Calam, 
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B 6 6 i: his judges : the crime, of which he was accufed, 
ill. feeined notorious ; but , as he was not prefent at 
its perpetration, he was permitted to make his 
defence. What his defence was, is not related j 
only it is faid , that he denied himfelf to be 
guilty. The circumftance of his abfence, and 
the cruel provocation he had received , were 
maturely weighed ; the milder fpirit of the 
ecclefiaftical court was permitted to operate ; 
and a fentence was pronounced, fevere indeed, 
but not bloody as that which fell on his accom-! 
plices. He was deprived of his benefice, and 
his goods were confifcated # . 

! We hear no more of this unhappy man , whofe 
fate was peculiarly hard. Deceived by him, on 
whofe integrity , he prefumed , he might rely.; 
and deferted by a niece , in whofe happinefs all 
his affe£ions centered , is it furprifing , . he fhould 
fly to vengeance for redrefs ? — Abeillard , with 
a felfifh indignation , which a great foul could not 
have harboured , arraigned j as too indulgent , 
the fentence of Fulbert's judges , and called the 
bifliop and his clergy , the accomplices of his 
guilt 7 . — Even Heloifa feemed to have no 
feeling left for the poor old man. In her 
letters flie mentions his name with horror, and 
fees no alleviation to his guilt- When time 
and religion had worn off the pdge of paflion; 

Fulco , ut fupra. * Ibid. - 
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poflibly fhe would view his conduct with a more BOOK 
indulgent eye : his name , at lead , is regiftered in III. 
the mortuary calendar of the Paraclet. There is 
a time , it feems , when the moft refentful minds 
forgive. 3K*< *fs*jd**sSt ? J\qa j 

Abeillard was unable to withfrand the humiliating Abeiiiard 
refle£lk>ns , which preffed 011 his mind. The S^iolft * to* 
philofophy, he had ftudied , was not of a nature quit the 
to fpeak comfort to him ; of religion he knew little 
more than its fplendid theory ; and his great 
talents, the difplay of which had given exaltation 
to his name , being once brought low , would 
only ferve to add weight to his . depreflion. His 
friends in vain confoled him : their pity could but 
hurt his pride j and their advice , he knew , was 
unfupported by truth and the opinions of the 
world. Like Prometheus , he felt the vulture at 
his breaft. In this ftate of mind , he fays , it was , 
that he looked to the cloifter, as the only place, 
which , at once , could bury his flxame , and 
hide him from the obfervation of mortals \ — He 
communicated his defign to Heloifa , and propofed 
that fhe fliould imitate his example. 

Heloifa had not reached her twentieth yqar. 
In the vigor of youth and the prime of beauty, 
could it be fuppofed , that flie alfo muft fee 
charms in a cell , or that flie would be inclined to 
turn her back on a world , with which fhe had 

* Hift. Calam. . 
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IOOK hardly made acquaintance * and which , notwith* 
Uh Handing, had expreffed a ftrong partiality for her 
character , and an admiration of her talents, Btit 
the felfifh eunuch knew the excefs of her krtre for 
him j and of this he would avail himfelf : cotild 
flie be his companion no longer* the remainder of 
her days fliould be devoted tofofitude > sfrid the 
pure colloquy of angels. — It is hot faid , ho\tf 
Heloifa received this ungenerous propofal; but, as 
We know from her own letters * that the natural 
difpofitions of her mind were averfe from the 
cloifter ; It Is ptobable flie would expolltilate 
With Abeillard : ihe *would afTure him of hef 
Unalterable regard 5 that it fliould tiever bfc iil 
the power of man to divide her heart $ that the 
tvorld ihould ever-more be Hateful to her; but 
that, as lhe felt no inclination to the Veil * flie 
hoped , flie might b$ permitted to lpend hef 
life , a Voluntary recliife , without the tie of 
eternal Vows, within the walls of Argenteuih 

The proud man was irritated by this gentle 
cxpoftiilation * and he ordered her inftantly to* 
comply*. Heloifa affented;- < c It Was not religion, 
€c fays lhe , which called tne to the cloifters: 
u I was then in the bloom of youth ; but you ' 
tc ordered, and I obeyed." — The facrifice " wa$ 
Hot yet complete* She had , indeed , promifed 
to comply with his injunftions j but was he fure, 

f Hift. Calam. Ep. Heloifa, ; a . 
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ftould he firft engage himfelf , and leave her at BOOK 
liberty, that flie might not violate her promife* III. 
and return to the world He was, therefore Cruel 
enough to fignify his fufpicions , and to inflft, 
that fhe bound herfelf firft» " When you had 

* refolved to quit the world, fhe fays to him 5 

* I followed you } rather I An before you. It 

* feems , you had the image of the patriarch's 

* wife before your eyes : You feared I might 

* lookback; and therefore before you could ftirren- 

* der your own liberty , I was to be devoted. In 

* that one inftance , I confefs * your mifi/uft of 

* me tore my heart; Abeillard, I bluftred for 

* you. Heaven knows , had I feen you haitening 

* to perdition, at a fingle word y I ftiould not 

* have hefitated to have followed , or to have 

* preceded you* My foul was no longer in my 
> a own poffefflon 

Having fubmitted alfo to this harfh demand, and «he it pr». 
chufing the abbey of Argenteuil for her long * * *"**' 
refidence, a day was fixed for the folemn ceremony 
of her profeflion. 

It was, by this time, no longer a fecret, that 
Abeillard and Heloifa had been married : the ftory 
of their adventures was generally known ; it was 
known what had inftigated Fulbert to his favage 
revenge ; and it was now known , that the lovers 
were retiring from the world, and that the places 
of their abode were chofeoir 

1# £p. Hcl. i\ , 
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BOOK The day came. Curiofity had drawn crowds 
III* to ArgenteuiL The bifhop of Paris officiated in 
the ceremony ? and having blefled the holy veil, 
which was to cover the head of the victim, he 
laid it on the altar. The affembly flood in filent 
expe&ation : the gates of the cloifler opened, 
and- Heloifa came forward. — She was clothed in 
the becoming drefs of the order 5 her attitude , 
marked refignation to her fate ; and the hand of 
aftli&iort had given to her features an angelic 
foftnefe. — As by a mechanical impulfe every 
bofom thrilled with compaffioh : it had been 
whifpered that her facrifice was involuntary: 
numbers prefTed round her ; and her approach to 
the altar was impeded " # — They begged her not to 
proceed j they urged the fatality of the flep j they 
accufed her pretended friends of cruelty j they 
fpoke of her beauty , of her charms , ,of her talents f 
and of the horrors of a cloifler. — Heloifa was 
vifibly affe&ed; but not by their expoflulations $ 
the fate of Abeillard alone , who was foon to treacl 
the fame mournful path , hung heavy on her 
heart : tears rolled down her cheeks 5 and , in 
broken accents , Hie was heard to pronounce th# 
words of Cornelia : 

O maxime conjux, 
O thalamis indigne meis , Hoc juris habebit 
Intantum fortuna caput! Cur impia nupfi , 
Si miferum fadura fui ? Nunc accipe pcenas , 
Sed quas fponte luam. LUCAN. Fhar. 1. 8- 

Hift. Calam. Uttering 
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Uttering the laft Words , as lie ftrbve to advance 9 b O O g* 
the crowd feparated : her refolution rofe fuller in* > 
on her countenance: flie mounted the ftejjs ofthe* 
altar: put her hand oh the veil, with' which flie 
covered her face : \ antl pronounced diftin&ly th& 
fatal vows ^ which 'were to fever her from the 
world and Abeillard for ever". 

; The heroifm of this aftion has feWoih , I Ibelieve, 7 - 
been equalled. But love and the peculiar ftrength 
of her mind* would hatfe Carried Heloifa evert 
to more arduous facrifices, had they been prefent- * 
ed to her. — It will be faid-, that her mind, at 
the awfui moment of giving herfelf to* 'God,- was 
not in the difpofition of a chriftian votary ; that 
it mnbre refembled a pagart facrifice ; and 7 that ; 
inilead • of" the pious fentimeftts* agreeable to the 
occafion^ which her mouth fliould hive uttered,* 
flie profanely repeated thtflihes, which ; Cornelia , 
with a dagger in her hand, addrefled td^he *nane3. 
of Pompey, when flie received the hfews off \\ii 
death. — It is true : nor did Heloifa , either at the 
time of taking the veil , or afterwards in life ^ £vef 
pretend that flie had any thing in view,, thari 
merely to obey the command of Abeillard, To have 
adled a part, inconfiftent with this objeft^ bedime 
not her chara&er : She wiilied not to introduce 
the affeftation of religibn , where nothing religious 

11 Hift. Calam. .-.'., 

Vol. L I 
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BOOK was meant : the honefty and candor of her 
Hi. mind revolted at the thought. Indeed, it is mani- 
fest , had Abeillard but hinted that the a&ion 
would have pleafed him more, with a Roman 
Countenance, flie would have met the point of a 
dagger , or have fwallowed the deadly hemloc. 

Years afterwards f turning to this event , lie 
fcys to Abeillard: " I obeyed, Sir, the laft tittle 
41 of all your commands ; and fo far was I unable 
• to oppofe them , that , to comply with your 
tt wifhes , I could bear to facrifice myfelf. One 
e thing remains, which is ftill greater, and will 
u hardly be credited: my love for you had rifen 
a to fuch a^degree of phrenfy , that to pleafe you, 
c< it even deprived itfelf of what alone in the 

* univerfe it valued (himfelf ), and that for ever. 
c< No fooner did I receiVe your commands, than 
a I quitted at once the drefs of the world , and 

* with it all the reluctance of my nature. I meant 

* that you fhould be the fole poffeffor of .what* 
w ever I had once a right to call my own. Heaven 

* knows, in all my love, it was you, and you 

* only , that I fought for — whilft together we 
cc enjoyed .the pleafures, which love affords, the 
" motives of my attachment were to others uncer- 
" tain. The event has proved on what principle 
w I ftarted. To obey you I facrificed all my plea- 
" fures : I referved nothing, the hope only excepted, 

* that fo I fhould become more perfe&ly your 
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c< own* — For this facrifice , if I have no merit in b O O X 
c< your eyes, vain indeed is all my labor! From in. 
<c God I can look for no reward , for- whofe fake, 
u it is plain , I have as yet done nothing I V* — . 
a Through the whole coutfe of my life, flie fays in 
, cc another letter, heaven knows, what have been 
c< my difpofitions. It was you , and not God» 
a whom I feared moll to offend 5 you , and not * 
€C God,Iw&s mod anxious to pleafe. My mind is 
a ftill unaltered. It was no love of him, butfolely - 

a your command which drew me to Argenteuil. 
a How miferable then my condition, if, under* 
w going fo much , I have no profped of a reward 
* hereafter! By appearances , you may haTe been 
*- deceived like others ; you afcribed to the 
« imprefTions of religion , what fprang from another 
« fource 'V 

Ufed to contemplate in ourfelves and other», 
human nature, as caft in common moulds, we 
view its eccentricities with the mixed emotions of 
aftonifhment and pleafure. Of this defcription w«p 
Heloifa. She was born in a century , rem%rkabl« -*"* 
for ignorance and a blind attachment to the weakest ' 
follies ; her education , within the wnjls of a 
cpnvent, had been little adapted to improve hej 
underftanding or to enlarge her heart; and 9 at the 
time ihe began and finiihe4 (lie bol4 tftgcdy, t 

t% Ep. Helois. i a . u Ep. 2\ 
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♦ 
HOOK have defcribed , the bloffom of life was but in its 
Ml. firft ftage of expanfion : yet already flie was 
learned , to the admiration of Firance , arid her 
mind had acquired a boldnefs of conception , and 
a fufficiency in itfelf which carried her far beyond 
the ide^s of her fex , and the adopted maxims of 
the age. In the moft brilliant days of Roman great- 
nefs, Heloifa would have been a fplendid charafter. 
— Her notions of moral and religious duty may be 
Ideemed too free: but my furprife rather i9, from 
whence flie could have drawn them. She had 
read , we know , the fcriptures , and flie had 
«meditated on the works of the fathers of the 
church: but, as in the fenfe and application of the 
dodrine, they contained, flie was told to adhere 
to low comments arid trifling interpretations , hei: 
mind was unfatisfied: flie did not find in them 
that fublirriity of thought and fulnefi of idea, 
Xvhich could meet the expanding energy of hei: 
foul — She turned to the compofitions of the old 
philofophers ; and flie dwelt , with rapture , on 
the poets of Greece and Rome. Hef-e fhe was free 
to range, unfliackled by rules, and unoppreffed 4 
by authority. In them the romantic caft of her 
foul found fomething which accorded with its 
feelings; and flie became the difciple of Epicurus, 
•of $er\,eca , and of Ovid , without perceiving that 
flie had quitted the amiable purity of the chriftian 
fgheme > and the feverer morality of ecclefiaftical 
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difcipline..— When guides are ignorant, or when B o 6 if 

xnaximjs are fiiggefted,- k unfounded on trttth.oi? n£ 

clogged with puerilities, a groat mind is difguftcd; 

it begins to think for itfcilf j.^nd imperceptibly 

adopts Angularities, perhaps extravagancies: but 

they are the extravagancies .pf ^genius,,, tod the 

errors of bold nature. When the eagle rifes to 

meet the fun, it leaves .; the: » .eaitH and i all its 

beaten paths fa?r below it .;: , . 1 ■ . . 

* Abeillard having completed one^ part:. of this Abeiiiani be* 

defign, haftened to the execution of thfe .ohhen "oLkist. 

He had «hOfen the : abbey of : St;-Denys:.for.his Denyi, 

retirement;, and there &e; eatfred, a- feWM days 

only, after [JJtfloifa had . made-, het vowa fefc Argen* 

teuil : ,4 .-?nThff abbey of. St Denys fa CBtebra*i«i } iii 

French hiftpfy , for the munificent donation* 6£thib 

living, and a?. $he repofitqry:pf the afliee/.of iter 

dead kings, was not then-fc fplendidly magnificent^ 

a& it had been. Dagohei;t.,,>its .founder ,, had # 

covered part of the roof with plates of fibres j and 

the internal decorations were ajifwerable ta.it. It 

is faid, that Clovis the fecond,>, at a time<of publio 

diftrefs, unroofed the gorgeous* monument;, and* 

with a mor$ laudable liberality, diftribufced \\ 

piecemeal to the nec^flitous. The Noiman. JtdzrM 

gers , in, the ninth century, did not fpaxe thii 

fumptuous pile; they, pillaged its riches % and 

*• Ep. Helois. 1». 
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BOOK nearly reduced the whole fabric to a heap of 
W» ruins If . It belonged to the Benpdi&ine order of 
monks ; and as their revenues were immenfe, St* 
Denys foon recovered from its delapidation , and 
Was in high fplendor, when Abeillard fubmitted 
his head to the cowl. But the monaftic discipline 
*>f its inhabitants-, which had been broken down , 
fes it always happens, in the general defolation, 
had not recovered , in the fame proportion , as 
the edifices , which ftone and mortar eafily 
repaired. 

A man of Abeillard's talents and reputation 
would be received with ©pen arms. The joy was 
reciprocal \ 'for "here' it was that he looked for 
repofe* and m conftrained lowlinefs of fpirit, 
dated m hope, that the world would forget him. 
The world did not co-opejate with his wilhes, 
Jiis abfence from Paris \vas foon felt ; his fcholars 
. ( the number of whom , as a contemporary author 
relate$ x \ collected ' from all parts of Europe, 
exceeded whatever had before been feen , ) were 
trocifefou? in their complaints j they difturbed the 
peace of thfe ' city ; and threatened to retire , if 
Abeillard could not be prevailed on to refume hii 
le&uret. Other profefTors in vain offered their 
inftru&icms — It was refblyed that deputies fliopld 
wait ort him in his cell ,7 . 
The philofopher had hardly recovered from 

* Fleu^y.iroL xi. " Fulco ad Abcii * Hift. Calaflb 
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his wounds , and, was beginning to tafle the gentle .BOOK 
comforts of retirement , when fuddenly his reve- in» 
ries were interrupted , and he was publicly called 
on to return to the fchools. In' the depreffion of 
fpirits, with which he had juft quitted the world, 
Confounded , penitent, and difgufted, the propofal, 
at firft , ftartled him: he did not conceive it to 
be iincere, and he might fufpeft it was rather 
meant to ridicule , than ferioufly to do him honor. 
He refufed to comply. On this they went in 
greater numbers; St Denys thronged with the 
crowds: and firft they waited on the abbot, 
refuelling he would permit Abeillard to come to 
them, and would even command him to leave 
his cell, fhould he perfevere in his refufal. They 
begged to fee their old mafter, and to him , in 
the warmeft terms, they urged their petition* — 
Would he , they faid , generous and difinterefted 
as he was , who had done fo much to gratify the 
world and his own defires , now do nothing on the 
more noble principle of ferving God and his 
religion? He Ihould reflect, with what intereft, 
the talents, which heaven had fo liberally confer- 
red , would be redemanded from him. Hitherto 
he had given his principal attention to the great 
and the opulent; it Mras time that the low and 
indigent alfo fhould receive benefit from his 
inftru&ions. — They hinted , with fome delicacy , 
at his late misfortune, and fuggefted, that it had 

L 4 
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BOOK been permitted, perhaps, for wife end*: he waa 
Hi. now free? from many incitements to vice, and 
withdrawn fipm the.delufipns of the world, that 
fcience might poffefs him more completely to 
. herfetf. Now was the moment , they concluded, 
to become the " true pliilofopher, ".' ^. Thefe 
perfuafions had "not the defired effe& 

But though Aheillard feemed fo unwilling to 

.re-engage. in his former purfuits; it was not lcng 

before he was much difgufted wifch the manners 

of the monks of St, Denys. He -defcribes theni 

, not only as . men , departirig from religious difci- 

pline , and addicted, to the world,,, but as 

abandoned to the nnoft fhameful paflions* - The 

abbot he cenfures , in terms equally fevere : •" As 

« c by office , he fays , ha was raifed above others^, 

* c fo was hia life more criminal, and. his infamy 

}' more notorious "V — This, account is thought 

to be unfair. He. wrote it at a time of, great 

irritation ; when he had reafoA to conceive himfelf 

unjuflly persecuted* to retaliate .h$ dipt his pen 

' VK gall'V 

Let there be fome exaggeration in the ftory ; it 
is ftill well known, as I have obferyed, that but 

little of the monadic fpirit was left at St. Denys 

Abeillard naturally acrimonious , from cireumftan- 
,ces rendered more fevere, andmiftaking, poffibly, 
the effe&s of illrtemper for the fuggeftions of 

" Hift. Calam. If Ibid. a * Not* quercet. 
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pious* zeal, hefrtated not to declare liis difappra* BOOK 
bation of their condu<ji > Privately, and repeatedly III; 
he expoftulated witfe his brethren • but finding 
fuch remonftrances irieffe&tfal, he publicly arraign 
Tied' the enormities of their lives, and, with 'hi* 
powers of language, held up their crimes in full 
view before them. — 1- The monks were not 
difpofed to admit this cheek to their artuifementsj 
-when Adam , their abbot ; led the* way to pleafure* 
was Abeillardj a monk ofyefterdky, whofe habit 
had not yet loft its glofs, to becofrte the cenfot 
of his elders, and to replant the thorns which; 
with the- labor of years , they had been ftriving 
Xo eradicate: he xiiight purfue , with taftelef$ 
perfeverance , his own researches , as he pleafed, 
and they would not ' interrupt hi* lucubrations j 
they only afkedthe fa|me liberty for-'themfelves, 
which they allowed to him *'. -^ What had fallen 
to the lot of other reformers , Abeillard., I prefunie» 
was prepared to expeft. His advice was difregar ek- 
ed ; perhaps it helped to increafe the evil , 
*vhilft he himfelf became the objeft of universal 
diflike and hatred. • -- . < 

The young men from Paris ftllt continued their He Mfiim «» 

° his Ic&uret* 

application , and the whole convent of St. Denys 
wa* now difpofed to co-operate .with the petition- 
ers. The moment was favorable to both. Abbot 

*" Hift. Calatn. . 
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BOOK Adam, fiich I have faid was hie name, gravely advifed 
III. Abeillard , as nothing lefs could give fatisfa&ion to 
his fcholars, if he could poflibly furmount his 
relu&ance, to comply with their requeft ; that 
it was with much difficulty he had prevailed on 
himfelf to give his approbation to the meafure; 
that with pain he fhould fee him quit his roof; 
but that no dift^nce of .place, fhould ever untie 
the bind which united him to St. Denys ; and 
v that , on his fide , fuch a condefcenfion muft be 
confidered as a heroic example of monaftic 
virtue. — The holy brotherhood abetted the 
folemn farce. — The flimfy fubterfuge was eafily 
penetrated: but Abeillard, difgufted of a fituation 
which difappointed his wijhes, and flattered into 
better hopes by the perfeverant entreaties of his 
friends , now thought proper to. avail himfelf of 
the occafion , and to accede to their propofak 
— Paris wqs judged too diflipated a refidence fox 
? religious man ; and probably he himfelf, for 
obvious reafons , objected to it : therefore a fmall 
t>lace in the country was chofen , where, in a 
few days % he opened his fchool *\ 
. The news was carried to Paris , and from thence 
very foon it reached the more diltant provinces. 
The conflux of fcholars was incefTant : there were 
uq habitations to receive them, nor could the 
country fupply food for the multitude *\ — Some 

" Hift. Calam. " Ibid. 
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authors fpeak of more than three thoufand , who, b o 6 X 
at one time , attended his lefibns *\ — How IU. 
fcarce muft have been the means of inftruftion j 
or how ardent the thirft to acquire it, when the 
deputation of one man could excite fuch a ferment 
, in Europe ! 

Abeillard how direfted the force of his geniu* 
to theological purfuits. He thought the ftudy 
more analogous to the new charafler he hadt 
aflumedj but as his fcholars were very defirou* 
to be inftru&ed alfo in profane learning, to which 
he had himfelf been moil habituated , he deemed 
it proper not to negled the latter. The charms 
which , he knew , pjiilofophy would tike from' 
hi* tongue, he determined to convert to a nobler 
purpofe. When his hearers, pleafed by the 
delightful eloquence of their mafter, at once' 
admired his manner, and imbibed his do£irine, 
he led them on fropi fubjeft to fubjett, and 
from profane to facred, till he could fix all 
their attention on the great truths of revelation 
or the fublime attributes of the deity*'. — He 
well judged that there is >a gradation in truth t 
and that the plaineft maxims or the profoundeft 
difcoveries are but rays from one common centre. : 
— This method,' Abeillard tells us, he took from 1 
Origen , the fiirft of chriflran philofo£hers } and it 
was moil undoubtedly excellent : but there was 

** Vie d'AbeiL 199. M Hift. Calani. 
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tya o, k befides a peculiar reafon , why Origen fliould be 
UU the mafter he. preferred to irritate. r 

: It foon\ appeared,, that the talents of Abeillard 
were, e<J#ally cojnp^tent tp eve?y purfuit , and 
that it was only exercife which had given him the 
firft place in philofophy. He interpreted the holy 
fcriptures, with- the fame facility, as the commen- 
taries of Ariftotle.: and divine ^truths, feemed to 
* owe as much to Jhis expofifion,, as* did the mpft 
abftrtife, dedu<%ions of reafon; # JiU fchool daily 
jpw-elledjvith: auditors , and {%, benches /of o,t]ier 
f FQfeffi>j:s^ : y*$ie -deferted. /— t J£ , oppofition lihquld; 
?ow be raifed.againft him j it would eviden£iy, f be 
«Ji&ated • tjyi envy, or low paj[ion Yt u ,There wa^s na 
<>pmpeti^ .., . 

1 The. fjtmjeqf Abeillard extended, and the whole. 
college H<?f prafefjors took : the. alarm : fom^thing, 
it was ,npc£ffary> fhould be dojnte , to fave their 
felling intereft. Two objections i it t fejemed , they 
csould raife againft him , and thefe they were 
riefqlved to enforce. He wasarnonkj they £aid, 
and consequently thq ftudy of protane literature, 
was obhqrrent frorn his prof effiqn.: befides, dared, 
he not to. open the facred . volumes of fcripture, 
apd ta interpret their myfterious. words ,, when 
it was ^notorioius he had never received any regular 
documents from a mafter %t ? His, treatment q? the 

u Hift. Calanu 
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reftowhed Anfelm was well remembered. — . On E o t>jK 
this ground the profeffors refted their oppofition; , .n& ^ 
and they hoped to prevail. Archbifhops , bifhops, 
abbots, and the whole defcription of churchmen, 
Were importuned to efpoufe their quarrel. 

The method > which Abeillard had adopted , 
Was highly approved by many ; and they wha, 
hitherto, felt themfelVes oppreffed by authority, - 
Were relieved by the rational forms , he introduced .•- 
into theological difcuflions. "* What he h&d writteri, ( 
on philofophical and literary fubje&s , had been 
read With pleafure , and they flattered him that 
his genius , at leaft with equal facility , migftt 
•j&netrate the fecrets of religion* 7 . They requefted 
that , to the authorities either of fcripture or 
fathers , which were generally adduced to prove 
the _ dogmas of chriftianity , he would fuperadd 
fuch elucidation's, as might fe'em expedient to 
render them more agreeable to reafon. The. % 
introdudioh of obfcure terms , they thought , was J 
futile; becaufe what they did not underftand they / 
Could not believe ; and that it \vas ridiculous tt> j 
fpeak of things , of which neither the matter , ndr 
his fcholars, had, any fixed idea: fuch matters , 
might truly be called the blind leaders of the / 
blind 11 . > 

Thefewere bold notions for the twelfth century; 
,but they were neceffary to difpel the (Cimmerisft* 

27 Prolog, ad Theolog. " Hift. Calam. 
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* 6 o x darknefs* which had fo long enveloped the chriflian 
XlL world.^VVhen the feeds of moral or of phyfical evils 
have taken deep root, it is not a gentle effort which 
will draw them out -J The liberty of reafoning 
on myfterious matters^ad, by fome philofophers, 
been carried to undue lengths. Proud of their 
logical acutenefs. , becaufe , agreeably to Certain 
rules of art, they could form a fyllogifm * they 
faw nothing , in the whole range of grace or 
nature > which fliould otitftretch their Comprc* 
henfion. Rofcelin , whom I have mentioned > 
had taken the lead among thefe philofophizing 
christians* h - u { 

Abeillard , induced by the arguments of bis 
fcholars, and not a little prompted by his own 
natural bias , undertook the arduous work He 
would fhoW , that the great points of religion 
were not adverfe to human reafon ; he would 
tender thein more palpable by companion* drawn 
from common nature ; and from the notions even 
of the pagan philofophers (hemfelves, he would 
demonftrate how weak were the objections pf 
modern reafoners againft the myfteries of revelation. 
With this view, he compofed and publiflied, in 
three books, his Introdu&io ai Theologian** \ 

Religion, obferves Abeillard , has not a nobler 
object , than the do&rine of the Trinity / and 
the names of the three perfonf d^fcribe that being 

% * Op* AbeiL p. 97}. 
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which is infinitely perfect The name of the BOOK 
i father announces power j the name of the fon in. 

announces wifdom; and the name of the holy 
, fpirit announces goodnefs or charity. The union 

of thefe three conftitutes perfection. — Nor does 

the diflin&ion of perfons reft here : it alfo tends 

to generate in the bread of man fuch fentiments, 

as may carry him to the adoration of his maker. 
s On fear and love is founded refpeft : fear is 

produced by the ideas of power and wifdom: 
, and we love that being , which is kind and 
; beneficent. 

It was this myftery , he fays, which vain 
l reafon principally attacked j therefore he aims 
i to defend it. 

h The founder of the chriftian fyftem did but 
i develope the myfterious Trinity. It was known 9 
\ he thinks , to the prophets , and to the ancient 
i fchools of philofophers ; and to the latter it was 
i revealed , in recompence of their virtues. He 
i praifes the eminent qualifications of their minds , 
I the purity of their manners 9 the excellence of 

their morality; and he dares to give them a feat 
t of happinefs in thofe regions, to which fome 

chriftians 9 in too vain a partiality , pretend an 

«tjcdufive right 
f He then meets the arguments of his adverfaries , 
^ and attempts to folve their fubtle intricacies. He 

explains the nature of w*h perfon, and their 
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Jtooi differential properties. TKe language he here lifes is 
, Ijr» that of modern Trinitarians. — There exifts not in 
nature, he obferve? , a being, in which a plurality 
of perfons fubfifts with unity of effence. It is only 
by analogies or diftant comparisons that any notion 
can be formed ; and thefe rriuft be imperfeft — The 
co-eternity of the perfons he exemplifies by the 
light of the fun , which co-exifts with the fource 
of its generation or proceffion. 

From the Trinity he turns to. the power of -God, 
knd difcuffes the high queftioh , whether God could 
have a£led otherwife , than he has done , in the 
creation of things. He weighs, with a fieady hand, 
the principle and the order of the divine decrees; 
Wifdom and goodnefs , he fays , are the attributes^ 
by which the almighty power is direftedr they 
prefided over all his works. If therefore there be 
any good, which remains unrealized, it was his 
wifdom which forbad its e^uftion. Every thing has 
been made which power , wifdom , and goodnefs $ 
Could effect More than what God has done, he 
concludes , he could not have done ; nor coujd he 
have done it otherwife; rior was "he free not to ;have 
done it» —This is the do&rine of Optimifm , which 
the great Leibnitz, in an after-age , more fully ex- 
pounded, ftrengthening it with thofe po wets of ar- 
gument , which his vaft genius was able to fupply* 

I have briefly ftated the contents of this volume^ 
which, is written not inelegantly, and which 

contains 
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contains matter or profound and intricate difcttf- BOOK 
fion. Abeillard boldly meets the argument; he inJ 
difplays a confiderable (hare of erudition and of 
logical acutenefs; but if he flattered himfelf that 
he rendered more intelligible what was before 
obfcure , and has ever continued fb , his eye was 
organized to fee light in darknefs. There was 
novelty in his manner of treating religious ques- 
tions ; and that it was which pleafed his own 
vanity, and raifed the admiration of his readers* 
Lefs bigotted than his contemporaries, and. lefs 
awed by authority, the mind of Abeillard took 
a wider range; but, at the fame time, he expreffes 
a diffidence of himfelf, and a willingnefs to fubmit 
his writings to the judgment of the church , and „ 
to the criticifm of the learned. 

The applaufe, which followed the publication 
of this work , was great : it appeared that Abeiflaf d 
had drawn afide the. veil, under which the doc* 
trines of . chriftianity had hitherto been covered j 
he had done away the difficulties , in w^ich 
iftyfterious queftionff were involved; arid he had 
a*rfwered the abftrufeft obje&ions of their adverfa* 
ties ,# . Novelty of expreffion they miftook fof 
novelty of idea ; unfounded opinions were to them 
authentic documents 5 and in his weak allufions 
to material objeds they discovered the ftrongeft 

M Hift. Calam« 
Vol. L M 



toot iHuftration* of intellectual truths. — A work of 
liii this nature wa s evidently open to finifter interpre- 
tations ; a®d "it could not be that hi$ enemies 
would view it .with impartial eyes. 
- Albericut and Lotulphus , who have been 
mentijcraed as the rivals of Abeillard, when he 
Itudied divinity under Anfelm at Laon , now 
came forward- * t Thc animofity, they had formerly 
entertained agafcaft hixn , had increafed with their 
yeatsy.anid had grown with the reputation of 
AheiBafd.. Anfelm. and William de ChaijnpeaM 
tvere both dead *' j and to their honors it was the 
ambition of thefe twa men to fucceed. Tiey 
*vert pcofeffora in Reims , and Abeillard feemed 
only ta abftruft the fpread of their reputation. 
When the work* I. hive mentioned , appeared* 
they read it; and it need not be faid, with .what 
'Hifpo&tions* Its excellencies were no obje&s to 
them; hut its blemifhes they Confirued. inta fixockuig 
fklbrmities^ and -its cafual miftakea into monftruts 
Errors: his deviations from common language wece 
hefetidal innovations. He that looks for heterodoxy 
will be fure to find it. — They waited on the affei- 
bifliop of their diocefe r and laid the impious work 
at his feet '\ ... 

. For fome time had the good man bean ift-difi» 
:pofed towards Abeillard. Unable to judge foT 
lumfelf , he had relied on the affertions of other* 

" Hift. Caiam. •■* Ibid, 



ABEJLLARDAND HELOISA >if& 

Albericus and his dolleague were loud in their acctH B $<<>£ 
fations : their repeated fuggeftions alarmed thtepiou* .111% 
zeal of the prelate ; and having raifed in His nund a 
high opinion of their own orthodoxy , they' riow^ 
dared publicly to criminate Abeillard* and. tt> 
demand the condemnation of his book. — By 
their advice $ Rodolphus ; iuch was the archbiihop% 
name* engaged, to call a fynod of His - fuffragaft 
foifliops at Soiffons. The popes legate was -theft i 

in France: him they invited to prefide at theit 
taeeting , tliat * with one Record , . they.imigWt 
proceed.' to the weighty biifmefe. Abe*llar4 w^g 
^ited to appear before thd couflqil» sifldrto. bring 
felong with him the wprk.fce J*ad compofeji ' Up 
*beyed-% . •- . , .. .. M m ,..* 

.la the meantime^ his enemies were, .npt idlf He u cite* 
Mbtifcito and LotulpfaUs had 'circulated. Wa*K TJvnlu^ 
reports againft him, and the rnin^fe of : thp Soiftfuu.aai 
faultitutte we^ inflamed to & degree of : farjj.;; He 
had dared ^to, teach, .they were told *..thwt $her-* 
were three ; Cods -^ Abeillard , with, a fe\y 
«companions, confiding in his own integrity >;,an{i 
)tt»hilpiciou$ of the machinations of his epemies^ 
Went io Soiflbns on the Appointed day. His 
aftpniftunent was great, when he heard the wilql 
«tamers. o£ the' citizens ", and faw the preparations 
they .had macJe . tp. ftohe. him tp death. They 
• would avenge, they faid, the infulted honor ot 

" Hill. Calam.- . 
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)b Ok thew* maker,' and Yiot wait the flow pfotfcfs of a 
lit. .* -council. Abfeillard * however , Sfcaped * and 
prefented himfelf before the legate 14 . ' 
• He held his book on the Trinity in his hand: 
c< If I have written any thing ," faid he in a 
fubmiffive but manly tons , a whteh' varied from 
ft the "belief of my anceftors and the faith of the 

* church j behold me prepared to retraft it $ or to 

* make fatisfa&ion h This is the -work, I have 
c< written: take it, Sir; read it; and judge." ^ 
The legate , who is reprefented as a man of 

N Worth , well verfed in political intrigue , but as 
no adept in theological intricacies , very politely 
* declined the propofol ,• and referred Abeillard 
to the archbifhop of Reims. The fcheme probably 
Was preconcerted : for by this means, his accufers, 
Who were the confidential friends of the archbilhop, 
becaihe his judges. 

Albericus and Lotulphus, proud of the cenforial 
Commiflion* with alacrity opened the detefted 
Volume; they Weighed its contents in the unfair 
Jbsdance .of prejudice , and with wonderful 
fmalevolence* they mifconftrued, mifconceived, and 
mifreprefented* — If there be an eafy talk , , it is 
to defcry errors in the opinions of thofe who diffent 
from us ; and v n'ever is the eye of criticifm fo 
penetrating , as when the zeal of overweening 

14 Hift. Calai* 
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orthodoxy animates the inquiry. Religion, which BOOt 
Jhould temper animofity , and give a gentle check III, 
to the felfifh paffions , often ferves to lmbitter 
controverfy. We lofe fight of its high and 
important chara&er; our own feelings we ingraft 
on the venerable ftock ; and we arrogantly fancy 
it is the love of facred truth that infpires us * 
when the bafe fuggeftions of our own minds ar« 
the guides which point the way. 

The hojy inquifitors found ample matter for 
reprehension : they were fcandalized by riovelty 
"of expreflionj in words of an equivocal meaning 
they could read a dangerous tendency to herefyj 
and , at every page % their pious ears were of* 
fended ; becaufe , at every page , Abeillard had 
either departed from the old forms, of language , 
or he. had dared^ to explain what they deemed^ 
inexplicable, or he had attempted to make .that 
appea r jratio nal, the principal merit of which 
confifCed , ~they thought , in .its opppfition t$ 
commoi* fenfe, and in a darkfome intricacy ot 
myftery* v Still they were unfatisfied. A moment's 
refle&ion told them, that the father» of th© 
council might be more favorably inclined to 
Abeillard than themfelves ; that hia book really, 
contained nothing which was exprefsly heterodox;, 
that the learning, and reputation of the author were, 
vaft j and lhould he be permitted^ in public 
affembly,. to* make his defence or to explain hia. 

MA 
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ji : 6 0K Own dd&rine, it might be top hazardous to 
ml expofe themfelve$ to the impetupfity of his 
eloquence or to the danger of a defeat* They 
^hofe : then what feemecl the moft prudent ftep :* 
they waited on the legate ; they magnified the 
importance > and the intricacy of the bufinefe ; 
fhey* talked of the liiultiplicity of their own 
feilgagement* , which hourly called them off from 
the main inquiry j and they propofed , as other 
matters were to be debated in council , that th© 
fcondemnation of Abeillard might be poftponed 
to the clofe of the feflions. The legate affented ". 
Abefllatfd> during the celebration of the fynod^ 
tvas permitted to preach in public ; and every- 
,. iday, from the pulpit, before a large copcourfe 
of people > he fele£ied fpme point of chriftian 
belief , which he explained , agreeably to the 
principles he had advanced in his? book. His 
«lifcourfes gave wortderfulfatisfaftioj* : fuch perfpt- 
tuity of language, and fuch a comprehenfion of 
religious truths , their ears had never witneffeci- 
% f* Is this the man , fald they , who believes in 
f 1 three Gods , and whofe doftrines , we were 
£ told , are deteftable! He now fpeaks publicly , 
? and where are his aeeufers to controvert his 
9 affertions ? The fynod draws to a conclufiqn; 
# it was convened againlt Abeillard y but as yet 

* V' ^iedfAhea. p. i^ 
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" we have not feert him at their haf. liar* out B jf 
« prelates, perchance, difcavered that themfelves; in. 
ft rather than Abeillard, are in errpr ,# ?" — Such 
Were the obfervations which' all ranks of mett 
openly repeated in the ftreets of Soiflbns. .With 
filent indignation his enemies heard them* 

At length , the fatal difcovory was made by 
Albericus. With inceffant labor he had wafted 
the nightly lamp, and, in anguifli of mind, wai 
ready to defift from all further purfuit , - wheri 
a pafTage, big with the moft noxious herefy , bur ft. 
on his aching fight. With exultation he clofed 
the page , threw himfelf on hi» couch for a 
momentary repofe, and was ready, early in the . 
hiorning , to wait on Abeillard. The propofition h& 
meant to bring before the council, clothed in its 
moft horrid features ; but how could he forego thfc 
luxury of an anticipated triumph , over thfc 
author himfelf , in a perfonal interview ? H-£ 
was accompanied by fome of his fchojars. — Wheii 
the ufual complimentary fpeeches were made^, 
and. they had talked on fome general topics: 
tt I have read your work, " faid Albericus, hi 
a magifterial tone, and with a countenance, 
which fpofce the* fwell of his hearty — a Hav* 
you ?" obferved* Abeillard drily. — cc I have/* 
continued he , « c and, in it my eye has fallen on 4. 

"• Hift. Calam. 
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BOOK a propofition , from the horror of which , it 
HI. * will be long , before my mind recovers its 
* c wonted fereijity. ° _ Abeillard feemed rather 
ftruckj and begged he would fpeak out — " There 
Cl is but one God, " faid Albericus, — " It is 
very true," replied Abeillard. — a This one 
M God , continued Albericus , generated hi$ word , 
• * which is alfo God." — u That alfo U true, M 
faid Abeillard. — ft It is -true , obferved Albericu* 
cc fmartly , and yet you .dare affert , that God 
Ci cannot generate himfelf ! Thi* is the blafphemou* 
€c propofition. " — The laft words wer? uttered 
with an air of the moft unbounded confidence, 
•— Abeillard fxniled; a I will. prove the truth of 

* that propofition , faid he , only liften to 
/ tt my arguments. " — What care I for your 

/ f< arguments ,' faid Albericus , your jgafon , or 
] * youix common fenfe : is, religion to be weighed 

* in their fcales ? Authority , Sir , the impreffion 

* of 'authority, is all I look for. " — " You lhall 
? have authority , replied Abeillard : open that 

* work of Auftin. , which , I perceive , you have 

* brought with you , and you will find it. *• 
Albericus turned over the leaves , but found 
nothing. — " I will fhoyv you where it is," faid 
Abeillard, taking the book into* his own hands, 
«nd immediately pointing tp the following paflage : 

* fte who imagines tha$ God has power to 
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w generate himfelf, is the more in .error, becaufe BOO X 

* not only. God cannot do it, but becaufe there Hi» 

* jf no creature, corporal or fpiritual, to which 

* the . capacity can .belong. No being can give 
« exiitence to itfelf ". " 

The young men, who came with Albericu*, 
were amazed, and blufhed: their mafter was not 
fo eafily difconcerted. — . tt The paffage, yon 
, ft have read me, faid *he , after fome paufe, 
<c is eafily fufceptible of a favorable interpretation," 
a — It may % replied Abeillard ; but as , you 
a alked for bare authority, any comment, it 

* fhould feem, would be, at this time, rather 

* unfeafonable : arid were you not , continued 
a he ironically , . fo great an . enemy to ratio- 
u cination and common argument, I think, I 
n could make it appear that Albericus himfelf, 
" agreeably to his own principles , has fallen into 
u the wild herefy of thofe , who maintain, that* 
cc the father is the fon of himfelf. " — At the 
found of the word herefy , Albericus was no longer 
mafter of himfelf: what rage could di&ate, he 
threw out againft Abeillard, reproaches, menaces, 
abufe. " The day. is at. hand , faid he , when 
c< neither reafon nor authority fball avail your 
Cl purpofe'*. " — , He turned on his heel j ajul 
departed. 

f7 Aug. 1. 1. de Trin. M Hift. Calam. 
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BOOK The pext day , which was the laft of thft 
jqr± council , before the chamber opened , the legate 
and archbifhop held a long conference with ,the 
profecutors of Abeillard r and many of their 
confidential friends. It was debated , what was 
moft propet to be done with Abeillard and his 
book , for the condemnation of which the fynod 
ivad been convoked. In the work itfelf , after 
^nature examination , nothing had been difcovered , 
• Svhich feemed to merit ecclefiaftical cenfure, and 
the difcourfes, he had publicly delivered, were 
mniverfally applauded, The legate was difpofed 
to fttfpend all farther profecution , and thfc 
j&ffembly inclined to his opiiiion. A^geiteral filetice 
prevailed; his enemies did but : mutter ifldiftinffc 
kcctifations $ . and even Albericus withrheld jthe 
dreadful charge ,. he had threatened to producer 
egainft him. Gaufridus, biiltop of Ghartrea, a 
,prelate venerable for his piety and confummate 
learning , rofe from hi* feat , and fpoke* 

Ci Yon , who hear me , well know the profound 

* erudition of this man : to whatever ftudies he has 

* turned his application , you know, what applaufe 

* has furrounded him , and you have counted the 

* number of his followers ; the high feme of the 
f p^feffors we efteemed moft , and that of his 
cc own maflers , you . know , how eafily he has 

* eclipfed; and you kno\y> that the wide branches 
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& of his reputation have reached from fea to fea. Boot 
** Should you pronounce a precipitate fentence 1«, 
" againft Abeillard, (of which I do not fufpe& 
f c you capable, ) what indignation will it not 

* raife ? The tongues of thoufands will be aready 
a to defend him, We hare feen that the work , 

* in queftion , contains nothing which we can 
<•; publicly criminate. Take care therefore that 

* you add not to his glory by any violent prp- 
P ceedings , and detradi from your own reputati- 

* ons in the fame proportion. Would you wiflr 

* to a£l , agreeably to the eftabliflied canons of 

* discipline ? The way is open * before you; 

* Exhibit your charges m public afTembly ; 

* Abeillard fliall be prefent , and fliall hear 

* each head of aectifation diftinflly urged againft 

* him. His own confeffion , or convi&ion from 

* authentic documents, will decide betwixt ns; 
« and the fentence, we fliall pronounce; wilf 
u impofe an eternal filence on him, and meet 
« the approbation ?f his warmeft admirers 9 \ " 

This difcourfe, diftated by good fenfe* and. a jj 
jnft appreciation of things , was clamorotrffy oppo- 
fed by the adverfe fa$ion. " The advice is 

* admirable! faid they: fliall we enter the lifts 
** with a man whofe verbofity is eternal? Not the 
a world combined could long witfifiancf his 

,f Hift. Cabun.. 
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* o O K w fophifms and captious argumentation. '* -** 
ills Perceiving they were not to be prevailed cir* to 
adopt the reafonabte meafure, .Geoffrey pro^ofed 
another fcheme, to which, he fluttered himfelf, 
the inveteracy of their prejudices might, give \yy. 
Having remarked , that the caufe was of confider- 
able moment , and tfcat the council , from the 
, paucity of its members,, was hardly adequate to 

the decifion; he moved , that the abbot of St Denys, 
who was prefent, fliould reconduct Abpillard to 
\ N his convent, and that there, in a more numerous 
and refpe&able convocatioi* , the bufmefs fljould 
be maturely weighed and terminated. — To thi* 
the legate and the reft of the company affentedj 
ind the btfhop was commiflioned to inform 
Abpillard, that he had permiffion to return to 
St.. Denys 4 \ 

. Albericus and Lotulphus could not approve 
this, placid refolu tion : tfyey faw there was a# end 
to their fcheme of humbling the pride of Abeil- 
lard v (hould his caufe be tried out of the diocefe 
pf Reims, where only, their voice, they knew * 
could command attention j befid^s,, how humili~ 
x ating was the refle&ion that, with all their .high 

^ - words , they had done nothing * and that the 
enemy might draw glory from tfceij: difgriace. 
They waited on the archbifljop, whom' they eafily 
perfuaded into their opinion; " Would it not 

*• Hift. Calais 
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« reQeft ighomihy oh himfelf and them , they (aid, B d O K 
u that the hetetic * who had been cited to their Hf . 
Cl tribunal, fhould be allowed to retire, uncenfu- 
c * red and free, as he c^me; and that another 
a court only fhould be judged competent to the * 
' cc puny decifion: who would now dare to chedk 
*• the progrefs of the infolent> innovator , if the 
cc metropolitan of Reims miift truckle before 
« him 4, ? M 

Thus haVirig obtained the confent of the arch- 
bifliop to* continue the profecutioii, they dire&ed 
their attack on the legate. But it might be ncfc 
«afy talk to ihake the refolutipn of^a man who,, 
imt 'a few minutes before , had , in a public 
affembly , declared his fentiments. The profeffors 
ktlew the ground they trod on, they knew the 
chara&er of the Italian prelate, and from the 
experience they hffcl jiift had bf their own powers 
'of perfuafion, they doubted little of the event. 
, Admitted to his prefence , therefore , they repeated 
the arguments , with many additional claufes \ 
which had fo happily fucceeded with the arch- 
bifliop. The legate who, in the whole bufinefe, 
, had relied much on the opinions of others > was 
riot unwilling, in this inftance alfo, to fubfender 
his own betfer judgment "But, faid he, if it be 
a your wifli 2nd that of the metropolitan r that ^ 

41 Hift. Caiam, 
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9 o O x * the profecution continue, are you prepared to 
l«4 ^ meet Abeillard , as this is the laft day of the 
w council , and the budnefs can be .protra&ed no 
£ longer ? " — The. profeiTors hefitated : the fcheine^ 
, they had projected, they hardly, knew how to 
juing forward. '^Does it feem neceflary to you* 
f c Eminence, at length faid they, in the gentle 
! c tone qf adijlation 9 that Abeillard appear r in 
tt council ; that he be permitted to reply to 
" objections,. and to make his own defence?' — 
? And can judgment be pronounced* -without 
f thefe conditions ? obferved tke legate with aijt 
< 4 jaij: of indignation* —Abeillard, continued they, 
f* is a man , dangerous and feduftive in hi* 
f c difcourfe: befides, has he not. dared te open 
? c public fchools , legally unqualified to teach? 
<c And thi$ bafe volume before u?, did he «of 
* c publilh it , and did he not difperfe it thi^ugk 
* the chriftifin world, without the confent.of hif 
<* biftiop , without the approbation of th^. shiirchj 
5* and without the fan&ion of the Roman pontiff? ;"o* 
The courtly legate was yifibly ftruck by\ the kd^ 
words. — a Why then , urged the profeffors. irnpe*- 
a tuoufly, be awed by idle formalities? Let; the 
cc book be condemned , wiihout. further . inquLGr 
J c tionj and • Abeillard , with his own hands, .fljajl 
"giye.it to the flames. It wilt be an example 
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* tifeful to the daring infbience of fttture innova- £ © o *fc 
w tors. -*- The meafure it' violent,- replied thfe Jtif. 

.* legate, but if the arohbifliop and you , his 
•* counfellorfi , deem it expedient , I (hall not 

* with-hold ray confent, though -I give it re* 
« luftantly'Y' ' ' "• • - 

. The bifliop of Chartres was fooil apprized of 
the infamous resolution 5 and he waited on 
Abeillard: he acquainted him of the whole intrigue, ♦ 
anfd by what m&am it hid be«i conduced. . 
-Lamenting the violence of his enemies , and tha 
^eakcondefcenfton ofi the* legate -artd the 1 arch^ 
bifliop ; he entreated him to fubmit, with a- manly 
*eftgnat;ion , to the will -of his fUperidrs , however 
tmjuft or imperious it might feem** l*Je remarked, 
that fuch proceedings would bring infinite difgrac© 
to his profecfoto?* V and that his own glo*y would 
only rife more refplendent from the ftortn. He 
hMted at what &fc 4i2d r hea*d , that it was their 
Anal determination $0 r**o1re, that he be Impriftm- 
ed ih foifte convent fdr ; life. He knew, he faid, 
that the -legate a&ed in oppofition to himfelf, and 
that .aaf foon as hethoufcUbe free from the reftraints 
©f the fynod, he would immediately releafe him 
tfrotti any confinement ~, to which he might be 
Sentenced. Other arguments he ufed to ftrengtheii 
attd to confple' him: -*- AfeeiUard was thunderftrucfc, 

4a Hilt Caiam. " ' \ ' ' * * \ ■ , 
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.BOOK and' the unexpe&ed vengeance of his^enemie* 
\ III- unmanned him : he promifed to* fubmit. The 
bifliop again fpoke Comfort to him, and, in retiring, 
s /bowed how. much he pitied his cruel fete: his 
.good heart Incited into tears , and they were 
mingled with thofe of Abeillard 41 . 
_ Iti a few minutes , Abeillatd was fummoned 
before the council. He appeared, The/legate 
abruptly announced the final refolution. "It is 
<c our will, faid Jie, that you burn your own 
&> book." — A fire was lighted before hinrt Abeil- 
Jard feized the volume, and threw it into the 
-flames. 

* The arbitrary meafure, and the promptitude, 
%vith which Abeillard fubmkted , ftrucfc the 
^affembly. It was neceffary to weaken this impref- 
■{ion: the legate, more than any other, £bowed 
marks of difTatisfa&ions a friend to the meafure 
therefore \yhifpered in . his ear: . " I faw thk 

* horrible . fejitence in his book ; that God the 

* Father, is alone almighty! " — The legate catched 
the words ; and rifing, with an amazed counte- 
nance, faid: . " There is not a fchool-boy, that 

* jcould err fo grofsly': the common faith of 
u Chriftendom profeifes ,to believe, that there be 

* three almighties." — And yet there be not three 
almighties, but que almighty, jeeringly exclaimed 

a learned do&or , who ftood in the affembly, 

41 Hift. Calara. quoting 
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quoting the fymbol of Atbanafmv— - His remark BOOK 
was cenfured as ;a petqUnt attack on the dignity ill, 
of their ; prefideHt. — Terricus a ' fuch was the 
name of. the /bold diving, nothings daunted by 
the; general clamor, proceeded in the words of 
Daniel » " Why are you thus fpolifli , children ot 
" Ifrael? Not judging, or knowing; what is ..true r 
c i, ypu have condemned .a . foti off Ifrael 1 return.,-- 

* to judgment. You have chpfen- a judge, 
? continued he, who might inftru& us in truth, 
tt and correct error ; and ttys judge ftands cpndem- 
c * ned in ;hi$. own words : remember '•: the fate 
a of Sufanna ; and do youaifp free^ Abeilfard 
" from the hand? of his : unjuft acQufers. " — * The 
c * attack was pointed and fprcibl? ; J>ut fliould it 
^ pafs unnoticed , the confequences mighf be 
feriou». /The ^rchbiflipp, with much fotemnity, 
Hpfe from his feat. tt My Lord Cardinal , . laid, 
" he , in a fmall change of words ,; has fpoken 

* the language of Athanafiys : The Fatlvtr is 
a almighty , • the Son is lalwghty ^ and ,,the Holy [ 
". Ghofl is almighty. He whoT diffents from thif is 
" a heretic :, we fhall not, liften,to his defence, " 

He then t$ld the aflembly that , . if agreeable to 
their wiflies , he would propofe that Ajbeill&rd'. 
make a public profeffion of his faith befprg them $ 
that if orthodox , it might .be $ipprpved ;, if • 
h$t§rodox, be cenfured. —The phi|6fppher;fliQw^4; 
the utmoft willingnefs ; but as he was beginning 
Vol. I. N • * 
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I60X to IpeaJc , his adverfarie» called out , that his words 

Jfir were not required; that the fymboi of Athanafius 

would be a betted teft of his belief. They 

prefented the fymbol to him: * You may not 

* 'be much verfed in that facred formulary , faid 
a they faeerkigly, or youtf memory may deceive 

* you. " — The ceremony, with all its circumftan- 
ees, was too humiliating: the greateft man in 
the literary world was- reduced to the puerile taffc 
of reading his- pfofeflion of feith : -any child , lays' 
he, might haw done a* much, -z- He* read, he 
ftghed, he fobbed, he wept; Whilft Jiia enemies 
exulted j and the^ceuncft , in fecret triumph, 
looked down oh the fallen man 4 *. 

- As—if guifty ,; and folly convicted of atrocious 
Errors ^ Abeillard Was then delivered into the' 
hands "of the abbot of St. Mediardv Tki$ was a- 
celebrated convent in the town- of Sbiffons ? and* 
tfiey meant he fhould there remain , as in the 
fecure confinement of a prifon. The abbot took 
him by the- hand , and eondra&ed hiri» to his 
doifter. — Thus ehded the council of Soiffons , 
in fche^year 1131, much to the fati&fe&ion of the 
arehbifhop of Reims, and of thofe malignant 
divines , who had fa kivetefately periecuted 
Abeillard. At this time , he was in the forty-fecond 
year of his age 4 * 1 . *?* The whole account of 



this tratifa&ion Vlftewife , to all appearance , too 
44 Hift. CaUm. 4f Fleury, vol/xiv. 
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deeply colored', a* I have already, on other B<t0t 
©ccafions, remarked: but the memoirs of Abeillard lit. 
are the osriy fburces of information* 

The abbot of St. Medard wars & rtian of great He it coafig* 
Worth : arad we are told that his tmodk* were not ed at ffu Mf * 
lefs remarkable for their literary endowments , 
than for the exemplary conduft of their Eves** 
In fetch a fociety, Abeillard', it feems, might 
have been happy, if happinefe couki be found 
ift involuntary confinement They received hini 
with the ftrongeft indication- of joy: bat fympathi- 
aiffig , at the fame- time * with him in his hard 
■fifeatmeat , they eommiferated his fete ; they 
«endeavoured to esnfole him ? they cenfured the 
comdutt off his judges? they applauded? his heroic 
fobmifffcw» ;• they fpoke of the r&imber of his 
admirers; they reviewed the fplencfid career of 
fcis literary life J they extolled the erudition and 
wonderful perfpicuity of his writings* and they 
j^romifed him a greater increafe of feme , from 
trhe towering Iky which , at the ptefcnt moment , 
feemed to eloud his horizon. Could he be contented 
to honor their kumbte retreat with his prefence * 
how brilliant would be the days of St- MedaxJf 
They , at leaft f knew how to value the treafure 
they poffeffed, and fliould it remain with them^ 
their happinef* was complete 4r . 

4# Vie d'Abeil, p. 18** " Hift, Cahm, 

N a 
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$ O o £ The • foul of Abeillard was too gloomy to 

UL admit one ray of comfort $ and the foothing fpeeches 

of his new brethren and their abbot hardly feemed 

. : ., to reach his ears. He begged to be fhown to 

"••' u his cell.-— Anguifli , fliame , defpair , there 
ruflied upon his mind: a And it is thus, thou 
ft God of juftice , faid he , that thou fhoweft 
a the e.quity of thy judgments! Is it in chaftifing 
c< the innocent^ that thou pretendeft.to vindicate 
<4 the ways of thy providence to man ! If I am, 
. tt made to be miferable, colleil all thy vengeance, 
u and crufh the worm,, that merits not, it feems 
<c the notice of its maker 4 \" — The blafphemous 
ibynd fell upon his heart , and he paufed. — 
: a But >vhat was that misfortune , continued he in 
•* c a lefs raging tone , which I once fuffered , and 
" for which I deemed myfelf the moft miferable 
* of mortals, when compared with this?: Pain 
a of body bears no competition with pain of 
.* mind, I was then betrayed, infemoufly abufed 1 
" but tare my reputation fuffers 5 the glory of 
tt my life is blafted for ever. My previous 
" conduit had then been bad; I own, it called 
: a for chaflifement: But now, when the pureft 
" intention , when folicitude far the honor of 
"religion, guided all ; my views, and urged me 
tt to the defence of .truth? I am bafely traduced; 

" Hift. Cakm. 
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cc I am treated as the enemy to God and his holy B: O CME 
a altars 4t . " — His ftrength was exhaufted , and liu 
he fank fpiritlefs to the earth.. 

The arbitrary proceedings of. the council no 
fooner got wind, than a very general clamon wa$ 
raifed againft them i indeed , the moil partial 
apologift could not pretend to ijuftify fuch:cohdu£b 
The heads of the cabal were r even afkaiaaed of 
themfelve» , and durft . not meet- the public 
reprehenfion. From itheir own , . they : tried to 
throw the blame on other. (boulders»- JThe legate * 
more than any other, felt the reproof of iiii 
confcience , and freely cenfured his own weak 
condefcenfion: but to the intrigue and bafe jealoufy 
of the- French fa&ion , he laid , the whole infamy 
of the tranfa&ion was afcribable. . The reparation J 
he was able to make to Abeillard r aoad to thv 
violated .rights of ecclefiafttoal difcipline^-> be* toitf 
ready to perform. . The bifliop of Charbes-coiikt 
but applaud the public difpleafure , • aifcfc if 5, he* 
concealed the detail of circumftances which' hiMfelf 
had witneffed , it proved that the delicacy >of hi* 
mind kept pace with the honefty of his : heart. 
Even Albericus and Lotulphus were feen to blufti £ 
but verfed in the quibbles of fophiftry thfcy could* 

:■.-',.• '* ''• ■ ': 1> ■ --*- .■: — - '■ i 

4> Hift. qalam. * * r T ; _ i 
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IOOK evade ooiiTiflion, and almoft ward off tfce point 
UU tfjcenfuw'V 

Abeillard had been.but a few days at St, Medard^ 
when )the .legate , to fitence the general luucmur , 
mbA foam, a, donviAicm of its expediency , and aitb 
fliinkmg he had «done enooogh for the igcatifi cation 
«ff a fa&ron 9 wihofe , abfolale difpleafuxe, it i* 
Srid* Jwl itfas mat willing to .incur , gave notice ta 
due prifaner ,: diat he was at liberty to quit Ms 
confinements and to rehara to St Deaarys 51 , 

To ^trit confmement was* pleaiingcircanifhnxse^ 
Imt to return (to St. Dtenys «night not be quke A» 
«fUgiWe. . -The mayweed: thejficfl:^ Abeillard raroiwd 
with rapture : it was an miexpaSed gleam i&a?t at 
• mice diffipated rthe cloudy Jxpcmo» ctf ;his mtm&% 
because it. told himfelf and die "worid*, that his 
c^tofiftemooft had been uojuft, that Ms treatment 
ki the . cpufflicil had bee* unmerited , tliat his 
4to#riw had been orthodox , Aat the Raines , 
which eonfumed his work, hard been lighted up 
by dae 1 breaith of wvy, of malevolence, *>f faife 
atftl, >or trfateisjudgifcg dalnefe. 

To' return to St, Denys was a ferkms reflexion. 
His mind r«cotie6led the unpieafant hoyrs he 
had fpent in that houfe of diffipacion $ and when 
he compared with it the gentle manners, the 
religious deportment , the philofophic gravity, 
and the endearing attention , of the monks of St, 

M Hift. Calam. Vie d'Abeil ,f, Jbid f 
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sMedard *' be felt a fecret p*openfi<an WBich 1001 

ifeemed to tie htm to hid «tell. But 'the hand III* 

-of arbitrary *de%otifm had confined him there 5 

aspad» Jhoold he, from the fnedi dettrminatirife, 

^afofere to aremaia <, woold it be afcribed to its 

Teal motive?» Mo., ihould «the confequenoes of 

this removal prove ever fc perfonally dHagfesable, 

the world and his enemids fhonld know that fete 

iwas free, ^ - - . \ :.-..... £ 

Has receptiQiv at St. Denys.ww not atifyicioiif. 

He regtd o^ the Countenances of hit brethren^ 

that they w&e little plealed by his refturn,. For 

this he *vvai prepared. Jfo ohfenred in. 'their 

behaviour the famfe looimefs^ ia their oonrei&ticto 

the fame Smpudeaoe * ill (their table the fame 

ia temperance, and* at all timbs* the fame difcelift 

\for reriom application and ab&ra&ed retirenaiewt. 

lExpeaGtece «fight hare tanght him .pwadeaace ; feat 

. /dise iMtui^inip.etoofity. *F his temper, »<srw on*y 

« icKulcecated rby Ul-ufoge 4 made* ihi» more fever© , 

and he repeated,. the harft reproaches* whidi 

v they hud . heard , fo ofteaH from his mouth. — 

»Abeilla^vi?efiitt»ed,his ftudiesv mnd in ibliturfe 

iought for coeoforts <, which thft ibciety of his 

. brethren could not give him 51 . 

* Hift. Calam. 
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BOOK "Thus a -few month* paffed. *~- Readipg in hfa 

.UL cell the works of Bede , his eyiel accidentally fefi 

■on a paffage , where theivenerabjfe'inan, expou»* 

ding the A6h of the Apojlks y fays'* 'that Derrys 

the Areopagite, whom St. Paul conwrtettlxfr ifche 

chriftian faith , was atfterward* - made, bifhop of 

Corinth, and not of Athens, If this lydfo, thought 

he, then are the<JHonks )t (Df. this; xx)nvent^ and the 

French nation itfelf, much deceived , who fancy 

♦they 'poffefe , within thtefe w&il&vtfre body of 

the Areopagite$ for their St Dertysv 'thfey > infill* 

• was bifliop v of Atheris* ^ V Here ,• faid he jeftingly , 

fc t& fome of the monks who were paffing by, I 

• *' can now overthrow your moft faiorite.opinion:" 
arid he ihowed them die Jines in JJede; - — They 

• read and reddened. ■ » : * fiede , ; faid ^they in great 
a heat, is a lying, foribbler : we- well know 

*** the thoufandfebtes,/ which fwfel);,his oftentatioiis 

€t volumes. It isr to' HilduinttSyfabbot formerly 

, c< of this conveht-, that'wd give\our faith. To 

* afoertain , for ever, the iniptfrtant queftion , 
-* he travelled himfeif into Greece ,. fearching 

* c every corner of the land , and having found 
-tf the truth, he left it as a certain document 
fi to future ages r that^ Denys ,c the Areopagite, 

* was bilhop qf Athens , and that we poffefi» 

* his bones[ s \ 

v jp. Calai^ 
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•*» fc It was 116 time'fbr altercation ; nor did th* BOOK 
fubjait merit it. Abeillard only ftniied, and was IO* 
(ileft£> Bat the 'bufmefs was hot to be compofed 
Jo eafily. They repeated their observations, 
Extolled Mildinnu* , and calumniated Bede. — 

* You fliall trfl uapolitively youi" Qwn fentiment, 
** faid one of them with importunity; which is 
^'themoft to be relied on, Bede or Hiiduinus? '* 
--Abeillard declined' anfwering. They urged him 
to it — P If I mull fpeak then, faid he, I own I 
* m >' Cannot avoid preferring the authority N of Bede, 
,€C whofe works are read and admired, through 

* the whole latin church." " i v 
The reply -was blafphemous. ; Had he denied 

"the prophets , or reviled the religion of Chrilt, it 
would have founded lefs* horribly in their ears* 
They called him heretic , an enemy to his country, 
"and the calumniator of their holy order. It was 
now plain, they obferved, what had ever been 
his difpofitions towards die convent of St. Deny&j 
nor was it le : fs plain , how little he valued the 
glory of the Gallic name: dared he- not impioufly 
to tear down the palladium, on' which, refted 
the fplendid fecurity of its fame ; the holy patron- 
"age of Deny s, the Areopagite, biihop of Athens! 
— Abeillard in vain ftrove to footh their angei. 
'H& told then*, he had himfelf formed no decided 
opinion ; that he wiflied to b£ informed ; that, he 
had barely fpoken of the comparative authority 
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IdOt of rBfcdte; that he entertained 1*0 ideas , bo&ile to 
flc the French natue;. but that, indeed, he cdald 
holt difcover , «why it mud be thought ft matter of 
fiach importance, tflsat the bones, in their church* 
ihoisJd be thofe of thfe Areopagfoe, provided k 
f *rer<e allowed* that their Jienys was a glorious 
ikirit* 4 . 

' The convent was inftanfcly m arv «tpmr 1 *nd 
the taonbs hucrried to their abbot, it? apprise ;tiim 
fcf the event , He heatd it with the mixed eptfQti- 
4U3S of difmay ami fattsfa&ioii. It was melancholy, 
it^ielti, that a monk of St Dciays fttauld «dare to 
harbour in his bread an opinion, \fo derogatory 
from its honor.; but he was pleafod, that ^Veil- 
lard ihould «be the man. Now,, he flattered 
Jrirafeiif* he flioUld have it mote effe&ually in his 
^ower to chaftife him , than, had had the Jy nod of 
dSoiflbns; and the reflexions he h*ql made on the 
intemperance of his condiaft had long. hbn$ » life 
9 pcufonted arrow, in his heart ". 

The chapter affenibted , and AbeflUrd appeared 
fcefore them. It w*s unn^ceflkiy Xo expofe, in 
imany words, th* atrocity of his crinphe. The abbot, 
4n falemn language, deplored his obduracy, ##4 
threatened him with the heavy vengeance of his 
4>wn j arm and of St. I>enys< $iqf was th^t all: 

1 will write inftaatly to the J&ng» fcid he j he 
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« shaft avwige his own .canfe ; iiw feditioufiy yew * <r or 
have affiled the gWry of hi* empire* and ratfed JJOU 

* your hand, againfl; the facred diUuiem/ Let ham 
a Be gnarded with the xntrit cxre&L vigilance , till 

* myjaefienger return 'V 

Abeillard could hardly believe they werefeiioust 
the whole bufinets had gather the appearance o¥ 
a folemn farce; bmt when the countenance <rf his 
abbot, and the gefturcs of the monta, had con* 
vinoed him they were in earneft ; * Iff I have been 
« guilty of any fault , faid he y lam ready to 
a fubmit to whatercr .pimiihment 4> in the opde* 
a ©f saoirafttc «Mbffline, you juoy judge proper 
9 to infli&"— He vtas not heard T and they dragged 
him to, his celL 

The Header , who may know» w&th rwhat warmth, 
tiiis question., wen in the moft enlightened periods 
has been agitated by the French critics, will «<Q* 
be fuxprifed that-, in the twelfth ceooltazry., in the 
convent itfelf of Sl Denys^ itihoald have^raifedb 
ftich a ferment. At length, I belitv^^ the ^weighty 
point is decided $ for it feems generally agreed 
among the learned, that Denys the Areopagitw 
ftrfered martyrdom at Athens in *he year g5; and 
that the other Denys did not come jntoo France* 
tail towards the beginning of the thiod Jcentuny} 
He was nude ftrft biftop of Pari* T and wa* 
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Br Q) QL- K -maftyied-fcwwl year» after ;;when as abbot Hiidni» 
iXLi Aus, .the author of the " whole fable ; ; whom I-vhav? 
mentioned,- -relates , he picked lip his own head 
from the. ground., and walked away with it His 
> body refts in the noble abbey which bears hi» 
name" v -; ' ; 

Hecfcapes Abeillard i) though, again in.defolation, was not 
in the night, difpofed to fink .under it. ... "This .new infult was 
exafperaiing ^. .and itloroufed his paflions. If 
fortiine had carrfpired agayiit him ; ' and ,the world 
muft he .hts.-fde,. he had himfelf only to look tor 
and whereas the vmam.who .bears not within his 
ownbreaft an anchor, on :which he may fecurely 
reft , when billows roll . around him ? But it was 
not prudent to expofe himfelf to all the fury of 
Jpis enemies J nor to wait till the mefferiger fhould 
yeturn from the king. The exaggerated and f alfer 
reports, which would be carried to his majefty,' 
might rpufe him to too -fignal a vengeance. He 
determined to efcape from St.Denys. 
- This efcape, however, could not be fo eafily 
* effefted. The guards that watched, himi were 
vigilant, and they were animated to their office 
by the fevere orders of their fuperiors , and by 
their own perfonal diflike to the prifoner;. But 
for the honor of human nature , never was there 
a; man. ht dtftrefc, who did not find a friend. — 
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Among the monks of St Dcnys -were fotrie few, book 
who could fee the exalted virtues : of 'Abeillard, ul 
. and could admire them;; who could behold the» 
depraved conduct of their brethren, and could pity* 
Abeillard who was expofed to their . xefentment* 
Abeillard in their looks read the emotions of theii: 
hearts: they had eluded his keeper*, and. approa- 
ched him, and he faw the tear: of .compaffion 
Handing in their eyes. He opened his heart t<* 
them ', and told them his defign. — - " We will 
"favor your efcape , « faid they; fear not. . We 
* c are men , and pify you. When the convent 
c< Ihall be funk to reft,- be ready at the door, of 
a your cell: leave the reft to. us. "—The hour» 
came : fome of his old fcholars , who had engag-» 
ed to be the companions of his flight , were 
polled near the convent : his keepers were bribed 
OV/ withdrawn : the fignal was given; and Abeillard 
came out from hiV cell , blefling the indulgent 
night, which, more. than once, had been pro- 
pitious to his defigns f \ 

When we review thefe extraordinary fcenes, Reason* 
in which Abeillard has been engaged, we fhall 
certainly be difpofed to think rather favorably of 
him. In the* firft part of his life , a natural 
petulance of mind, heightened by ambition, and 
often by vanity, had hurried him into con troverfy, 
and acrid altercations with his mafters. When h« 

99 Hift. Calam. Vie d'AbeiL p. $otf. 
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iaai iia^eAy^ed^rwtpkYWau — The tragical even*, 
ML* which then fueceed^d^ we alfo afcribed to In* 
awnmifeohdti&? and' I think, we may fay, that 
he deferred ifc -i. But we have lately beheld *bhi 
perfectited wiflhoStifc eaufe , fenarting wider the kft 
of malevolence r tradueed wfee*e praafe £bo»3bd have 
et owned his labors, smd made a btrtt , agakaft 
which* , ignorance and fidfe zeal , dutnefe and 
lancorotts jiealottflf , pride atfd licentious depravity t 
dSiw&ed their fltafts, — The exultation* of mind 
which Iwfelted hia hea*t in. pr ofperlfy * feemed 
to leave hba fo enfeebled, whs» the hot* of 
diftref* casrttf y that, like a reed, the gemtleft blaft 
CftftAd bend hifli. He pofieffe<d not the ordinary 
coturage of a man: he defponded, hung his hwd, 
and looked for the womanly confofetkm of folacing 
Mrgirief i»tea*a 

, Tbefe obfervafaotfS bmH be jwft ? for tkeyare 
fcoaded on the very arGumftaRtkl detail he gives 
of has own adJveatu*e» tttd fafferings. When htf 
fpeaks of his own weakneffes , he may be credited: 
he even feem? to have indulged an extraordinary 
vanity in the narration: but in the account! he 
gives of other men , of their tranfa&ions , aaad oi 
the inotivesr by which, faa fays, they were led, 
great allowance mttft be made ; and I am fome* 
times- almaft mdfcfowed to believe, that he loved 
hirafelf r better than he did truth: or , at aB 
events , fo dark was the medium , through which 
he viewed the conduit of others, as it related to 
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Wmfelf, that he had it not in his power to form j O it 
an equitabfe and candid jtidgmeiit.. Round bin Hi; \ 
own perfon? played a bright and brilliant funftine* 
which caft Mghtand amiability on erreey ■ thought y 
«very cfefign , every undertaking, every a&ion; 
So he fencied — Such wa» Abeilte* d. 

Hetoife he feeirad to have forgotten. Abftxrbed 
in himfelf , whore w» the obje& , that deferved 
a momenta thought, if it could not minifter to 
his own happinefs? The fancied maapttude of -hi* 
misfortunes fo filled his mind, that there was? nd 
room Iob the cares of others. Heloifa , immured 
m her ceB, could give joy to no othef man, an3 
Abeillard was fetisfied. Alluding to this period^ 
fte fays to him : ** Bute hew has it happened , teB 

* me , that after my retreat from: the worW > 

* wfei^h wa* all your own work , I have been fcfr 
a negte&eeS, or fo forgotten , that you flrever came* 

* either perfonally to recreate my felitude, otf 

* eves wrote a- line to? confole me. If you» can ,- 

* account fc* this conduflj or I muft tettyou my owl* 

* fufpicions,, which are aHo the general 1 fufpicion* 
a of the world. It was paflion, Abeillard, and 
<g not friendJhip*, which drew you to me 5 it was 
41 not love, but a more bafe propenfion. The 
<* incitements to pfeafure removed , eveiy othef 
a more honorable fentiment , to which they might 1 
u feem to give life* ha» vanifheel with' them S V* 

" Ep. Helou, X*. 
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Book The persecutions, tb which his do&rinal ideas 

-in. expofed hirn ,. give a ftrong portrait,, of t^e timosj 

but it is a portrait* I fear, which) with fome little 

Variation , may be made to reprefent almoft every 

era of human exiftence. Yet we. are ftruck when 

we fee Abeillard before the council, of Soiffons* 

treated with fuch unmerited feverity, and we feel 

> comfort in the refle&ion , that we do not live in 

c fo intoler ant an age. Comfort we may feel 5 but 



he, I think a who , with fome attention , has 
obferved the real chara&er even of the prefent 
times, will be ready to aknowledge that , if they 
are lefs intolerant, it is not becaufe either, their 
principles or their paffions are different , but 
becaufe they dare not , or are alhamed, . to 
profefs them. The philofophy of a few, the 
chriftian moderation of others , the religious 
indifference of many , and the modifli vices of 
more, have gained fo much on the bigotry, the 
fuperflition , the falfe zeal , the fanaticifm of the 
multitude , that he who dares to be intolerant , is 
laughed at, and he who would perfecute is 
ridiculed. 

Yet what are the points which , in the times I 
am defcribing , could fo warm the breafts of 
churchmen, and. which , in 1786, would perhaps 
communicate to the fame order of men an equal 
portion of holy fire , were the impediments 
removed , which I have mentioned ? View 

them 
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them abftraftedly , as they are generally confiderecj, book 
and it will be found that, they jregard not the in. 
important worfhip of our maker , nor the great 
interefts of religion , nor the good of fociety , nor 
moral worth , nor our own improvement in virtue, 
juftice, and piety. It has been faid, with fome 
femblance of truth , that the holy founder of 
the chriflian fyftem , therefore exprefTed certain 
do&rines in , ambiguous or myflerious language , 
that men who , he knew , from variety of 
chara&er , could never adopt unity in belief, 
might not indeed be free to think as they pleafed, 
(for his language is fufficiently perfpicuous , ) but 
that , when they differed from one another, they 
might find indulgence. If fuch was his intention, 
how much have we ftriven to counteract the wife 
arrangement ? We have quarrelled , and have 
perfecuted , • and have tormented one another, 
with as much prefumption, and with the fame 
ftubborn acrimony , even when we owned the 
matters in litigation were impenetrable to human 
reafon , as if they had been felf-evident principles, 
or the mcft obvious maxims in common life. 

Arid what is it that t:an roufe this preternatural 
zeal? When our intereft is engaged, or the bufinefs 
comes home to our own feelings , then , I conceive, 
we may be ardent , we may rufti into oppofition, 
or into faftion: but when the obje£t is as remote 
as earth from heaven ; when it conltituteSj 

Vol. I O 
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BOOK perhaps , a part of thofe effential attributes , which 
III. the deity has pleafed to conceal from us, in the 
dark abyfs of his own infinitude: when he has 
not conftituted us his delegates, to reprefent his 
petfon, or to vindicate his rights: why are we 
.aiTogantly to ere£l a tribunal , and call our equals 
before it ? He who made us what we are, 
would very willingly , I prefume , difpenfe with- 
the foTwardnefs of out zeal, and be. more fatisfied, 
that we lived as men , in the improvement of 
our own natures, and left the things above us 
to that adminiflration , the wifdom and beneficence 
of which are beft adapted to the important 
work. 



END OF THE THIRD BOOK. 
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The count of Cliampagne protects Abeillard -* The 
Jftory of Stephen de Garlande — Abeillard retires 
into the^ f&refl of Nogent -*- He is vifited in tlte 
for eft , and again begins Jo teach — He huiMs the 
Paraclet — Norbert of Premontre — Bernard of 
Clairvaux — Miracles — . Abeillard is chofen abbot 
of St. Gildas — Argent mi I taken from the nuns — 
Helolfa goes to Paraclet — Abeillard is again cenfu-* 
red — He fixes at St. Gildas , and is perfecuted by 
his monks. 

Anno* 1I22* 

ABEILLARD, with the fexv companions of #0 q £ 
his flight, found himfelf, by break of day, not V j # 
far from the fpot \ to which he had retired , arid The cbnilt ^ 
where he had taught, when, as the reader will Champagm 
recollect, he was fuddenly called before the fy nod Abtiiurd. 
•f Soiflbns. The place , indeed , belonged to the 

O 9 
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jook abbey of St. Denys , but it lay in the territories of 
XV, the count of Champagne 1 . The count, named 
Theobald, though a vaflal of the French king, 
Was , in other regards , agreeably to the feudatory 
tenures of the age, an independent prince. Here, 
fliould the abbot of St. Denys be difpofed to 
profecute his fubjeft, or fliould Lewis of France 
attempt to punifli the culprit, who had dared to 
think that the patron of his nation might not have 
been bifliop of Athens , Abeillard knew he fliould 
be fecure, and be prote^ed from infult. 

Theobald , a nobleman of fplendid virtues, 
and the great patron of learning , was no ftranger 
to the chara&er of Abeillard. He had feen him , 
oh former «ccafions , and he had heard the ftory 
of his misfortunes and his oppreffions : he recei- 
ved him with proper marks of attention; and 
having inquired into the caufe of a vifit fo 
tinexpefted; " In what , faid he, can I ferve 
N <c you , Abeillard ? '*— The philofopher only afked 
for an afylum , for the common protection which 
the perfecuted may claim. 

Near to the gates of Provins , a fmall town in 
Champagne , was fituated a monaftery , the prior 
of which was the intimate friend of Abeillard. 
To the roof of this friend he begged leave to 
jretire; and the favor was inftantly granted. The 

1 Hift. Calam. 
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good prior came out to meet him ; and his counte- B If 
nance fhowed that warmth of benevolence , which IV. 
the full heart, on fuch occafions only, can exprefs. 
Abeillard entered , and felt himfelf happy : he 
had efcaped from danger , and he was now in tho 
arms of a fincere and fympathizing friend \ 

In the colle&ion of his works is a letter, which 
he feems to have written \ immediately on hit 
arrival at Provins, to the' abbot and monks of 
St. Denys. It is addreffed , in the language of 
infincerity, to his mojl dear father , Adam, by the 
grace of God, abbot of St. Denys, arid to his beloved 
brothers and co-monks. Himfelf he ftyles, a monk in 

drefs, in conduft a Jinner He fays not a word of 

his precipitate flight , nor alludes to any circum- 
stance of his prefent fituation. The whole letter 
is on the ridiculous "difpute about. Denys, the 
Areopagite. Having confidered the point .more 
maturely, or apprehenfive , perhaps, that the 
toemy might dare to purfue him into his fecure 
nitrenchments , he is difpofed to give up the 
authority of Bede, and to join thofe, whofe 
weight , he thinks , fhould preponderate. It is a 
weak piece of criticifm, and does no more honor 
to his head , than it did to his heart. What effeft 
it had at St Denys, we are not told: Abeillard, 
in his memoirs , does not even mention the 
circumftance of having written the letter. 

* Hift. Calam. 
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$00£ He had not been many days z,t St Ayoul, fach 
Vfi ~ ^ as t ^ le ^F 16 °{ the ?oi>vent, whe;i f to his gr.eat 
fyrprife , he was informed , tjiat the abbot pf , 
St/ Deny s \vas come jfo Proyins. It was a vifit tp 
the eoutit, ori bufipefs regarding fois mpxiaftery. 
AKeillafd, ttioyght the moment favorable j ?nd 
flioutd he be. able to prevail on the count, tg be 
hU ; iiiiterceffor , he doubted little of the fuccefs pi 
his feheme^ In company of the prior he Y^it;?dl 
pn Theobald: ,his rtqpeft w^&, that h# \vou\d 
petition the Vbhot to pardon the fault h<? had 
jromm/tted ? J^y leaving his cell without permiffion* 
and tliat he would grant him leave to pra&ife thp 
Jife of a monk, iq any retirement > which mighj; 
be agreeable to. him \ 

The abbot' heard the propqfal with attention; 
$nd he anfwered the coynt, that he was forry it 
was hot In hi& power immediately to comply 
with his requeft , but that he would lay \l before 
the nionkp , who had accompanied him , and that, 
before night ? the result of their opinions fliould 
|>e notified t6 him ? — The confraternity affembled. 
It was, very evident , they thought , that AJbeillard's 
intention vyas to retire. into fome other convent; 
and would not this reflect difliqnor on St Denys? 
However much his conduct might he difpieafing 
to them j he wa$ a rpan of vaft erudition, raifed 

* Hid. Calam, 
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to the higheft pitch of literary glory; was admired b Q <J | 
by the world , and mud be confidered as a jewej |y, 
of immenfe value , which they could not furrenr 
der into other hands. When he had takeji the 
resolution of quitting the world, it was St. £)eny$ 
Jie bad preferred» to every. . other monadic 
eftablifhment — They therefore unanimoufly ' 
refolved uo.t to comply with his requifitjonj and 
the fame was made known to the count of 
Champagne. They went further: on the lpot, it; 
was fignifie4 to Abeillard that, if he did no\ 
forthwith return to St. Denys, they fliould iffue 
a fentence of excoipmunication againft him; and 4 
at the fan\e time, the honeft prior, his prpte&or^ 
was very- folemnjy threatejied,. that 3. like cenfura 
fliould falj on him alfo , if he dared to retain 
Abeillard any longer in hU convent \ 

The two friends felt the harih impreffiojis of thi% 
imperious nymdate , but how could it be oppo-- 
fed? — The abbot, with his moi\ks; returned , and^ 
in a few; days ,, news was brought that heaven ha<( 
called him to a country, where abbots . furrendei* ^ 
the enfigns of their dignity , and the humbl^ ! 
monk is compelled to, obey no' longer., 

Suger, a name of high renowa in the annala 
of Frenqh hiftory , was chofen fucceffor to Adam^ 
in the abbacial honors of St.. Denys. He h3<$ 

4 Hift. Calam. 
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'jtdot entered very young into the conventual profeflion, 
jV. had been educated, in company with Lewis, foil 
to Philip the hrff, in the convent of St. DenySj' 
in A wheri the prince came to the throne in iio&> 
he was called to court , where he became the 
friend and the counfelfor'of , his mallet. At thii 
time , he was abfent from the kingdom ,. on aii 
embaffy to Callixtus the fecond, pope of Rome» 
and was returning home, wheri a meffenger from 
St Denys informed him, that his abbot was dead, 
iind tfcla't he Was choferi to fucceed' him \ 

. Abeillard was delightect with the news' of thi^ 
J)rbm6tiori: he could look for v every indulgence 
from the liberal arid beneficent chafa&er o^&uger. 
Tftie biftiop of Meaux had alfo declared himfelf 
liis friend , and with hirfi he waited in perfon on 
the new abbot. They expfeffed theif fihcere 
jgratulations on the occafion ; and then Abeillard 
prefented the fame petition ; which had been 
before rejected. Suger , though a man of the 
world and cbndefcending in his difpofitions , was 
' jiot , however , blind to what he deemed the 
ihterelt of his abbey. The propofal m&de to him he 
could hot comply with ; he favv it in the light it 
had appeared to others but he obligingly permit- 
ted his petitioner ; to return to Provins , requefting 
he would revolve the important matter more 

Fieury , vol. xiv» 
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ferioufly in his mind , and that h6 would not think book 
of quitting a houfe , which held his abilities irf IV* 
efteem , and admired his virtues. The philofo- ' 
pher was little flattered by the courtly addreft 
of his abbot, and he took his leave, fefolute not 
to defift from a fcherne , on which his happineft 
feemed fo much to depend. He was advifed to 
convey his petition to the foot of the throne*. 

There was then in the- court of Lewis , a vefy 
favorite nobleman , Stephen de Gaflande, whtf 
held the firft offices about the crown , and whofe 
intereft was irrefiilible. This man engaged t6 
befriend Abeilfard ; nor could his caufe be lii 
better hands. When Suger came next to court, 
de Gafkhde took him afide: <c And what motive, 
* faid He to Him , can impel you to detain 
u Abeillard , among you , againft his free confent? 
a The aufterity of his manners does , by no means, 
** agree with the temper of your convent : his 
c< reproaches bring dilgrace upon you, even in 
" the eye of the world ; and where is the advantage 
" in poffeffing fuch a fubjeft ? Believe me, 
u difmifs him , Suger ; and think yourfelves. 
" happy to be freed , upon fuch eafy terms, 
" from a man, who is , and ever will be, a 
* c galling thorn in your fides. " — There was 
an artful policy in this advice , which Suger 
feems not to have penetrated: De Garlande and 

# Hid. Calam. 
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1-aOtt the ccwirtifw apprehended, that Abeillard,' who f 
jy« they jkqew, was inc^ffantly inveighing agiinA the 
ujidifciplined livejs of the monks, might perhaps fo 
$ar fucceed as to give a check to their e^ceffes. 
This they \vifhed not to f$p. In its prefent ftate, 
St. Dejiys was jnore dependent on the will of 
jbis majefty , who , by threats of a reforrn % could 
at any time draw frqin them what fijms , the 
ejcigenpies ctf his crown,, or the extravagances of 
/ his favorites , were clifpofe/l to call for 7 . 

Suger , when he underftood that it was the 
\yill of his piafter that Abeillard fliould be releafed, 
iyas too experienced a courtier to oppofe it ^ny 
longer. He gave his confent , but on fuch term* 
as he was yet free to prefcribe. The parting 
\yith fo great a man , he knew ? would refleft 
«jifgrace on his abbey : Abeillard therefore , h$ 
faid , might quit St. Denys ? provided he WQ^ld 
l)e fatisfied.to retire to foine lonely wildernefs, 
a,nd never fubjeft himfelf to the rule of any other 
religious inftitute. By this claufe, he conceived, 
the honor of his houfe would be maintained: it 
could not be laid that he had left it in cjueft of 
higher honors, or; in cjueft of a perfection which 
might in fome other convent be found, and StDenyi 
had not to give. In the prefence of the king , thefe 
conditions were formally fubfcribed to by both 
parties j and Abeillard > once more was at liberty. 

* {lift. Calauu 
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Stephen de Garland*, on this occafion the friend BOOJ 
of Abeillard, was a man as extraordinary in his XV. 
fortune, as he was in his chara&er. When very Tht&oryof 

j . , t i . • Stephen df 

ypwng, and not yet 10 holy orders, ignorant, Garland* 
diffip.ated , and debauched , he was elefted to 
the epifcapal fee of Beauvais $ but the pope re- 
fufed to ratify his nomination. He did not 
however quit the church , wherein ha foon after 
received the order of deacon, and by his wonder- 
ful addrefs making his way to the affe&ions of 
the king , he rofe to the high office of chancellor 
of. the realm. On the death of William , his 
elder brother * he fucceeded to the charge of 
Sehefchal , which was then the poll of the greateft 
honor and power in the French court, comprifing 
in itfelf , what were afterwards the diftinft 
offices of grand mailer of the houfehold and of 
conltable. Stephen wore his high honors with 
fplendor ; but he wanted fenfe and moderation 
to rein hi» ambition and the native pride of his 
heart. So great was. the afcendency he held over 
his mafters difpofitiona , that it was fometimes 
faid that Stephen , rather than Lewis , wielded 
the fceptr* of France. With too much appearance 
of fovereignty , he aimed to extend this, control 
. alfo , aver the queSen hismiflrefs. She oppofed 
his wild pretenfions ; when the intoxicated favorite, 
who no longer prefcribed limits tcy his. infolence, 
dared publicly to infult her. He did not refleA, 
that an irritated woman is a dangerous enemy. 
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tidOK Adelaide watched the favorable moment , and 
&f* represented to the ling , c< that Stephen , the 
a proud minifter of his court , was become 
a intolerable to the nobles of his realm , ajid that 
a the people , worn down by his oppreffions, 
a would fubmit no longer ; that to behold an 
<( ecclefiaftic , fometimes at the head of armies, 

* and then difcharging the civil offices of the 

* ftate, was a circumflance which raifed general 

* fcandal and difguft ; that fhe herfelf could not 
a brook his haughty and mfultive demeanour; 
a and that to her hufband flie mull now fly for 
a protection againft the tyranny of a man , who 
a could , at- every moment, forget the duties» 
** he owed to her rank and dignity j but that 
a there was another circumflance , which came 

* nearer to her heart than all this : Lewis , i 

* continued Jhe , in the favors you fhower down 

* upon de Garlande , you forget yourfelf : are 
" you fenfible that the prince , who delegates 

* his effential prerogatives to a minifter , tears 
a from his own brow that facred chara&er , which 

* gives him refpeft in the eye of the multitude."— 
The forcible addrefs had its defied efe£t The 
king fent an order to de Garlande inftantly to 
furrender into his hands all the infignia of office , 
and ta retire from court 

He did retire; but he refufed to refign his charge 
of Sehefchal, which was become hereditary, he 
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£id, in his family , and he flew to arms. In a BOOK 
moment the kingdom was in a ferment ; Stephen IV, 
rode from province to province , and thoufand» 
joined his ftandard. De Montfort , who had 
married his niece, preffed the king to reinftate 
hirii in his honors 5 but in vain. Henry af 
England engaged in the quarrel , and Theobald of 
Champagne was on his march to fuccour the fallen 
favorite. However, the good fortune of Lewis 
prevailed , and de (Jarlande was reduced to 
fubmifliqn. The. queen, alarmed by the troubles, 
which innocently She had excited , interceded 
for peace. Some time after , Stephen was again 
taken into favor , and new honors were conferred 
rtipon him. Thus , in the tranquil enjoyment of 
dignity, he fpent fome years, when he retired 
voluntarily from the fcene , and died dean of the 
chapter of Orleans , "the mitre of which he had 
refufed \ 

It was but a dreary profpeft, which Abeillard Abeiiiard re- 
had before him, when, agreeably to the conditions ^«"ofNot 
he had figned , he left St. Denys. He was poor ; genu 
and was he fure he ftiould find friends who would 
be difpofed to relieve him? Penury, however, 
he confidered, with all its attendant evils, was 
far preferable to the difgufting enormities of the 
abbey , he had left behind him j and having 

* Daniel, t. iii. Vie d'Abeil. p. 2 2 3. 
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BOOK experienced how little his difpofitionsr were cakti-i 
IV. lated t6 coalefce with folly , and hoW many wef e 
the torments , which fociety fupplied , his 
mind began to warm with the refle&iori , arrd he 
flattered himfelf that the happinefs , perfiaps, 
which hitherto he had fought for in tfain ,- irifght 
be found at a diftance from the habitations of meit 
Thus penfively he pfcrfued his jotirney k 

Ad formerly he had wandered through the foteflj 

of Champagne , he had obferved a fpot ,* the 

recolle&ion of which now returned upon hfs 

.mind. It wa$ a fmail fequeftered vale , furrouiided 

by a wood, not diftant from Nogenfc-fur-Seifte^ 

and a rivulet ran near its fide* It did not appear 

that the foot of any mortal had hitherto difturbtfi 

.its folitude* To this place Abeillard haf letted, 

andhe.fpent his firft night, as did the other tenants 

. of the foreft, protected only by the Wide branches 

which fpread over his head. Heloifa fays, it wa^ 

at that time , the receptacle of wild beads, 

.and the retreat of robbers; that it had not feen 

the habitations of men, or known the charms o| 

domeftic life \ — He had one companion , who 

r was an ecclefiaftic 

Abeillard , delighted with the novelty of his 

. fituation , ( for when the mind is warmed by a 

\ degree of erithufiafm , k can difco^er beauties in a 

* Ep. Helois. i*. 
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wldernefs, ) waited on the owners of the lahd, fto OK 
and e&prefled to them his wiflies of becoming aft * ' *V. 
inhabitant of their woods. The undertaking wis 
then no unufual thing ; and they very freely 
gave their confent, and even made him a preferit 
of any extent of foil , he might chufe to occupy. 
— The philofopher returned , and had foon 
meafured out the diftri&, which could bound hit 
defires. — His riext ftep was to apply to the 
bifliop of Troyes , in whofe diocefe his neW 
pofTeffionS lay , for permiffion to build; a N fmaH 
oratory. Thitf likewife was granted. — Without 
lofi of time , Abeifiard then and his Companion , 
planned the new building ,' and with the fame 
hands began to ere& it. The materials were not 
diftant, nor was great lkill required to put them 
together. They collected fome bows of trees; 
thefe they tied ^with twigs ; and the ftru&Ure 
rofe vifibly into form before their eyes. — Having 
completed what they called their oratory , and 
folemnly dedicated it to the holy Trinity , to 
exprefs his difapprobation of the unitarian fyfieih , 
which his enemies had alfo imputed to' him , they 
conftru&ed a fecond building, which was to be 
their own dwelling. This, it may be prefumed, . * 
was not more highly finilhed than the temple they 
had dedicated to their maker ! \ • 

Seldom had Abeillard been more happy than at 
this bufy moment. Free from anxious cares, his 

10 Hlft. Calam. 
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jOdK mind enjoyed the prefent objeft. It was not 

«tv. brilliant indeed ; but it occupied him. He had 

efcaped from troubles ; the voice of malevolence 

founded no longer in his ears.; and perfecution 

ceafed to opprefs him. It was the fituation of a 

\ \veary traveller , who, at the end of his journey, 

/ lays dpwn his heavy burden , and feels contented , 

becaufe the load, which preffed him to the earth, 

is taken from his flipulders. — Abeillard rofe with 

the fun to adore his maker ; he thanked him for 

the repofe he enjoyed, and he lamented the follies 

of his life. The day h>e ,fps^ t ^ n ftudy^ or in 

cdnverfatiflnwith^is.&i^nd^tQ ,whpm he reqqunted 

the adventures $nd the perils «he had gope ithxpugfr. 

The w^tqr qf >%hp Jffpok .^llpy^d his .t^ft^ and 

of the .very C?anty jjroyifipris , .^hich .the forefts of 

Champagne could fupply., he jn$de his meal. 

With ;t^e .bir$s , \vhich fang round him , he 

retired to ,rejt; and .he laid his he^d do>vn on 

the turf, carelgfs and .^ndifturbed. — A, mind, 

like his, cpuld not indeed circumscribe itfelf 

within the precin&s .of his lpnsly habitation: it 

would range the ideal wprld; enter there into 

/ aftive fcenes ; and fometifUQS perhaps be pleafed 

with the prafpeft of future honors and renown. 

But fprefee ,he could not , that this career of glory 

was ready to open in the yery wildernefs , which 

feemed to have put an eternal bar to the familiar 

intercourse of mortals. 

>Vhen 

v. 
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When it was publicly kno\Vn $ that Abeillard BOOK 
was again an independent man j and had feceded IV. 
entirely from the world , the loVers of fcience , p is viiited 
and many who had before been his fcholars, and «gain 
inquired anxioufly for his abode, refolved, could begins *• 
the learned folitary be difcovered, to put them* 
feives under his tuition ,- arid once more to draw 
fcience from his lips. Their fearch was foori 
crowned with fuccefs : they found him fitUated * 
a9 I have deferred , in the foreft near Nogent; 

and they opened their wifhes to him Abeillard 

in vain refifted j he faw every avenue to his 
hermitage filling with young men , and crowds 
were round him, before he had time to take the 
advice of friends $ or to confult the feelings of his 
own hearts The Hep could not at firft feeni 
pleafing * unlefs already the pufe delights of folitudd 
had begun to pall upon his mind. With on6 
voice they requefted , he would again become 
their mailer. He fhowed them his htimble cell * 
the oratory he had raifed , and he painted to th6 
wilderrtefs, which their eager fteps ; had juft pene- 
trated, " Your propofal , faid he to them , is 
" inconfideTate. I can but applaud your thirft after 
<c knowledge y and the choice you make of me 
a for an inftru&er, is -trtfly flattering. But you 
" forget yourfelves. In & trioment $ this dreary 
* fpot will teach you, that fcience, without the 

Vol. I £ 
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BOOK * conveniences of life , is not worth purfuing x \ n 

IV. ,— His remonftrance was to little purpofe : when 

the mind is ftrongly b,ent to an objeft , the 

view of ordinary difficulties does but animate its 

exertions. 

** If want of conveniences , faid they, be the 
5 C obftacle which ftands in our way , we will foon 
" remove it" — An extraordinary interefting fcene 
now .commenced. They looked round them, 
when , after a ihQrt conference , it was determined 
that , in imitation of Abeillard , they fhould 
become their Qwn architects , and provide , in the 
firft place, againft the inclemencies of the air. 
Their mailers cell gave the general plan. They 
tore down branches from the trees; and they 
twifted the pliant twigs. In a few hours the 
bufinefs was nearly completed — Abeillard viewed, 
with infinite . fatisfa&ion , the bufy fcene ; his 
approbation gave frefh life ,to their exertions 5 and 
it was no longer poflible he could refufe his affent 
Xo a petition , which >vas pronounced with fuch 
junqueftionable marks offmcerity *\" 
; He can^e forward : they read confent in his 
looks: 4fc With to-morrows fun , faid he, I will 
« meet ypu under yon fpreading tree , and with 
$ the bleffing of heayftfaon my endeavours , what 
" inftru&ions it may bf: m my power to give yoti, 
** you fhall freely receive from me." They heard 
his words with general acclamations» 

^ " Hift. Calam. " Vie d'Aheil. ajj. 
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The wants of nature now called for attentiorf j BOOK 
but when .the mind , engrofled with its own iv. 
thoughts , retires in upon itfelf, thefe calls are \ 

eafily fatisfied. They , whom the luxurious tables 
of Paris could hardly gratify, now fat down to 
roots, and they found them favoury. The oaten 
cake had a relifti , which they had not experienced 
in the ortolan. Their beds were made of dry 
weeds, or of the leaves which l)ad fallen from 
the trees 11 ; — Thus did this new tribe of philoso- 
phers prepare themfelves for the approach of 
wifdorn : the academic grove was truly feen to rife I 

again, and never had the ancient fages on whofe 
praifes hiftory dwells with wonder > fought for / 

truth with more ardent inquiries^ — Abeillard 
pronounced his firft lefture: it was from the foot ; \ 
of the tree, I mentioned: his hearers were feated \ 
round; for they had made themfelves benches 
of bows , and had raifed the green turf into 
tables 14 , v / 

I have before remarked how extraordinary was N/ 
this thirft after knowledge , which , with a degree 
of enthufiafm , of which we can form no idea, 
fpread itfelf over the ftates of Europe, But 
nothing can mark more ftrongly the fallen condition 
of literature. When learned men are eommbn, 
and learning itfelf is very generally diffufed , not 
enly the means of acquiring it are at hand f but 

" Hill. Galam. " Ibid, 
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book there is alfo no novelty in the purfuit, calculated 

IV. to excite peculiar «nergy and to roufe the paffions. 

1 In the times I am describing , a ^earned man was 

a phenomenon ; and who can be furprifed that 

he fhould have been viewed with wonder ? What 

is rare is highly prized ; and what we prize is 

fought for , fometimes with an. eagernefs which 

aftoniihes cooler minds , and before which obftacles 

either vanifli, or only ferve to give an additional 

fpring to exertions. — The fcarcity of books, 

before the invention of printing , was likewife 

] another principal circumftance , which , as it 

\ circumfcribed the fpread of learning, fo did it 

\ render thofe, who, furmounting every impediment, 

, ; attained it, objefls of greater admiration. 

Before the end of the firft year, the number 
of Abeillard's fcholars exceeded fix hundred, 
fituated in a foreft, fuch as I have defcribed, 
expofed to the inclement feafons, without a fingle 
convenience to fmooth the rugged life , or without 
one arnufement, excepting what literary purfuits, 
fcientific converfation, and their own fociety could 
fupply. — The fubje&s they difcuffed were either 
philofophical or religious, to which Ab^illard 
added diflertations on the moral and fecial duties, 
which he could enliven by the brilliancy of his 
imagination , and by anecdotes drawn from facred 
and profane hiftory. But it matters little , as I 
have elfewhere obferved , what our purfuits be, 
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provided they excite attention, and we place our BOOK 
intereft in them. — The compofitions indeed of ^ iv. 
Abeillard I can read with little pleafure ; they are 
jejune, intricate, and inelegant ; and* to. me fuch 
would have been his le&urea. I could not have 
inhabited the Champagne forefts, nor have travelled 
in queft of fuch literary lore ; and my European 
contemporaries will not diffent from me : but this 
only fhows that, with circumftances , our difpo- 
fitions vary , and that nothing can be mane 
irrational , than to meafure by the fame ftandard., 
the notions and charafters of two ages fa: remote, 
-as this and the twelfth century. 

' Abeillard, as it may be colle&ed- from his r . 

memoirs , at their hours of recreation , talked to- 
his fchofers of the ancient philofophers j he toH 
them how thefe fages lived; he recounted the 
purity of their manners, and the eminence of their 
virtues: he turned to the facred volumes, which 
relate the lives of the fons of the prophets ; and here 
he found men who , near the waters of Jordan , *had 
emulated the perfection of angels. With rapture 
he dwelt on the more than mortal virtues -of the 
Baptift , • and he followed the firft converts to 
chriftianity through their exemplary courfe of 
felf-abafement , of prayer , of recolle£lion , and of 
temperance. With thefe fplendid epochs he compa- 
red the prefent day. They liftened with complacency. 
In Abeillard they faw.the divine Plato: and in 

P % 
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;00( themfelves that llkillrious group . of* difciples , 
iy, which had given renown td the academic* Walks of 
Athens* 

But ther ferenity of the Iky began to cloud over. 
His enemies heard, with indignation , of the 
fuccefs of his labors , and of the rieiv honors 
-which attended him in the wiidernefs. Should 
this be unoppofed ; . in what could it terminate, 
but in their own difgr&ce ,: and in the further 
exaltation of Abeillard? Impatiently they looked 
r to fome event , which , from the chara&er of their 
.rival, or in the. probable courfe of things, could 
not, they trufted, be verydiftant: this they would 
feize, and. once morevlat^empt his downfall 
Hebiflditht. In the mean while, this learned colony daily 
increafed and profpered more. But as( the firft 
enthufiafm abated > they could feel, more fenfibiy 
-.the inconveniences ,.' to .which the inhofpitable 
fituation expofed them : thefe they now wifted to 
remove , ,and to bring round them foriis levy , at 
leaft. , of the .comforts of domeftic life/. They 
wanted not means , if they would turn them to 
advantage ; and they could even command what 
fums of money might be neceffary , if expenfe 
/ were called fox. Their mafter was deftitute of every 
/ thing ; and for the intellectual treafures he fupplied, 
I were they to make no return ? Neceffaries, at leaft, 
I their own hands could give him : they improved 
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his Cell, they tilled his field, they ! dreffed his sbOt 
vi&uals > and they clothed hini. — " My penury , IV. 
c< fays he of himfelf , was at that time extreme': 
tt but I could not dig, and to beg I was afliamed. 
"Recurring therefore to the profeflion , I beft 
" underftood, I made my tongue execute, what 
* my hands were unfit for "V 

They then undertook to enlarge their place oF 
worfhip; and they propofed doing it; 5 on a more 
improved and permanent plan. Stones arid timber 
were prepared ; and from thefe they ere&ed a 
building, inelegant indeed, \but firm and refpeft- 
able. The fir ft humble ftru&ure, asT mentionfccf, 
was dedicated to the facred Trinity. Now, irt 
folemn ceremony- , Abeillard arid his difciples 
aflfembled r -: he explained -to :; them- the motives', 
which had induced him to -prefer 'that myfteriouil 
name; afld he added' that ; as he had entered T 'thl» 
defert , funk down With care , where the gobdnelli 
of heaven "had watched over him, arid he had 
found comfort , eould he moffe emphatically 
exprefs his gratitude , than by confecratifcg this more 
auguft temple to that perfon of the holy triad , 
which more peculiarly is fly led the Comforted? / 
<c We will dedicate it, faitf he, to the Pd*j 

(r The circumftances of this event, Helolfa thtfe 
relates: " Oh the very dens of wild beaftsV ax*& 

21 Hift. Calain. " Ibid. 
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BOOK € * pn the harking holes of thieves , where the name 

%V, « of God had not been heard , you raifed a 

*' tpmple to his name, and you confecrated it to 

* his holy fpirit To this the donations pf kings 

* or princes did not contribute; you wanted pot 
f c their aid. From all quarters , an almoft infinite 
* c number of fcholars crowded to be inftru&ed 
* c by you, They fupplied whatever was neceflary, 
? Ev.eji churchmen * who had been ufed to live 
.f c oil .the donations of -others, whofe hands were 
P ever open to receive , but not to give , became 

* here profufe ; tfyey were importunate |# th?i? 

* contributions ' %" 

, Great offence was taken by the zealots , when 
Jt W4s knoyn ? that Abeillard had dedicated hi» 
oratory to the Paracl^t, r It had not been heard , 
that any building had hitherto been put under the 
|>rote&ion pf that myfterio^s fpirit. The Reimifh 
profeflprs. were paticularly loud ; but it was a 
cirrujjtfiance , they thought , which , if properly 
/ .managed, might be turned to advantage, ^- When 

jfiothing ferioufly repy ehenfible , in the conduft ox 
the; Relief pf an adversary , can be detected , the 
*n^reft trifle will be made matter of pepfurej 
jefptQ^Uy / ftny nqvelty in opinion or language will 
be noticed as a crime, on which malevqlence, 
Wjth \yondprful rai^cpr, will love to faften. — A 
S^urcfr, jhefq \vife <?afui/ls fagaciqufly obfervedj 
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might be dedicated to: the Son of to the Holy boo* 

Trinity, but not to the Father, nor to the Holy »jy. 

Spirit — Abeillaid , who -fliould have fmiled at 

the puerile nonfenfe , feemed ferioufly affected: 

he knew indeed the temper of his adverfaries , and 

he very gravely undertook to juftify wkat he had 

done , by arguments from fcripture and reafon. — . 

To reafon with fuch men was telling them that 

their ohfetvations merited notice : they would 

only repeat them with more inveteracy ; ridicule | 

is fometimes the bell teft of truth, > * 

But the profeffors , it feems , were rathe» 
confcious of fome weaknefs: they did not chufe 
to expofe themfelves alone in a contro verfy , which 
might require more than \ their own addrefs td 
give it confequence: they had recourfe to foreign 
«id. "Senfible, fays Abeillard ," that their owri 
tt powers could not go far , they took care to 
^ inftigate againft me two new apoftles , «in whom 
« the world then much confided. The one boafted 
c * that he had revived the fpirit of .the ancient 
K canons j and the other that of the monks* 
« Thefe men * roaming about the earth , by 
<c their impudent lnve£iives, rendered me contempt 
f* tible in. the eyea not only of the ecclefiaftical , 
a but alfo of fome fecular powers. The reports, 
* c they circulated, of my condu£l and religious 
* tenets, alienated the affeftions of my beft friends j 
" and the few, who ftill retained the fmalleft kindneft 
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BOOK u for me r awed by' the* namhs of my) opponents , 

JY. " judged it beft to conceal their fentiments 1 *. — 

The one of thefe was Norbert of Premontre, and 

the other the famous Bernard of Clairvaux. 

m Norbert of St Norbert , defcended from an illuftrious 

remontr . Q eeTm3 ^ n fm^iy 9 was born in the dutchy of 

.Cleves. / When .young , he was called to the 
court of the emperor , Henry the fifth , his 
relation.. Here, the elegance of his manners, 
the afkhility of his. temper/, and the general 
charms of his deportment, gained him uncommon 
admiratiori*' Bjit what contributed to -fafliion his 
exterior r irifenfibly corrupted his heart : he be- 
came diffipated and licentious. The dncger , to 
which his life was , one day , expofed from a 
violent ftorm of thunder, roufed him to refle&ion; 
he withdrew from the court , refigned his 
employments , fold hi» eftates , and diftributed 
his riches among the poor. Thus difengaged from 
every tie , which united him to the worid, he 
began a feverecourfe of penance: but the mortifica- 
tions he thought expedient for himfelf , he wifhed 
to inculcate to others. He preached to the 
neighbouring people ; from them he carried his 
inftru&ions to more diitant provinces, and the 
fuccefs which attended his labors was great. His 
fcheme of introducing a general reform, particularly 
among churchmen, was violently oppofed: he met 
enemies at every ftep. 

" Hift. Calam. 
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In 1118 he waited on pope Gelafius, who was; & &OK 
in France , from whom he obtained an unbounded jy. 
permiffion to preach , fuch as had been granted 
to Robert d'Arbriffelles. Two years afterwards he 
was prevailed on to make fome ftay at Laon, by 
his friend , the biihop of that city. He offered 
him for his retreat a neighbouring valley. Norbeit 
was delighted with the folitary fpot: it was called 
Premontre : and here he laid .the foundation of 
that reformed order, which has taken its name % 

from the vale. The cares of his riling family did 
not however confine him at harne^ he continued 
his former preaching, and travelled much 1 *. *+ 
At this period it was that , inftigated by thp 
toifreprefentations of the enemies of Abeillard , he 
made the philofopher , with whom he was nbt 
particularly acquainted , a fubjeft of publifc 
jeprehe'nfion. . > 

The zeal of good men is often too irritcibla — * 
dNoybert \Vas not very learned,: and he woul<£ 
eafily be impofed on by fuch men as Albericu» 
and Lotulphus. — The wandering faint, in 1126* 
'Was ehoferi archbifhop of Magdeburgh. 

Bernard, the reftorerof monaftic - difeipline iit Bernard or 
the Weilern church , the engine , which gave ciairvaux. 
life and energy to the religion and politics of 
Europe , the thaumatergus of the twelfth century , 
'was born, in 1091 , near Dijon , in Burgundy, 
of an ancient and. noble family. His mother j 

19 Fleury , vol. xiv. 



««* HISTORY OF THE LIVES OF 

,i OOl agreeably to the romantic piety of the age, awed 
IV* by a dream , devoted him , in a particular manner 9 
to the fervice of God , whilft Ihe bore him in 
her womb. He was the third of fix fons. Nature 
had endowed him with uncommon abilities , and 
his education was fitted to. his. high deftination. 
He loved retirement, he reflefted much, and he 
fpoke little , at a time , when youth is moft forward 
and exuberant. He was fimple in his manners» 
• xnild in converfation , and modeft as angelic 

innocence. The beauty of his perfon accorded 
Jswththe elegance of his mind: there was a harmony 
in .his voice which captivated, his language was 
nperfpicuous , and eloquence, in fweeteft accents 
cfell, like honey, from his lips. — He entered 
:*he world , and every obje£l feemed to fmile at 
'his appearance : ambition , fcience , pleafure , at 
once laid their charms at his feet. But Bernard 
could not be fedueed. The world he faw was a 
-perilous ocean;, and fo peculiar was his caft of 
mind, that vice, in whatever form it prefented itfelf, 
only ftruqk him with horror. Very foon the placid 
current of his thoughts was ruffled : in vain he ftrovfc 
to oppofe the diffipation which , at every turn, met 
his eye; the counteraction of his foul was vehe- 
ment; and he felt an enthufiafm ftir within him, 
to which, till now, he had been a ftranger. 
t The pieafing- emotion , which this dangeroti$ 
paffion excites,, has a thoufand charms j becaufe 
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though it pictures vice in the molt horrid and 
difgufting forms , it , at the fame time , represents 
virtue with every alluring feature: religion feems 
to hold before it its moil exclufive bieflings ,- and 
heaven , in all its glories , burfts upon the fight. 
But as the paffions , which are ftyled the fprings 
of life , are only ferviceable , fo long as they 
continue under the check of reafon , and are 
ever , from their natural tendency , running 
to excefs; fo is religious enthyfiafm of all paffions 
the moil dangerous: it tahes its rife in excefs, 
and is only ruled by impulfe : it begins by hating 
vice, and foon carries its hatred to the vicious j 
to itfelf it takes the rewards of virtue and the 
promifes of revelation , and to others it extends 
the judgments of heaven in this life a and its 
vindi&ive punishments in the next, i — Bernard 
refolved to turn his back on a world, which only 
gave him difguft, and which he could not reform. 
Citeaux , in Burgundy , the firft monaftery of 
the Ciftercian order, had been founded fifteen 
years : but the rule they had adopted was fo 
fevere , that very few had yet chofen to fubmit 
themfelves to its aufterities. It was to this infti- 
tute that young Bernard turned his eyes : it» 
rigid difcipline feemed to harmonize with the 
ftate of his mind. His friends ftrenuoufly oppofed 
the defign , and they endeavoured to avert his 
attention. It was in. vain : enthufiafm > is not 
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BOOK conquered by oppofition; Rather his refolutidii 
IV, daily gained ftrength : the call of heaven feemed to 
♦found in his ears, and to charge him, with indolence- 
— More than once he had experienced the efficacy 
©f his own oratory , and he might fufpeft that the 
religious glow , which animated his own heart, 
could be communicated to others. In his defign he 
/was irrevocably fixed ; but if he could take his 
friends along with him, it would be a glorious afc- 
chievement, and the facrifice to heaven would be' 
more complete. He undertook it, and fucceeded, 

1 Awed into fubmiffion by a perfuafive ftrain of 

eloquence, which was irrififtible, to the aid of 
which he , at every turn , called heaven and its 
judgments , four of his brothers joined him in 
his undertakings and very foon the number of his 
followers increafed to thirty. This powerful 

reinforcement he condu&ed to Citeaux Bernard 

was , at this time , in his twenty-fecond year. 

As he had withdrawn from the world , to be 
forgotten by it , and to bury himfelf in folitude j 
his firft ftep was to banifli every fentiment , which 
could tie him to fociety or to the earth. The 
.maftery he acquired over his fenfes was aftonifliing: 
abforbed in the contemplation of heavenly things, 
he rofe above the impreffions of matter , and was 
truly a fpiritual man* Having never indulged his 
paffions , they could have no fway over him : h? 
only ate to fupport nature , and he flept , when 
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his head, through laffitude , fankto the earth. To' BOOK ^ 

fuch inceffant aufterities the delicacy of his coftfti- iy, 

tution gave way : like to a flower, cut by the mower's 

fithe, hi* health languished, his beauty withered > 

and he feemed to bend to the grave. But the 

Vigor of his mind abated not , and the fervor of 

his ddvotioh only grew into gf eater animation. It , 

was neceffary to check this ardent career, and the 

authority of fuperiors interpofed. 

In ln5, Clairvaux was founded, and Bernard^ 
though but beginning the fecond year of his religi- 
bus life, was nominated abbot. His brothers went 
along with him. In this new poft , where example 
wa£ neceffary to animate his followers , the young 
abbot exhibited frefli inftances of his unbounded 
fervor. Clairvaux was a barren fpot : the monks 
labored , and tilled its furface, but it only returned 
Weeds , or a few weak and infipid vegetables. On 
thefe they lived. Bernard, in the retirement of hia 
cell, converfed with angels: when he came out 
among his brethren , a heavenly brightnefs appeared 
to radiate from his countenance ; he fpoke of things, 
which they did not comprehend; and when he 
prefcribed rules of conduft, or defcanted on religious 
perfeftion , it feemed that he had forgotten , that 
his hearers were mortal. They liftened with 
amazement; they acfanired his maxims; but they 
felt their weakneft, and could only wifli to praftife 
what be taught. 
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rook As the fame of his fan&ity fpread , he waa 
IV. vifited from all quarters , and the filence of his 
retirement was broken* The affairs of his convent 
alfo , and fometimes the concerns of others > 
drew him into the world. Wherever he went» 
curiofity affembled thoufands round him* He 
preached to them , laying before them the 
delights of folitude ; and he returned to his cell , 
followed by innumerable profelytes , whom hi s 
eloquence had converted. — Now it was , as his 
hiftorians relate, that nature began to be obedient 
to his voice ; and the number of miracles , he is 
faid to have worked , are recorded by them witji 
veneration and aftonifliment* ^ 

Miradct. / I am ready to believe that Bernard , whom his 
( difciples and the multitude viewed as a prodigy * 
and as the peculiar friend of heaven , might be vety 
capable of producing fuch effe£U , as, at that 
time particularly , would be neceffarily conftrued 
into miraculous operations. It can be denied by 
no one, who has attended to man ; who know? 
the texture of his frame, the influence of circum- 
ftances , and the powers of imagination* — I mult 
likewife grant, that he , to whofe beck nature 
and natures laws are ever obedient, can, when 
it pleafes him , fufpend their operation, or modify 
their effe&s. This, at all times, he has done: and 
who fliall fay, that he has ceafed from doing it? — 
But when critically we examine the prodigies, 

afcribed 
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afcribed to Bernard and other holy, menu , at boo if 
thefe times of Cimmerian darknefs ; can we, IV* 
confiftently with the notions , which modern 
difcoveries and the improved ftate of fcience 
fuggeft , attribute them to a real preternatural 
agency ? Had many of them happened , juft a* 
they are told , ftili , I think , they might , on- 
philofophical principles , be accounted for ; but it r * 

is evident > that their relaters viewed them as 
wonders , and recorded them as fijch. A hiftorian , .. 
under fuch impreflions , would be too much 
jlifpofed, even unintentionally, to depart from 
the Simplicity of honeft narration. 

Ignorance , or a heated imagination , .which / 
w r ould deceive the incautious fpe&ator: , . might 
alfb impofe on him, who fliould confider himfelf 
as the minifter of omnipotence. Bernard, for inftanqe, 
had heard of the miracles, which his predeceffors 
or his contemporaries in fan&ity .had ; worked , 
and hi had believed them : in. fimilar circumstances^ 
an unttfual impulfe would feem to move within 
him , and he would . think .. divine providence was 
preparing to make ufe of him as an inflruxnent, of * 
his mercies or of hfa judgments to man. . Such 
a fentiment would, by no means, be inconfiftent 
with the rnoft perfect piety and felf-abafement, 
— But is . it credible that he > who > in . infinite 
Wifdom eftabliftied his eternal laws, on the 
fitnefs and univerfal relation of things , would 

Vol. L Q 
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ftoo x fiibv^rtthe divine harmony of his fyftem, unlefe 

iy.: a crifis, worthy of it, '«fliould intervene? I do. not 

find this crifis in the vulgar hiftory of the miracle* 

of thedatfk ages, 

I . When a new religion , fuch as the chriftian , 

r V / was to fye founded or propagited, extraordinary 

\^'/ means stfimld be fometimes'neceffary. Incredulity, 

/ xivetted. on habits, and the ftrong oppofition of 

inveterate prejudices , was to be furmounted ; and 

it was expedient, that the miffion of him* who 

delivered ^a new and unheard of dbArine, fhould 

be eftabhihed on an authority, which nothing 

might controvert. — In the' times o v f |teniard, was 

there, an. objieft, like this, in agitation? Or rather, 

% is nbth^feid to have worked miracles, the general 

importance. *>f which . cannot be discovered; for 

they negard .private interefts , perfonal views , and 

fometimasvit appears, rather unimportant matters. 

r— A man of family and hi» relation had fuddenly 

loft his fpeech and his : recrille&ion. His; friends 

Were affli&ed:, that he ihotild die without confeffion 

and the-.xiteg of the church, and they came to 

Bernard. . The feint affufed them that, if fatisfac- 

tion were made to the chujrch and the poor , which 

the nobleman had pillaged, and oppreffed , he 

/hould recover, and be in* a fituation to confeft 

his fins. They agreed tx> the conditions. Bernard 

then fell on his knees ; v when news was brought 

him , that the ficktnan had recovered his fpeech. 
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He then made hisconfeffion to the faint, pei formed BOOS 
other works of -piety , and died after thre^ days**. IV, 
— Let this miracle , which was wonderfully 
celebrated , as the firft which the faint worked , 
be tried by the received canons of impartial 
criticifm. l 

It is Remarkable that , in proportion as the 
clouds of ignorance have difperfed, as fciencehas /7 
diffufed its benign influence, and as religion has 
been purified from the bafe allay of human 
opinions , thofe portentous events have ceafed to 
happen. The circumitance , it muft be owned v is 
not favorable to the credit of our' pious anceltors» 
Why fhould providence with-hold his preteriiatu* 
ral interference at a time , mankind is bell able 
to appreciate the wondrous iyftem of his ways, 
and would be mod difpofed to honor them ? Igno- 
rance , fuperftition , bigotry , and enthufiafm , have, * 
moft clearly, attended the progrefs of miraculous 
operations , through that long feries of years, 
when their appearance was thought ttr be moft 

frequent . Many , I know , of thofe events might, 

in a certain fenfe, be termed miraculous ; becaufe 
they exceeded the powers of nature, as thefe -(vera 
then underftood. Carry back into the twelfth 
century, the aftonifliirig efFe&s of animal xhagnetifm^ 
or the refuf citations , which almoft daily take place, 
of perfons apparently dead by drowning or 
fuff ocation , what aftonilhment would be excited ! 
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1 Q .O K Ignorant of fuch caufes which , in the regular , 
XY^ courfe of things, could' produce, the e&& ; to 
what could they have recourfe but : to preternatu- 
raLagency? And they would be juftified in the 
judgment, they might form. On us it is incumbent 
to be more cautious : with the accuracy of inquiry 
we weigh modern events., proportioning caufes to 
^ffe&s j we fliould meafure thofe of our more 
aredujous, becaufe lefs infonned, anceftors, 
; The author of miracles is likewife the author of 
ij^ture ; nor is he more admirable , when he 
t 4PB3?? 8 from eftabliflied order, than when, uniformly 
' * omnipotent, he condudsj with unerring re&itude, 
the vaft fyftem of the univerfe. The general ways 
of providence -are to me more awful and fublime, 
becaufe they proceed on plans , which infinite 
wifdpm proje&ed and fupports : but in miraculous 
events, which to us are deordinations , that fame 
providence, out of compaffion to human weaknefs, 
defcends from his fphere of incomprehenfible 
greatnefs, and deigns to fpeak to our fenfes a 
language , which may over-awe reafon , and com- 
mand an involuntary aflent. Had man been more 
perfeA than he is , the intervention of miracles 
would have been unneceffary: they are no com-? 
pliment to the powers of human intellect, 

It was, when the reputation of Bernard was 
high ? and he began to draw himfelf from folitude 
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into public obfervatiorr , that Abeillard , wfyofe BOOK 

character and habits of thinking had been unfairly IV* 

represented, became an objeA of his cenfure. 

Bernard was incautionfly betrayed into a vehement 

animofity, which is hardly reconcileable with the : ^ 

upright difpofitions of his mind: means therefore " ^ 

xnuft have been ufed as impofing, as » they were 

ungenerous, r The prejudice, he imbibed againft 

him , fank deep in his heart , as will be feen in 

the continuation of my hiftory. > 

Abeillard , whom the news of this powerful con- Abeillard; u 

federation ftruck with amazement, faw the danger. c J? ft "!t bQk . 

• P of St. Crildu* 

to which he was expofed. His heart fank within 
r him : " God is my witnefs , fays he , as often as I 

* was told of any ecclefiaftical meeting, I conceived 

* it was affembled againft me; and in trepidation 

w I waited the fummons, which would drag me r 

* to their bar tl ."i— The remembrance of Soiflbns 
haunted hk reeolteftion , and as he 'wanted fortitude 
to wkhftand the impreffion , he fell, like a broke» 
reed , before it In defpair he meditated the» 
wildeft plans: he would retire, he thought, from/ f # 
the confines of the chriftian world ; he would feefc* • 
refuge among the difciples of Mahomet ^ - wheitejs v. 
under the ftipulation of fuch a tribute, as they -\ ... 
Ihould pleafe to impofe, he fhould be at libej^gv. 
he trufted, to lead the life of a chriftian amoiag^ . 
the enemies of Chrift* When they fhould h^ajfr • ••*:. .. 

' H.> ** --■-•>■ • 

; %t Hift. Calanu 

Q 3 
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book that he had been accufed of holding opinion»', 

JV* adverfe to chriftianity , they might be inclined , he 

.thought, to treat him more gently; they might 

even imagine, he could be profelyted to their 

belief": 

Loft in thefe defponding thoughts , he indulged 
the. romantic wifh of expatriating himfelf for ever : 
the Paraclet could no longer give him pleafure; 
he fufpended his leffons , his fchdlars in part 
withdrew , and nothing but defolation. and the 
horrors of the wildernefs rofe in profpeft before 
him. But unexpe&edly an event took place, which 
pfomifed, if not. thoroughly to alleviate his misfor- 
tunes , at leaft to break the dark cloud , which 
lowered round him. When anxiety preffes, or 
pain y of whatever defcription , makes life uneafy , 
the moll trifling variation gives relief. 

There was in Little Britany a monaftery , of very 

#ncifcnt renown /founded , as it is faid , in the fifth 

\ century , by Gildas our countryman , in the reign 

of king - . Childeric , the fon of Meroveus* 1 . It wa» 

. called St. Gildas de Ruys ; and the abbot was lately 

• dead. Abeillard , by the unanimous voice of the 

•vrnbnks, \yas chofenifiiperior of thishoufe, and the 

; duke; of Britany gave his warmeft approbation to 

. .their choice. The philofopher , a native of the 

province , would be naturally admired by his 

" Hift. Galam.' ai Not* Quercet. 
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countrymen, and they would wifh to poffefs him. hook 
A meffenger was lent to St, Denys to beg the confent iv* 
of Suger, to whom Abeillard ftill belonged; his 
confent was eafily obtained. The deputy then 
proceeded into Champagne ; where he found 
Abeillard in his .retirement , abaflied and roelai>- ' 
choly , and he laid before him the letters of his 
promotion , which he had brought from St Gildas. 
The philofopher perufed them with theindifference 
of a man, -who was neither flattered by. the prof- 
fered honors, nor could augur much happinefstfc 
himfelf in the event He paufed : his p'refent heart- 
breaking fituation Was to be weighed againft the 
uncertainty of future profpe£ls. — Should he retire 
from, the Paraclet; the perfecutions , which again 
threatened him 3 would ceafe perhaps , and he 
might be happy; but the land, to which he was 
called, was aimoft barbarous, and their language 
was unknown to him: befides, report had told 
him , that the monks of St. Gildas were dilfipated 
and undifciplined ; and how much hkd he not 
fuffered from this circumftance in the abbey of 
St Denys ? But he who fees a naked dagger , 
fufpended by a hair over his head , would riifli 
into a precipice to avoid its point — In a more 
favorable viewj was not command offered him? 
And might he not be able, by the exertion of it 5 
to reprels the bad conduct of his monks, and to 
eftablifli his own authority? They might alfo be 

Q4 
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i o tf K inclined to refpeft his learning , his virtue, and his 
IV. renown. — The laft refle&ion preponderated, and he 
anfwered the meffenger , that he was ready to 
accompany, him into Britany 1 *. 3till,*his heart 
was heavy ; he left the Paraclet , committing it to 
' the care of two intimate friends. . 

Abeillard foon was fenfible how imprudently 
he had made his choiqe. He found St. Gildas in 
a ftate of depravation , of which no idea could 
have been formed ; and he was more than furprifed, 
that they fhould ever have fixed on him for their 
fuperior.. Their general language was the harfli 
jargon of the country; and he knew not how to 
make them fenfible of the enormities of their Uvea* 
or of his defign to reform them. The obligations 
of his charge were however prefling ; and though 
he forefaw the anxiety and dangers , to which it 
would expofe him , he determined not to negle£l 
his duty. As well might he have attempted to 

preach virtue to a band of lawlefs robbers In 

^aggravation to all this , the lord of the territory, a 
man of confiderable power, availing himfelf of the 
notorious conduft of the monks , had not only 
contrived to fubjeft the abbey to his control, 
but had alfo feized fuch of their poifeflions, as 
pleafed him bed: the whole couatry groaned under 
Ihis ex^&ioni * V 
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- " To diftrefs their abbot , whofe fchemes of re- ^OOK 
formation they abhorred, the monks importunately IV.* 
applied to him. for clothing and other neceflaries; 
though they knew he was deftitute .of every 
thing. Hitherto they had made their own provifionsj 
and out of the ftock, they could. fteal or lay by t 
had contrived to fupport themfelves , their concu- 
bines , and their fons and daughters. More than 
ever they were now a&ive to pilfer the common 
ftore *, that Abeillard , finding it impoffible to 
fatisfy their wants , might be forced to with-draw 
himfelf from amongft them , or to drop hit 
taftelefs fcheme of reformation". 

This fttuation of Abeillard was really more' * 

diftrefsful, than any he had hitherto experienced/ 
When he looked round him, he fays , he could 
difcover nothing but a moft barbarous and lawleft 
people., from whom nor afliftance, nor advice, 
could be expe£led ; their notions and habits of 
life were in .direft oppofition to his own. If he 
quitted the door of his convent, the tyrant, juft 
mentioned , or his guards , met his eye; and 
their geltures told him that he was their flave. If 
he returned home ; there was a worfe enemy 
waiting within , whofe intemperate clamors founded , 
like the fhrieks of difcord, in his ears. He viewed 
the harfh decrees of fate, which, with an accelerated 

" Hift. Calam. 



iS4 HISTORY OF THE LIVES OF 

HOOK force , feemed to weigh upon him ; and if , in 
IV. -rueful defpondency , he lamented ,- «we mult 
now forgive him. He recollected that , on former 
bccafions , he might have given fome eaufe for 
oppreflion ; but that now he was guiltlefs : he 
recollected that , hitherto it had been at leaft in 
his power to do fome good by example or- 
inftni£tion , and therein comfort might be found ; 
but that now every exertion was as ufelefs to 
himfelf , as it Was to others : he recolle&ed all the 
tepofeful moments of the Paraclet, and in the recol- 
lection his mind was too fedulous to omit every care, 
which had really difturbed their ferenity, — * And 
f could I leave the Paraclet, exclaimed he, that 
<c is, the comforter, to rufii into certain mifery ? 
a I was threatened indeed; but muft I run from 
<c threats , when dangers , I knew , would 
* inevitably overtake me at every ftep %1 ! " Nor 
was he a little hurt, that he fliould have left his 
dear oratory in fo neglected a ftate ; that he had 
not provided for the due celebration of divine 
fervice : but what could he do 7 who was poor? 
Or could a wildernefs make up the deficiencies 
of penury? • 

Argenteufih . At this time, Suger, abbot of St. Deny s, whofe 
power was gteat in the court of Lewis the,fixthy 
thinking the moment favdraJble for the completion 
of a fcheme , which he had for fome time agitated, 

* 7 HI*. Calam, 
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affembled the chapter of his convent > and laid BOOK 
his defign before them. He had difcovered in .jy. 
fome old writings of his abbey , that Argenteuil , 
where Heloifa, as the reader will recoiled, refided, 
belonged in ftrift juftice to St. Denys. This 
right he refolved to urge , whilfl he had power 
in his hahds , which could give it efficacy. The 
chapter applauded his defign. Without delay 
deputies were fent to Rome , vefted with ample 
authority , and they carried with them fuch 
papers, as were requifite, to eftablilh, the ground 
of their pretenfions, — In addition to this right , 
which was weak in itfelf , and by prescription 
obfolete"» Suger was in poffeffion-of another plea, 
in which probably he\ confided moil. The nun$ 
of Argenteuil, if there beVuth in his reprefentation , 
were diflblute and worldly-minded : this circum- 
fiance, with all the glow of defcription , was to 
be laid before the Roman pontiff. Could he 
obtain his requeft , he affured Honorius , that , 
where vice and diflipation now prevailed , he 
would introduce , with his monks , a fyflem of 
reform, which fliould do honor to the mo^aftip • 
inflitute; — It is remarkable that Suger , whp 
could not be ignorant of the enormities , , with 
which his own houfe was charged , fliould have 
the effrontery to infill on arguments, which mufr 

a * Noiae Quercet. 
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BOOR neceflarily bring reprehenfion on himfelf. The 
.W negotiation however fucceeded , and Argenteuil, 
with all its appendages , was folemnly made over 
to the abbey of St. Deftys. The king , whom Suger 
calls his mafter and his friend , confirmed the 
donation about the year 1127 **. 

Heloifa was priorefs , that is , feeond in office , 
"when this unpleafant event ..happened. I am 
willing to hope , though Ihe was involved in the 
general accufation , that flie was innocent of the 
crimes , with which Argenteuil was charged. 
Abeillard relates the fa& , I have mentioned ; 
but he only fpeaks of the pretended right, on 
which Suger founded his claim. Nor do I think 
that, either love for Heloifa, or a general feeling 
for her fillers , would have with-held his pen , 
had he known them to be guilty in the degree 
fome hiftorians reprefent : they take their accounts 
from Suger, 

The lovely priorefs had been feven years in 
confinement: to the hiftorian they are feven years 
of filence. His imagination , indeed , is free to 
delineate her aftions and her gentle turn of * 
chara6ler , afr fancy may direct ; but had the 
regular feries of her employments been minutely 
recorded , it would have afforded little indulgence 
to curiofity. The life of a nun is uniformly compofed 
of a thoufand little adtfons and trifling incidents,; 

19 Suger , de reb. a fe geft» 
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and the hiftory of one day may be efteemed the 1 o OK ; 
hiftory of her life, Heloifa , > we may prefume , IV. 
wore away her days in prayer , in ftudy , in. 
converfation , in retirement : but if the conduct 
of the fifterhood was fuch , as Suger tells, 'the. 
want of difcipline would allow her more room 
for the indulgence of her own peculiar difpofitions , 
and their excefles might difturb her little. She 
had entered Argenteuil , we know , with great 
reluctance , though in perfeft fubmiffion to the 
will of Abeillard : if therefore her heart but * 
flpwly bent itfelf to the maxims of a reclufe, 
it was but natural. Her fortitude was great ; but 
the example, which furrounded her,- was ill-adapted 
to prepare her foul for the ingrefs pf divine grace j 
or rather perhaps of that amiable enthufiafm, 
which can give fweetnefs to folitude and to the 
many little pra&ices , which form the tiffue p 
and conftitute the almoft efTential chara&er of 
the monadic life. 

It was in this houfe lie had received the 
rudiments of thofe literary accomplifhments y 
, which , in a dark age , rendered her a prodigy of 
fcience. The fame means would afterwards fupply 
her more abundant occafions of improvement j and 
doubtlefs Ike availed herfelf of them. She had 
liftlefs hours to fill up , fhe had anxious cares to 
remove, flie had the unavailing thoughts of a lover 
to reprefs, and ffxs had a heavy heart to cheer, 
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B (To It It was Well (he could find any employment , which 
IV. might anfwer thefe important ends , and which 
could occupy her attention. But the idea of 
Abeillard , as I fliall have ample oceafion to remark , 
had fo modified her heart, that it feems to have 
been affociated with the motion of every fibre, 
which compofed it. 
Heioifa goes Suger having obtained the grant, he fo anxtoufly 
to the Pap wiihed , ( for Argenteuil was , at that time * a 
very opulent eflablUliment , ) was not flow in 
bringing it to execution. He fent a peremptory 
order to the nuns; commanding them to furrender 
their convent into his hands, and he fignifiedf to 
them the authorities , on which he proce ; eded. 
They refufed to obey; when force was employed, 
and they were violently ej&fted'V — k It is faid} 
that Suger had figned an agreement, whereby 
he promifed to provide for the fupport of the 
nuns: and part of the community , it is known, 
was received into a neighbouring convent M . But 
Heioifa , with a few companions, wa9 thrown 
on the world, without fuccour and without friends 

Abeillard was at St Gildas , forlorn as I defcribed , 
him , when he heard of this event However 
felfifli he might be , he could not but feel for 
the fituation of Heioifa; and on his mind hung 
another thought, which would prompt him to be 
'more aftive in her fervice. I have faid, that he was 

J0 Hift. Ca!am. " Noi«c Queivet. 
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much., attached tathe Paraclet , and that h& ttO)0;K 

lamented , he bad been obliged to leave it in fa jy # 

negle&ed a condition. Now did . an occafion 

prefent itfelf, when he might.induljge hi* partiality 

for. that place 5 and by fuccouring the. diftreffed * 

he might perhaps alfo be able to raife it. even to 

celebrity , and himfeif to inherit the glory , which 

belonged, to the founders of convents. Th4 

idea pleafed him : he left St. Gildas * and went 

over into Champagne '\ 

; From thence he acquainted Heloifa of hi» 

intentions. — She who , fince hex retirement 

from; the world , had heard nothing of him , but 

what fame had reported , received his invitation 

to the Paraclet with rapture. How enchanting 

the reflection, that fhe was not forgotten by the 

man; fhe loved ; and that fhe fliould be fuceoured 

by him., when no other. friend appeared, and 

the earth had not an afylum for her ! In the 

thought were abforbed all her cares., and all the 

negle&ful treatment of Abeillard.To her companion* 

ihe communicated the joyful news: they acceded 

to her propofal, and immediately departed for 

the Paraclet. — In the number, which- was eight, 

were Agnes and Agatha, two nieces of Abeillard , \ 

. The reader may pleafe his imagination, ia 

pi&uring to himfeif the firft interview- betwixt 
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Bi O' 0> K Abeillard and Heloifa. No two<perfons , who had 

t*& once been lovers , ever met in lefs accordant 

chara&ers.; He , cold as marble, ftern from 

philofophy i fore from ill-ufage , broken ..by 

, affli&ion r and religious , becabfe the hand» of fate 

had made him fo. His misfortunes had alio preyed 
upon his cheeky and he was no more the.airy ,. the 
hand fome, the fprightly Abeillard, who had animated 
the gayeft circles of Paris. — On the other hand, 
Heloifa, who was but yet in her eight-and-twcntieth 
year , had loft little of her formdr charms : <the; veil 
had not disfigured her features,- nor had retirement 
given any hardliners to the tone of her mind a> fhe 
iwas gentle as' fhe had v ever been , and what 
encroachments, 'either care, of years, or application 
had made > were at this moment compenfated 
jby the inward glow, which the; fight of; Abeillard 
Excited, and which beamed upon her countenance, 
in every! expreffion of joy , of , gratitude , . of 
benevolence } of love. _ He lhowed her. the 
.fituationof the Paraclet, the cell where he had 
jdwelt , the other habitations which his .fcholars 
had conftru&ed , and the temple they had raifed. 
} Thefe , and whatever elfe, from the donations 
of his friends , he could call his own , in . lands 
or other poffeffions , he made over to. Heloifa, 
and he confirmed them to .her and her fucceflors, 
for ever, by a folemn donation 1 \ She was then 

•* HHhCalam. 
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unanimoufly chofen abbefs of the new eftablifbment; B O o £ 
and the little community ., difpofing of itfelf in IV. 
the moft commodious manner, entered on thei* 
various duties. 

Abeiilard viewed , with pleafure , this com^ 
mencement of a rifing family ; and having 
exhorted them to piety , and to concord , and 
to the faithful obfervance of their rule , which 
was that of St. Bennet, as they had brought it 
from Argenteuil, he took his leave, and returned 
to St. Gildas* 

Great were the diftreffes, to which Heloifa and 
her fifters were, at firft , expofed: they were poor* 
and the Paraclet could not fupply them with the 
common neceffaries of life. Cheerfully , however^ 
they fubmitted to their fate, and they pra&ifed, 
as they could, the. duties of their profeffion , look^ 
ing up to him for fuppoit , who nourishes the 
brood of the raven * which calls to him for food. 
Heloifa alio , in the fame fubmiifion of mind f drew 
additional confolation from every objeft , with 
which was joined the dear recollection of Abeii- 
lard. fiiit foon their wants were relieved. The 
neighbouring people, whom the pious behaviour 
of the holy fifterhood edified > and whom their 
diftreffes moved to compaflion , came in to their 
affiftance *\ iMor were they fatisfied to adminifter 
a mere temporary relief: Milo, lord of Nogent, 

u Hift. Calartt, 
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BOOk gave them three farms , and a confiderable portion 
IV # bf land, which lay near to their inclofure; he alfo 
allowed them to cut down , in his foreft , fuch 
wood , as they might Want for firing or for building. 
Soon after hi9 niece profelTed herfelf a nun at the 
Paraclet, when Milo increafed his benefa&ioiis, and 
granted them a right of fifhery in the river , which 
ran near their convent — To thefe donations others 
Were added by the nobility of the country. Matil- 
da , counted of Champagne , was particularly 
liberal ; and even Lewis , king of France , would 
fee numbered amongft their benefa&ors. v The 
Paraclet was not then fubjeft to his laws; but he 
granted the nuns permiffion to buy and fell in 
his dominions , without paying any duties to himfelf 
orfucceffors, for ever 1 '. — Such liberal and unsoli- 
cited contributions fibow the chara&er of the 
times. 

" In a fingle year, fays Abeillard) they acquired 

* greater poffeflions, than would have fallen into 
u njy * hands , had I labored a hundred on the 

* fpot * V This good fortune he particularly afcribes 
to the powerful efficacy of female diftrefs. As 
nature has formed women weak, and little able 
to provide for their own wants , their petitions , he 
thinks , are more apt to move us ; and their virtue, 
if fuffering , is an objed , which challenges the 

w Qucrcet. ex Tab. Paraclet ,7 Hift. Calam. 
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regard of God and men. •* But fo many were the B o 9 * 
« attractions, continues he, which , in the eyes of iy, 
* c every beholder , divine providence gave to 
u Heloifa , that bifhops viewed her as a daughter, 
« abbots as a filler , and the laity loved her as 4 
< c mother. Hex; piety, her prudence , her patience* 

* her gentleneft qf chara&er, commanded uiriver* 
« fal admiration. Seldom flie appeared in public ;. 

* the retirement of her cell was better adapted to 

* holy meditation and to prayer: but her fociety 
m was ardently fought for , and ftrangers wiflied 

* to be improved by her edifying converfation." 

. It is the delineation of a perfect chara$er,$ but 
let it be obferved, that this is the firft time , that 
Abeillatd has fpoken of Heloifa and of her coiidu^V 
in terms of approbation. Her behaviour; at the 
Paracletmuft have pleafed him well, and I conceive 
the portrait* to be faithful. To praife top freely 
was riot his difpofition, and flattery, he feems # 
to have cautioufly referved for himfelf. Heloifa, 
was as wax; in his haijds, a#dto all his inclination* 
flra would mould her foul. When flie faw that he 
was an altered maa; that, he w^is pious y referved % 
meditative , and religipufly fevere , at once fhe 
adopted his maxims , and flie appeared a finiflied 
pattern of monadic perfe&ion. There were- 
moments , X. believe , when grace was not fo> 
triumphant :. loye and nature would fom^tixpe^ 

14 
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"ft *o : k prevail j and we fhall fee how relu&antly they 
iv. furrendered a* heart, which feemed made to be 
poifefled by them alone. • - 
....... ' Whilft the Paraelet was in diftrefs , Abeillard had 

Abeillard i$ 

afritn ccar not neglected it. He was often informed of theit 
ured " fituation. , and was fometimes blamed by the 

gentlemen in the neighbourhood , that he did 
not fuffieiently exert his abilities in their fupport: 
would he preach publicly , and declare their 
wants , there was little doubt , they faid , of the 
moft flattering fuccefs'V Repeatedly therefore he 
had gone over to them ; and now when fortune 
began to fmile , arid the Paraelet attracted the 
notice of the charitable and the opulent, he did 
not discontinue his vifits. How delightful to him 
was this'fpot, which he had always loved! But 
when he compared the gentle manners , the inno-r 
cent converfation : the docile fubmiflion , and the 
attentive folicitude of his nuns , with the bdifterous 
and untoward deportment of the monks of St. Gildas, 
it was natural he fhould leave the Paraelet with 

regret ^ anid ftould return to it with ardor He 

had projected a fcheme, it feems, of parting much 
of his- time with them ; he would attend to the 
due admintftration of their .temporal concerns, he 
would inftrud, and he would edify them. ^ And 
fince, fays he, theinceffant oppofition of my own 
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* ftibjefts became fo irifufferable , I thought , I book 
u could fomethnes withdraw frqm the tujnultuary IV. 

w fcene, and breathe the ferene air of this charming 
tt folitude. I fliould not be ufelefs to them ; my 
** prefence eVen might be occafionally neceffary ". ". 
Thefe vifits of Abeillard to the Paraclet were, 
foon noticed by his enemies. Innocent furely they 
-were, and, in many regards, laudable; but they 
could be mifconftrued , and malevolence would 
not lofe the fatisfft&ion of indulging her favorite 
purfuit. " The eunuch is not quite fo' infenfible % 

* as we imagined , faidthey: the; trees, the brooks, 
tt the whifpering zephyrs of the Paraclet are 
** indeed charming , and Abeillard is charitable and 
<c humane ; but fince Hploifa has been there , wq, 
u can hardly count his vifits : may it be that; 
€t Fulbert's niece has yet fome charms ifor the pious- 
« foIitary*°r 

The malicious hifinuation reached; the ears of 
Abeillard , and' he was ftill too irritable to difregard 
it Again he entered on a tedious exculpation of 
himfelf ; and from ancient authorities undertook 
to prove, that fuch beings as himfelf were always 
accounted harmlefs. His fate , he thought , was 
peculiarly Hard. But if the mere affociating with- 
women could be deemed criminal, not ourSavioiir* 
or his apoftles , or the primitive fathers, fhpuldt 

"Hift,Calam, 4 * Dbick 



a 4 6 HISTORY OF THE LIVES OF 

BOOK have efcaped repf ehenfion. It was from the exam» 
iy. pie of Jerom only that he could derive confolationr? 
he, like himfelf, had beep /defamed ; why their 
fhould he murmur *\ — His adverfaries laughed at 
his defence, and only repeated their reflections^ 
The difconfolate man could withftand them no 
logger 5 he fighed, and with a heavy heart, retur- 
ned once more into Britany , refolved to fubmit 
to his cruel deftiny , and to turn his back for ever 
on the fair inhabitants of the Paraclet 4 \ 

He fettles at To cheer, as far as might be, the melancholy 

and ts^erfe. ^P urs 9 an( * that St. Gildas might not be the grave? 

cutedby bu of his talents, as it was of his peace of mind , he 
undertook to difcufs certain theological fubjedis , 
which were afterwards pubUihed, and of which I 
fliall have occafion to fpeak. — The refra&ory monks 
perfevered in their lawlefs exceffes ; and at ojice 
provoked that Abeillard ihould be refolute not to 
defert his poft, and that he even feemed capable 
of indulging his favorite purfuits, iji the midft of 
their clamors , they meditated higher fchemes of 
vengeance. They had recourfe to poifon , which 
they mixed up \yith the diflies, or threw intp the 
liquors , which were prepared for his table. By 
good fortune , ox by addrefs , he pfcaped thefe 

nefarious machinations They then attempted to 

poifon.the chalice , which , held the wine for the 



monks* 



*i 



Htft. gahm. ' ™ Yie d'^bciL p. 29^ 



ABEILLARD AND HELOISA. * 4 y 

facrifice of the altar: but in thi9 alfo they failed of book 
fuccefs 4| . Among the monks he had friends , who w 
were careful to give him timely notice .of the 
defigns of his enemies. — From the circumftance 
of the poifoned chalice , we difcoyer that Abeillard 
was , at thU time , a prieft. When h$ took holy 
orders is uncertain , though it probably happened 
whilft he was at St. Denys , fpon after his admiffioa 
into that convent^ 

Conon , count of Nantes , being dangeroufty ill^ 
had requefted Abeillard to come over to him r Jfe 
obeyed the fummons , taking with him only one 
fervant , and a young - monk , whom he much 
efteemecL In preference to the counts palace v 
Abeillard chofe a more humble dwelling : he had 
Br brother living at Nantes , and with him hefodged* 
Here it was that the fervant, whom the monks had[ 
corrupted before he left St. Gildas , attempted to 
execute another fcheme, they had laid to poifoji 
their abbot. They had judged that, at fo great a 
diftance, he woul4 fufpe& xio ftratagem, and that 
at lafl they ihould be fuccefsfuL The difli was 
prepared; but whei> it was laid before his mailer, 
either from want of appetite , or as- he himfelf 
remarks, by the care 0/ divine providence , he wai 
not difpofed to eat. The young monk was iio* 
equally protected; he ate, was foon after feizect . 
with convulfionsj and expired in $xXxen\e tqrtur^ 

41 Hift. Calam. 

R4 



i±% HISTORY OF THE LIVES OF 

BOOK The fervant inftantly dtfappeared; from which it 
jy. was evident , who had been the perpetrator of the 
horrid deed**. — Abeillard remained fome time 
longer at Nantes: it was almoft his native fpot, 
and here his name was in great eftimationf but 
after the counts recovery, he judged proper ta 
return to his abbey. 

As the atrocious defigns of the monks were now 
publicly known , Abeillard was advifed to be more 
on his guard : he withdrew therefore , with a few 
companions , to fome cells at a diftance , wfiere , 
it was imagined , he would be more fecure» But 
fuch enemies, as were the monks of St. Gildas % 
are not eafily deterred from a fixed purpofe : 
they followed Abeillard to his cells. Here they 
watcheid his motions; and whenever they were? 
told that he had ventured to move from home, 
they waited his return ; and they pofted affaffins 
near the roads through which he was to pafe. Nor 
were thefe attempts more fuccefsful. A favorite 
indeed of heaven muft have been the man , whom 
fuch repeated attacks could never, in the leaft, 
injure ! But , as ufual , I fufpeft the tale to be 
exaggerated. 

An accident, however, foon befel him, which 
proved that he was not at lead invulnerable. Riding 
out , one day , for amufement , or on bufinefs , his 
horfe violently threw him, by which his neck was 
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-diflocated. He was relieved by immediate afliftance j BOOK 
but the confequence9 of his fall , he complains , jy # 
were very painful , and they caufed a general 
debility, from which he never quite recovered 4, < 

No fooner was he able to move about , than he 
refolved, feeing not the moft gentle ufage could 
mollify their fury , nor the utmoft caution guard 
him any longer from their infults, to try on hia 
enemies the effefts of canonical cenfures. In an, 
ignorant age, thefe have been fometimes known 
£0 fucceed , when other arms have failed. He 
excommunicated the moft refra&ory. Intimidated 
by the fentence, their arrogant effrontery feemed 
;difpofed to relent: they acquainted their abbot', 
that voluntarily they would leave St. Gildas , and 
aiisfver.imore give him the fmalleft difturbance, if 
^he would withdraw the cenfure he had pronounced. 
Abeillard accepted their propofal j to comply 
with which they folemnly bound themfelves 
by an oath. ^ But fuch ties would avail little j 
they did not quit St Gildas , and very foon 
recommenced their wonted career of profligacy 
and bafe intrigue. Abeillard refolved to have 
recourfe to Rome. 

Innocent the fecond was then pope* To him 
the behaviour of *thefe unruly mifcreants wa» 
ftated^and he difpatched, a minifter x with legating 
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B O % powers , whofe duty it fliould be , on the fpot , 
JV. to examine the truth of the charges, and to 
pronounce fentenee. Before the duke of Britany 
and the neighbouring prelates the caufe was heard; 
4he criminality oJf the monks was notorious ; and 
the legate compelled them, again upon oath, to 
JTubfcribe to the former conditions. The bufinefe 
ieenied terminated , and the Roman envoy 
departed**. 

. After the. departure qf the moft fa&ious member* , 
,Abeillard came out fror^ his retirement : he 
prefumed, that all danger was bver , and that* 
in confidence, be might refunie the government 
of his abbey. He was miftaken : the remaining 
part o 4 f the community, either poffeffed , all : the 
animofity, or they ware difpofed.to take up the 
quarrel, of their exiled brethren. What poifon^ 
and the fword of hired affaffins > had not effected , 
jthey doubted »ot $ould be executed by their 
own arm. In the nightrtime , with daggers in 
their hands, they aflailed his apartments: he was 
awakened, by the noife , and had time ta efcape. 
fi fubterrfcneo.us paffage offered him an afylum, 
through which he paffed , and was received into 
the houfe of a neighbouring gentleman 47 . This is 
* forced tranflation of the paffage; the truth is, that 
1 they were only meditating this dark fchepie , . when 
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Abeillard was apprized of it , and by the friendly uoox 
afliftance of a certain nobleman was refcued from iv. 
the danger, which threatened hiiri 4 \ 

A more dfeplorable ftate than this will not eafily 
be conceived ; and the life of Abeillard feemed to 
be winding up in the true form of tragedy : his 
mind was not equal to the preffure of circumftances , 
and his lamentations are all drawn in chara&en 
cc The evils which furround me, fays he, thicken 
a every hour, and I fee the naked fword fufpended 
a over my head. How like am I to the deluded 
a courtter of the Sicilian tyrant! With the 
u wealth and gaudy pageantry of royalty before 

him , he viewed the dagger pointed at his life, 
<c and at once the dream of happinefs was oven 
" From the lowly condition of a poor monk t 
w was raifed to wealth and honors; and thus it • 
" ends : my mifery has increafed with my prefer-» 
tt ment. Let my example be a warning to 
€c thofe , whom ambition may prompt to venture 
* fpontaneoufly on the treacherous path of wordly 
a grandeur." — Then in the moft religious fentimenttf 
he proceeds* tt But fince all things happen by the 
a divine appointment ; in every diftrefs this Aould 
<c be the chriftians confolation, that the goodnefs of 
4C heaven permits nothing to derange its all-perfeft 
cc fyftemj from evil good is ultimately * deduced. 
a Let 'this be our prayer : Thy mil be done i- 
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JB OOK c< How inordinately , therefore , do they a£t who 

IV. * confefs that the hand of God dire&s all events, yet 

. u murmur when they fuffer : it is their own will 

^ " which they look to , whatever their words may 

«be ; and in feeking that > they tacitly oppofe 

tt the unerring ways of providence 4 \ " 

In thefe fentiments , which became the abbot of 
St. Gildas , he purpofed ftill to remain at his 
convent, hoping that time* and lenient meafures, 
might at laft give fuccefs to his exertions-. In the 
fame fentiments it was , that he wrote the 
memoirs of his own life > which are brought up 
to this period , and here they clofe , about the 
year n^. 
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